Mor the zight good, wylle that J haue had; 
to make this lytyll werk in the belt wyle J can / 
ought to be reputed, kor the fapte T dede. 


Denss dello fi alguno le Parectere que en eſto bro 
no he dicho. todo lo que ſe podia dezir, no ſe dene 
marauillar por ello ni culparme Tino. vuiere algun 
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# - have been invented in India, in 

| fixth century. The Perfians taught it to the 

1  Arabians, who introdu lo itinto Spain; 3 

FI it was brought i into England during the reign 7 

a of William the Conqueror. r 

5 S ö ; 
In an Eſſay which was publiſhed at Parks, ; 

55 among the Memoirs of the ademy of | 
Belles ere by Mr. Freret, it 1729, it 

a # = 6 4 18 | . 

55 is faid, tha | t welte b authors who 
= | * haye 3 Cheſs , are the old F rench 

q: :  romancers, or the writers of thoſe  abuloys | | 

| | 1 5 ies of + the Kai 1 8 WV 2,8 Fa 

; | ol 98 wr's bra 

| ing Arit 

; 8 i . | 8 c io 


Palatines of the Emperor Char 


E 


the Twelve Peers of France, and of the 


Every thing known relative to the origin | 


and hiſtory of Cheſs, may be found in this 


Memoir (the eſſential part of which is 


likewiſe inſerted in the French folio En- 
cyelbpedie, article Echecs}; in Dr. Hyde's 
book De Ludis Orientalibus ; and in Ori- 
15 gines de la Langue Prangoi iſe, "oh Dictionaire 


Etymologique de Menage, 4to. 1650. 1 


„„ 
. 


not t from 
but w as * ft pecimaens, 


add: 


che Roman 4 20 N N in * * 


cer anſ le dit Attalus . e alex 
Qui des Eſches controuua Tus TE 
Quand il traitdit dv arimerique, F 

i Attalus died 200 years before chu 
Our Denbam ys, 


This f game the Perſian magi did THR * | 
The force of eaſtern wiſdom to expteſs - 
From thence to buſy Europeans ſentt, 
And ſtyy d by modern Lombards \penfive Cheſs. | 


Other conjectures of the where, when, 8 
and why. this game was invented, ſhall be | 
"hereafter Weak in the words of their \ writers ; 

2 importance of che inveſtigation, 


An 3 


 - 


In | 


f 7 1 


Ina che royal treafury of St. Denis, near 
Paris, are kept ſome cheſs-men, with which 


it is ſaid Charlemagne (who died i in 8 14), 


ufed to play. © Only fiſteen pieces and: one 
pawn are remainin g. all of i ivory, y yellowed | 
by time; at the bottom of every one is an 
Arabic inſcription, which, according to Dr. 
Hyde, is only. the maker s name. The 


largeſt piece repreſents a king fitting on a 
throne, about twelve inches high, and eight 


broad, very clumily carved : the other pieces” Br 


are of to rude a form that I could not dil 


cover what they were intended to repreſent, ; 
The pawn (about three inches in height) ! is 4 


the image of A dwarf with a large ſhield; 


the countenance 18 marked with 4 bind of 
ludicrous expreſſion. a 


Mr. Philidor informed m me e that 711 ſaw, 


f in 1747, at Rotterdam, i in the poſſeſſion of 
a coffee-houſe keeper, a ſet of cheſs-men, 


which were made for prince Eugene. They 


were three inches i in height, of ſolid filver, ; 


chaſed ; not different in colour, but ſuf- 


ficiently diſtinguiſhed, by one fide aa 5 
B * = 


GETS 8 = Saree Lk 
1 th. rs 8 £7" 
— — Liao pong = — 


1 * 


1 an een . the other an Aft 
army. ff 
The moſt oa aable dee een 1 have "ron ; 
are ſtill preſerved at Rotterdam ; they were 
made by the chevalier Vander Werf (the ce - 
lebrated painter), who employed the leiſure 
hours of eighteen years in carving them. 
The pieces are three inches high, and the 
pawns two; half the number are of box, 
and the . half of ebony; they are all, 
except the caſtles, buſts on pedeſtals. The 
kings are decorated with a lion's ſkin, of 
which the pays are croſſed on their breaſt. 
The biſhops (les fous) haye fools caps, with 
bells, and are repreſented with very groteſque 
countenances. The knights are horſes heads 
and necks, with flowing 1 manes : the pawns, 
as well as the pieces, are all Aeg, bein g 
eight Negroes and eight whites, of various 
ages. They are as highly finiſhed as any of 
his paintings, and are in the poſſeſſion of 
his grandſon, „ Mr. Gevers, at whoſe houſe 
the curious traveller will have the additional 
plegfure of ſeein 8 a Porn as lauge as life, | 


of 


L323 % 

of the cheralier Vander Werf, painted by 
himſelf, and eſteemed his maſter- piece. 

The Aſiatic and African cheſs-boards are 
| & a ſingle colour, divided into ſquares : and 

indeed the diſtinction of colours, thou gh it 
Facilitates the playing, is otherwiſe ſa; per- 
fluous. I recolle& having ſome years ago 
ſeen, near T. etuan, ſeveral Moors fitting 
crxoſs -legged on' the ground, which was di- 


vided by lines, playing at cheſs, with black 
and white pebbles of different ſizes. The 


moſt convenient ſize for a cheſs-board is 
"ſquare of eighteen inches, which allows two 
inches to each of the Li (pgs or 
houſes os Too ? 
Dr. Hyde fays, that Lewis «ks XlItth of 
Flinte had a cheſs- board quilted with wool, 
the men each with a point at the bottom; 
1 by Which means he played when riding in 
a carriage, ſticking the men in the cuſhion. 
Cheſs- boards are now commonly made for 
che uſe of thoſe who travel by water, or in 


"7 F carriage, with a hole in each ſquare, a Peg 


at e bottom of i man, and fifteen 5 


| 
; 985 
ö 1 E 
| 
1 
5 
5 
{3 
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n 
* 


* — 


q 23 — 
* 1 


holes on each, fide ehe ben to bald the 
priſoners. . | : 
ny! firſt time I 5 Ak, 3 was 
at Ferney, near twenty years ago, he Was 
playing at Cheſs with father Adam, a Jeſuit, 
kept in the houſe ſolely to play with his 
Patron. As at that time I knew not even 
the moves, I am unable to give any opinion 
of Voltaire's {kill at Cheſs ; but by the ac- 
count of perſons who have Page with him, 
it never roſe above mediocrity. . : | 
Rouſſeau was very Pa at Cbeß. 
though an enthuſiaſtic admirer of it: he was 
| accuſtomed, when. at. Paris, to ſpend. many 
hours daily at the Caffe de la Regence, where a 
_ dozen cheſs- boards are conſtantly in uſe “. 
He, fays. in his Confeflions, ao II y, ayoit 


: un. Geneyois, nommé M. Bagueret, qui 
cant venu a > Chambery s J 'aviſa de me : propoſer 


il found Bis at Paris, in 1776, up four pair of 
: ſtairs, feeding ſparrows which had flown into his apart - 
ment; in, which, beſides the neceſſary Furniture, I 
| obſerved nothing but a ſpinnet, and his library, which 
conſiſted only of Taſſo's * in kalian, and 
| Robinſon Cruſoe, 5 in * 1 80. 
gain . „ oF dap- 


— 


== | 

dapprendre les Echecs, qu'il jouoit un peu. 
 Jeffayai, preſque malgr moi; & apres avoir, 

tant bien que mal, appris la marche, mon 
progrès fut ſi rapide, qu'avant la an de la 

premiere Seance, je lui donnai la tour qu'il 
m'avoit donnee en commencant.- Il ne men 
fallut pas d'avantage z' me voila forcent des 
Echecs. Jachete'un Echiquier: j achete e 
Calabrois; je m' enferme dans ma chambre, 
j'y paſſe les r & les nuits à youloir ap- 
prendre par cœur toutes les parties, à les | 

fourrer dans ma tete bon gre mal gré, 2 jouer 
ſeul fans relache & ſans fin. Apres deux ou 
trois mois de ce beau travail, & d- efforts 1 in- 
imaginables, je vais au caffe, maigre, jaune, 
& preſque hebeté. Je m' eſſaye, je rejous 


avec M. Bagueret : il me bat une fois, deux 


fois, vingt fois; tant de combinaiſons's'etojent 
| brovilices dans ma tete, & mon imagination 
etoit fi bien amortie, que je ne voyois plus 
qu'un nuage devant moi. Toutes les fois 
du avec le livre de Phd 

| Stamma, Jal voulu m'exercer A etudier des 


N la meme choſe m'eſt arrives ; 8 
TH . apres 


„ on celui de 


. N 
1 
. 


in). 


nes m'etre pris au, Je me 0 


trouve plus faible qu auparavant. Du reſte, 


of que j aie abandonnè les Echecs, ou qu en 


jouant je me ſois remis en haleine, je mai 
jamais avancẽ d un cran depuis cette premiere 
ſeance, & je me ſuis toujours retrouvꝭ au 
meme point on J etois en la finiſſant. Je 


m' exercerois des milliers de Siecles, que je | 


finirois par pouvoir donner la tour à Bagueret, 


& rien de plus. Voila: du tems bien em- 
pleye, direz vous! & je n'y en ai pas employs 
peu. Je ne finis ce premier effai que quand 
je n'eus plus la force de continuer. Quand 
Jallai me montrer, ſortant de ma cham- 
bre, Javois l'air d'un deterre ; & ſuivant le 


meme train, je n aurois 1 . ee 


ain 5 TOE 7 an 
It is well 3 ic Omai, ih native. 


of Otaheite, learnt to play at. Cheſs whilſt 


he was in London. As his proficiency i in 


this game was the cauſe of Mr. Baretti's 
dropping the acquaintance of Dr. Johnſon, | | 
After having cultivated it above thirty years, f 
the * of it, in Mr. Baretti s Own 


— 


— wales 


5 7 words, 


[9 } 
bbs is here eee from bis 
3 NSR Mer, thb 
My ſtory may be a belton to eager mor- 
| wh to miſtruſt the duration of any worldly 
_ enjoyment, as, even the beſt cemented friend- 
Hip, which I conſider. as che moſt precious 


and ſubject, like all th 
away in an a ment is 18 c- 
| priciouſneſs of chance, and by ſome one of 
thoſe trifling weakneſſes, unaccountably en- 
grafted even in the nobleſt minds that ever 
ſhewed to What a pitch human nature may 
be elevated. About thirteen months before 
| doctor Johnſon went the way of all fleſh, - 
my viſits to him grew to be much lefs fre- 
quent than they uſed to be, on account of my 
gout and other infirmitics, which permitted 
not my going very often from Edward | 
(ſtreet, Cavendiſh- ſquare, to Boltreourt, ; 
Fleet- ſtreet, as it had been the caſe in my 
better days: yet once or twice every month 
I never failed to go to him, and he was. al- 
* ſee the oldeſt friend be had i in 
15614 1 


we” { 
7 


© 
* 
1 


the ' world, Which, ſince Mr. Gattick's 
death, was the appellation he honoured me 
with, and conſtantly: deere me to ſee 1 
as often as I could. 
„* One day, and alas Wms 
T faw him, I called on him, not without 
ſome anxiety, as I had heard that he had been 
very ill: but found him ſo wall as to be in 
very high ſpirits, of which he ſoon made 
me aware, becauſe, the converſation hap- 
pening to turn about Otaheite, he recollected 
that Omiah had once conquered me at 
DS Cheſs; a ſubject, on which, whenever 
chance brought it about, he never failed 
to rally me moſt unmercifully, and malte 
himſelf mighty merry wit. 
= „This time, e 
43 before, he puſhed his banter on at ſach a rate 
| chat at laſt he chafed me, and made me ſo 
angry, that, not . able to put a ſtop to 
it . ſnatched 2 my hat and ſtick, and 


Dr ee Rs. — ö 9 AI 
. 2 
T 4 
; ” 
- +.» - 8 


neſs to that ridiculous cane, may tell whe- 1 


| 
| _ Aeilful tranſlator of. Taſlo, e Was a wit- 


by 4 
V 
* 4 . . 
1 
4 
. | * 
. n ” - e 
; . 
K* . 
* 


( = Þ 


cher the doctor's obſtreperous merriment 
deſerved approbation or blame: but ſuenh 
was Johnſon, that, whatever was the matzet 
in hand, if he was in the humour, he would 
carry it as far as he could; nor was he much 
in the habit, even with AGEING folks 
than myſelf, to refrain from ſallies Which, 
not ſeldom, would catry him farther than 
he intended. Vexed at his having g given me 
cauſe to be ange, and at my own anger too, 
I was not in haſte to ke him again; and he 
heard from more than one, that my reſent-" 
ment continued. Finding 85 at laſt, or ſup- 
poſing that I might not call on him any 
more, 'he requeſted ry reſpectable friend _ 
tell me that he would be glad to ſee me as 
ſoon as poſſible : but his meſſage 1 was deli- 
vered' me while making ready to go into 
Suſſex, where I ſtaid full fix months; and 
then was taken to Bath, where I ſtaid a 
month longer: and it was on my leaving 3 
Suſſex, that the newſpapers appriſed me my 
friend was no more, and England had loſt, 


|. poſlibly, the greateſt of yr e e orna- 5 
ments. | bob kt 2 59 
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FER was in London, where he remained 


with three engravings : although 


L 2 ] 
In 1783, Mr. De Kempelen, an Hunga- 


near a gar, with an automaton cheſs- playen, 
He giv ve me a French pamphlet, which had 
juſt been printed at Baſle, containing its 
it has been ſo recently exhibited, it may not 5 
be thought ſuperfluous to A the follow- 
ing ſhort account of it. | 
It is a figure as large a as 1 of in 1.4 aT arkiſh 
dreſs, fitting behind a table with doors, of 


three feet and an half 1 in length, two in 
depth, and two and 2 an half in height. The 
chair on which it fits is fixed to the table, 


which runs on four wheels: 3 the automaton 


leans its right arm on the table, and in its 0 
left hand holds a Pipe; with this hand it 


4 plays, after the pipe is removed. A cheſs- 
| board, 'of ei igh teen inches, 18 fixed before 


; this table, or rather cupboard, contains 


. Ms levers, cylinders, and other pieces 


of mechaniſm ; all which are publicly 


dif] played ; the veſtments of the automaton 


are then lifted over its head, and the. body i is 
ſeen full of ſimilar wheels and leres: there 


is 


” 
ol 


mechanical * by which the arm could © 


„ 


Ek 133 
is a little door in its thigh, which is like- 
wiſe opened: and with this, and the table | 


alſo open, and the automaton uncovered, the 


-whole is wheeled about the room: th doors | 


are then ſhut, and the automaton. is ready 


to play, and it always takes the firſt move. 
At eyery motion the wheels are beard; the 
image moves its head, and looks over every 
part of the cheſs-board; when it checks 
the queen, it ſhakes its head twice, and 
thrice in giying check to the king. It like- 
wiſe ſhakes its head when a falſe move is 
made, replaces the piece, and makes! its own 
move, by Ah. means. the ah 82 5 


- one, 


Mr. De . 3 to me, * 
bo: moſt ſurpriſing circumſtance attending 
his automaton Was, that it had been exhi- * 
bited at Preſburg, Vienna, Paris, and Lon- 
don, to thouſands, many of whom were 
mathematicians and cheſs- players, and yet 
the ſecret by which he governed the motion | 
of its arm was never diſcovered. He prided 
himſelf folely on the conſtruction of the 


$ 4 1 2 
perform ten or twelve moves; it then re- 
quired” to be wound up like a watch; 
after which it was capable of nn the 
1 number of motions. | 
The automaton could not play unleſs 
Mr. De Kempelen or his ſubſtitute was near 
it, to direct its moves. A ſmall ſquare box, 
during the game, was frequently conſulted 
by the exhibitor; and herein conſiſted the 
| ſecret, which he told me he could in'a mo- 
ment communicate. He who could beat 
Mr. De Kempelen, was, of courſe, certain 
of conquering the automaton. It was made 
in 1769. His own account of it was, 
._ © Cetune bagatelle qui n'eſt pas ſans merite 
du cotE du mecaniſme, mais les effets n'en 
| paroiſſent ſi merveilleux que par la hardieſſe 
de Videe, & par Þ heureux choix des mogen, 
employes pour faire illufion,” 
The ſtrongeſt and beſt armed load- ale 
Was allowed to be placed on the machine by 
any of the {| pectators. . 


Hiſtorians have commemorated the fot. 
bowin 8 ſovereigns a as cheſs-players, » by 


Char- 


. ws * 


© Charlemagne. | * 1 de 
rh 
+& Sebaſtian, * of benen. Here 
© Philip II. king of en, #7 
The emperor Charles V. 99 7 


Catherine of Medicis, Array _ of Fre 
"Pope LK. 

0 * IV. of France, * eres . WW 
aid XIII. 70 15 1 
James I. i of - England, who uſed to 


call this game a een "wy 122 
RR OO | 


William III. We rc e 
Charles XII. king of GARY t 

Frederick, | the late king of Pruſſia. 
"IT. St. Francis de Sales biſhop of Ge 


neva, fir Walter Raleigh, the prince of 
© Conde, lord Herbert of Cherbury, &c. 


When Charles XII. was at Bender, Vol- 


8 taire ſays, «© Pour tout amuſement il jouait 
quelquefois aux Echecs : fi les petites choſes 
peignent les hommes, il eſt permis de rap= 


4 «aging qu il faiſait toujours marcher le 70A + 
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: gives his opinion of Cheſs. 


Vol fe inparar qualche, nobi Saentia, 


88 


ce jeu, il s E fervait plus. que des. autres 5 
pieces, & par là il perdait toutes les parties” 

And again, when he was beſieged by che 
Tirks, in the houſe in which he ant 8 


22 N eee lt 


Quand on eut bien barricade la MG, 


9 1 


ö & que le roi eut fait le tour de ſes pretendus 


retranchemens, if ſe mit à jouer aux Echecs 
tranquillement avec ſon favori Grotbuſen, 


comme ki tout eut ete dans une SUE: quan 


las 273 : | wins ak | 


** 


Cabighone, in i the frond book of his Car 
tegiano, whi ch was written in 1 ds, thus 


44 1 
42 


« Queſto. £4 certo\ gentile interteniments & 
ne na parmi che un ſol difetto vi i 


traue: & quęſto e, che fi puo ſaperne troppo, 
di noch, che à cui vuol efſer eccelente nel gioco 
de ſencchi, credo biſogni conſumaru, molto 


tempo, & metterui tanto ſtudio, N R 


9 4 


guoſfooglia altra coſa ben d ior Fj 
pur m ultima con tanta Jatica, non pre 


& 4 3 94 


Tz 3% 4 at 


altro, che un Sehe. Hen in queſto. henſo, 


che 


che interuengu una 22 rariſima, cio . che. 
la” nelloeritd Av; Tre laudeuale che la  Meelen- 


. 8 * , "= Y 1 % 
$6 wks . * Ht "ORE "I Py C 2 
7 . 3 % 2 


1 in 1 wy wrote as follows: 


de _ eſprit ne touche & EPI ce 
niais & puerile jeu? Je le hay & fuy, de ce 
qu'il n'eſt pas aſſez jeu, & qu'il nous eſbat 
trop ſerieuſement; ayant honte d'y fourgir 
Tattention qui ſuffiroit A quelque bonne 
choſes Voyez combien notre ame trouble 
cet argnſeenent ridicule, tous ſes nerfs ne 
bandent. e a 

Combien amplement de Gone loy 4 
rb en cela de fe connoitre & de j juger 
droiternent de ſoy. Je ne me voy & retaſte, 


plus univerſellement en nulle autre poſture. 3 


Quelle paſſion ne nous y exerce ? La cholere, 
1e depit, la hayne, Timpatience: : & une 
vehemente ambition de vaincre, en choſe, 2, 
a laquelle il ſeroĩt plus excuſable de fs 
_ rendre ambitieux detre valncu. Carla pre- . 
 cellence rare & au deſſus du commun meſſied 
a un homme Ghonneur en choſe frivole 9 


1 
13 
|} 
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The 0 hevalier de Faucourt, who wrote 
the article C 5% in the F rench Encyclope- 
die, which was publiſhed in 1750, therein 
fays, © Les echecs ſont aſſez generalement 
paſſes de mode d' autres gouts, d'autres 
manieres de perdre le tems, en un mot 
d autres frirolites, moins exculables ont le- 


5 cede 2 4 * 


ah D'autres perſonnes : au contraire bong 
dess de ce que le haſard, n'a point de part 
2 ce jeu & de ce que Thabilite feuldyy et 
victorieuſe, ont regarde les bons joueurs 
d' Echecs comme douès d'une capacitè ſu- 
perieure: Mais ſi ce raiſonnement etoĩt juſte, 
pourquoi yoit on tant de gens mediocres, 
& preſque des imbecilles qui Y excellent, 
tandis que « de tres beaux genies de tous ordres 
& de tous etats, n'ont pu meme. atteindre a 


la mediocrité? Diſons donc qu ici comme | 


ailleurs, P habitude priſe dans la jeuneſſe, la 
pratique perpetuelle & bornce a un ſeul objet, 
la memoire machinale des combinaiſons & de 5 


li conduite des pieces fortifides par Iexercice, 
enfin ee qu on nomme Eſprit du Jeu, font 


3 F 16 
„ aA . * bd 


11 
1s Murder de la ſeience de celui des When, 
& n'indiquent pas d'autres . ou Saut 
merite dans le meme homme.” Ste? 1 
The carlieſt account we have of perſons 
i at Cheſs, without ſeeing the Board, 
is given by Gievarni Villaui, who fays in 
rence, as quoted by Guſtavus Selenus, duke 
of Lunenburg, © In queſti tiempi, nel Anno 
di Criſto, 1266, venne in Firenze un Sarad 
cino, che havea nome Buzecga, grandiſſimo 
mnaeſtro di giuocare a. Scacchi, e in ful 
| palagio:del FPopcho, dindnzi u Conte Gul 
Novella, giuocò, ad un' ora, tre Seacchieri, 
co migliori maeſtri di Seacchi di Firenze, 
giuocando con due a mente, e col terzo 4 
: veduta z e due giuochi yinge, el terzo fece 
—_ mii 'coſk fit YE i gran mar. 
lakes Mn, Wadi W 


109 Bo Nen Cheſs, 5 
| the Editor writes, © The Author was a fArſt- 
rate Cheſs-player,, as appeared by! his play- | 
ing from memory; and alſo by his new in- 
vention! of playing k 51¹ 


C2 ſeeing 


1 dfeld, without either | 5 


* 


1 rp 
1 20 4 . 


| ſecingir belng told _ moves, but only by 
feeling the pieces. 

This Doctor Aleflandro e has enti» 
* Hed the Third Book of his Work; Apologia 
contra Pietro Carrera, who, it ſeems, had 


in 0 Tieatiſe;}.eotioned: 8 wide: 585 
played at Cheſs blindfold, -withi6r mite 


him. This was Sa/vio himſelf of whoſe 


Book Carrera was already in poſſeſſion · 


Carrera ſays, that Zerone, Medrafio; 


Ruy Lopez, (all Spaniards); and Mangie: 


o, and 


lino of Florence, of whom mention is made 


„ © 


in the Commentari di Rafael' Volaterrano, 


anno 1400, played from memory: as. did 


Cheſs- boards. e 


human underſtanding, particularl 
5 culty of the ſoul, we term memory. He 


likewiſe Paolo Boe of, Irs 201 


[3 ide thite 


Keyſer, in ba cast of SM urin, in a, 
fays 3. The late Father Sacehieri of: Turin, . 
was a remarkable inſtance of the ſtrength. of 


that 'fa- 


could play at Cheſs with three different per- 
ſons at. the ſame time, even. gy: 40 =} 


any. one of the war dere 25 en 
75 Wi 8 | : ny 


* 


T-22 
no more chan that his ſubſtitute ſhould: tell 
him what piece his antagoniſt had moved; and 
Sacchieri could direct what ſtep was to be 
taken on his fide, holding at the ſame time 
converſation with the company preſent: If 
any diſpute aroſe about the place, Where 


any piece ſhould be, he could tell every | 
move that had been made, not only by him» 


ſelf, but by his antagoniſt from the begin- 
ning of the game; and, in this manner, in- 


a conteſtably decide the proper place of the 


piece. This uncommon dexterity at the 
game of Cheſs, appears to me, almoſt the 
greateſt inſtance that can be | ma of a 
ſurpriſing memory:” Fi 
Verci Gays, Father Sacchievi, n & 
of Mathematics in Pavia, played to perfec- 
tion on faur Cheſs. boards at the ſame time. 
Mr. Philidor's perſormances i in r this way, : 
| (hall be-mentioned hereafter. | 3 
Odanaum, in the Preface to his Mathema- 7 
tical Recreations; ſays, ** An infallible method 
of conquering at Chefs, i is not abſolutely i im- 
g py nobody has hitherto diſcovered it, 


"EY" and 


T 22 1 8 
and J believe, it never will be diſcovered; 
becauſe it depends on too great a amber * 
combinations.” Ny Wing 

In the 376th Number of the Craftſman, 3 
Lord Harvey fays, © Cheſs is the only game, 
perhaps, which is played at for nothing; 
and yet. warms the blood and brain as much 
as. if the gameſters were contending for the 
'- deepeſt ſtakes. No perſon eaſily forgives 
himſelf who loſes, though to a fuperior 
player, No perſon is ever known to flatter 
at this game, by underplaying himſelf, It 
is certain, this play is an exerciſe of the un- 
derſtanding. It is a contention, who has 
the moſt ſolid brain; who can lay the deep- 
eſt and wiſeſt deſigns. It is, therefore, 
rarely known, that a perſon of great vivacity 
and quickneſs, or one of very * is a 
maſter of this game. 
ohn Lydgate, the Monk of: St. Ed- 
mundſbury, calls the Queen ;Fers, from the 
| Perſian Phers, Viſier; from thence the 
French Vierge; Lady or Queen. The word 
e, uſed by mb old Latin Poets, from 
_ which 


which the Nerd * Sal, 18 the 
Perſian PHI, Elephant, which the Author 
of Le Roman de la Roſe, calls Fol; this 


name is ſtill fetalifed in modern French: ® 
| Rabelais calls it Archer. The En gliſh, 


Danes, and Portugueſe term it Biſhop ; the 
Germans, Lauffer, Runner; ; the Spaniards, 


Alfl ; the modern Italians A. Here, Enſign. 


Damiano, calls it Delfino ; ; the German term 
for the knight is Springer, Leaper; in the 
other languages, it is ſynonymous with Ca- 
valier. The Germans and Dutch call the 
Pawns, Bauren, Boeren, or Peaſants... The 
' Spaniſh phraſe for Check-mate, 18 Xague . 
Mate; banks in other Ong, it is 5 f- 
R 135 

This Ei, about the year 1 408, wrote 
a Poem on Love, which he dedicated to 
the admirers of the Game: -Kopal of Cheſſe, 
from, x which | the following extraQt i is $2 


«Ai all folkys vertubuſe, | . 2 15 15 
as dat gentil ben and e 2A e 


* lave the fair plen natable, 5 4 8 


f * 
matt delentable, 11 F 
ll. Tok 2 3 1 ; 6 | 


« A's 2 of 


is. 


/ 


> 7 


4 1 722 N 
$4 bas N i * * # 1 „ 
* . 
14 Kh 5 1 4 


tf 4 


-  whith all * * entente, . 
to them this boke p will preſente; *_ 
where then ſhall fynde and ſon andone, 
hom that j nat poxe agoone, | 
 wasof a fers ſo fortunat w 
into a corner drive and maat. 


In the ſecond volume, in vo, of the 5 
Modern Univerſal Hiſtory, I find, ce) Al 
Amin Khalif, of Bagdad, and his freedman 
| Kuthar, were playing at Cheſs without the 
leaſt apprehenſion of any impendin g danger, 

hen Al Mamün's forces puſhed the ſiege of 
| Bagdad with ſo much vigour, that the city. 

was upon the point of being carried by ; 4 
Gault,” Dr. Hyde quotes an Arabic Hiſtory be 

f of the Saracens, which ſays, that on this 

occaſion he cried out, when he was warned 
of his danger,“ Let me alone l for] {ce e 
mate againſt Nane 80 I 

It 18 further recounted of him, that cc He 

commanded. the different Provinces. of the 
empire to ſend to his Court all ſuch erg 
| ſons as were the. moſt expert at Cheſs, to 
whom he allowed. pepſions, and paſſed the 
moſt conſiderable ech time n 


I 0m.” This was about 
| W e 


kein lint. himſelf a at a mg IS 1 
Majeſty, Queen Elizabeth, ſent him a Cheſs- 
queen of gold enameled, which he tied upon 
this arm with a crimſon ribband. Eſſex Pero 
ceiving it, ſaid with affected ſcorn, «Now, 
1 —_ every fool muſt have a favour * 
| ir Charles challenged, fought him 
Marybone-park, diſarmed, and wounded 
| bim! in | the thigh.” - From Bacon's papers, 
2g quoted by Mr. Walpole, i in his e | 
Noble Authors of England: {4 
Warton, in his Eſſay on Pope, ſays, 1. The 
. game of Cheſs, that admirable effort of the 
human nd, was by . . #be Sara- hs 
c ens) inventec 3 
1 _ Gay, that the Fa Che 
= of uſe, , para deflegmar un hombre—-which Fog 
may be rendered to dephlegmatize a man. 
Ihe 24th and 25th Chapters of the Gfth 5 
Bock of Rabelais, a are thus entitled, Comment | 
feu fait? ung 8 bal eule en ferne de Tournay. 
5 Con omment bes trente deur Per ſonnaiges 7 2u bal 1 
combattent. Te Which I refer the reader, 
101 * 
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who will therein find'a deſcription of three 
2 at Cheſs, 11 755 wRE ane men and 
had a chamber in which was a cheequered 


this, living men moved under his I 


or Rook's | houſes, | becomes that Officer 
whoſe flation he has taken; provided fuch 
a one has previouſly been loſt, otherwiſe the 


till the requiſite vacancy ne Wd 
| W to be a reaſonable _ . 


fays, he Cheſs is ſo common in Ruſfa, that 
| during g our continuance at A9 oſcow, 1 I ſcarcely 


Dr. 8 00 Dos Joh of Auſtria, 


pavement of black and white marble: Upgit ; 


according to the laws of Cheſs?” 
4 The fame thing is told of a' Duke ar 
Weimar, who in ſquares of white and black 


mar ble, played at Cheſs with real ſoldiers. 


The Indians, when their pawn has at- 
tained the line of the adverſary s pieces, if it 
ſteps into the Queen's, Biſhop's, Knight's, 


* $404 ' : 


pawn F 


be en deavoured to be Protected 


Mr. Coxe, who was in Ruſſia Fa in 1772. 


entered! in to any com mpany where | N were 


: 
* 
CAE + 
* 
* 


3 " U 27 1 
not engaged in that diverſion; and I very 
frequently obſerved in my paſſage through 
the ſtreets, the tradeſmen and comiſion peo- 
ple playing it hefore the doors of their hops 
or houſes. The Ruffians are — 
great proficients in Cheſs. _ With them che 
Queen has, in addition to the other moves, 
_ thatof the Knight, which, according to Phi- 
lidor, ſpoils the game, but which certainly 
_ renders it more complicared and difficult, 
and of courſe more intereſting. The Ruſ- 
ſians have alſo another method of playin g at 
| Cheſs, namely, with four perſons at the ſame | 
time, two againſt two; and for this purpoſe, 
the board is larger than uſual, contains more 
men, and is provided with a greater number 
of ſquares. I was informed that this method 
was more difficult, but far more Raus * 
| than the common game.” 


The ancient foreign OY of ing 
7. roguer 7 are now no longer obſerved: thus 
almoſt all the games, and curious caſes given 
in the « old Italian x bopka, « are at . tor 
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tally uſeleſs e and of WIG it is Loose ; 
| to deſcribe: thoſe methods. | 
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Abend the year 1610, Thomas Middle 
ed a Comedy, whiah he called 4 


Game Cheſs ;; this is a ſmall Quarto, of 
68. pages, in proſe, rhyme, and blank verſe: 


The frontiſpiece, which is tolerably well 


drawn and engraven, is horizontally divided; 
the upper part repreſents two Kings, two 


; 3 s, a fat Biſhop, a white Biſhop, and 


two Knights fitting at a table, whereon is a 
Cheſs-board. The lower part contains three 
fi gures, thus named; a fat Biſhop labelled, 


Leepe your di Hance: ; Black Knight, a letter 


from bis Holynes ; ; and white Knight, Cblels 
mate * &; lſeovery.. On this frontiſpiece is 


5 en grayen, a game at Cheſs; as it was acted ning 
| Days 1 to gether at the Globe on the Banks ſide. 


I have ſeen four copies of this Play, in ond 
of which is this manuſcript note; the fat 


Biſhop was Antonio de Dominis; he was 
; maſter of the Savoy and Dean 7 infor, <> 
Few eafy beggarly preferments. And in an- 
5 ah copy, the far FO is called Biſhop | 


* of 
4 + 7 N 5 x 8 
Y i £ J , 1 3 5 
EEE * 
* 


of Gele and the black EKntg 
mam, WhO was Arabaſſaor froi che Court 
of Spain to that of James I.. The follow- 
ing Extracte Wilf' How tlie natur of this 
| Drama which appears to be withiout4'p ot. 


51 05 Ip” N 0:7 6 6 U E. — bt 
WHAT oF he Fame; Called Cet. play ebe made 
To makg a Stage play, ſhald elde day be playdolit ©: 
Fixſtz, yqu ſhall ſes the men ip ordẽxcſet 1c)! 2. | 
States, and Their. Pawney, when, both tors 


met. 50 30 

Tie houſes: well Aiſtinguif@: r in the oh 

Some men entrapt, and taken to their ſte, . Tio 
Rewarded by their play: And in the cloſe. 


Lou ſhall ſee Checquer mate given to vertues "ny 


Bat the fair ſt jewel, that « our hopes can N 4 


* W to play our game, Cawoid-your chectt. Ls 
AP TnduBion. | Enter Ignatius, (de =" SE 
covering Errour feedings: 0g) 8 "© 


be ſroeraly in order of Game, the; ts 
a 5 Black Houſe. . 3 
| . W PASS + 2 AER Le Primus! Sue, . hg. 


Enter ſeverally' White Queen's Paule ail Black: 
* Hure, e 


A nul int 1 4. 
[4fus Secundus. See Prima. 

| n the Black + Biſhops Paiune fle, Aae A 

% Pawne. ſufficiently: holy, hut unmea- 


ſurably politike, we had late intelligence from 
i „„ i | 
* Fo 


* 


told <4 
our moſt, induſtrious ſerwaat, (famous in all 
paris of Europe] pur Knight af the Black 


bouſe, that you have at this inſtant in chaſe, 
the White Queen's Pawne; and very likely, 
(by. the carriage of your game), to entrap 
And take her. Theſe are, therefore, to re- 
quire you, (by, the burning affection I bear 
to the rape of devotion) that ſpeedily upon 
the ſurpriſall of her, by all watchfull advan- 
tages, you make ſome attempt upon the 
White Queen's perſon, whoſe fall or 1 
tution, qur luſt moſt violently rages 
1 Secunda.) Enter Fut Biſhop aud his Ohm, ce. 
The reflections this Comedy contained 
againſt t the Church of Rome, occaſioned the 
Spaniſh. faction to get it ſuppreſſed by order 6 
of King James the Firſt; and by the inſfſu- 
ence of his Queen, the Poet himſelf was 
committed to priſon, where he remained” | 
ſome time, but at length obtained his — 
by this whimſical 1 to the 8885 * | 


A harmleſs game, ook only for delight, 8 
es ene che White. | 5 
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_ Uſe but. your Royal band, | ll ſet me hes, 1 1 . 
Tis but denden of a dan tber me. 225 Ie 


In 17 34, a periodical | paper Was | public ] 1 


* in the Dutch language at Amſterdam, by 


r. Juſtus Van, Effen, entitled De. Hot 
— Selhater. As this work, as never 


Jom igt 


been tranſlated, T ſhall inſert the leis 6 


free tranſlation of one o 1155 Papers, 1 3 
5 11 
Being at the houſe 0 A. With two 


HYPE 5 


friends; . after dinner v. We fat d down to 2 pool 


at Piequet ; "Juſt as as We 


ws 4 


bend their time in ſhuffling, 1 e 8 


ing out and pickitig up again, a parcel | * | 
: children's s prit ints; ahd according to > the. event * 


of ſuch a dviion pay or recave cach o qthor's 
money. It 510 QI © 911 0 1 vd 75171 Ts 11 Me 


+ 


had begun to play, 
our landlord $ nephew joined 1 us, and imme- 
diately ex preſſed his aſtoniſliment, that p. per- 
F fons of our age and underſtanding, , could miſ- 


1 a 


a . aked Biel for kits! favourable « opi⸗ — 
nion of our underſtanding: : but his nel 


aſked him, were! he had learnt duch Polite- 
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them fot fools. . | 2 


i 


and, at the amgty 


1 to tell you, 12 am 
fit 2. whole evenin 8 
rack, only, to move 


any pecuniary advantage, but from a, deſire 
ef being thought more ſubtle than your an- 
tagoniſt; would i it not be the fame thing, : as 
if 1 told you, , "that 1 conſidered, C Chels-play- 
ers as " fools ; 3 and you, who own you would 
negleR your meals i in purſuit of | * Ps. 
E eee 


. OY f 43 


E winners; 
4 Chels,. requires; A mathematical. genius, an 
a the y vi itory is to be aſcribed ſolely, to one's 


1111 35 NN 


41 (3.72 1 . 


2555 a ſtep towards be 


32 ] 
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£97! 


$ 


, neſs; as to fraiſe people for their good ſenſe ; 


© inſinuate, that he took 
ow, continued he, were 
aſtoniſhed that you ean 
with your brain on the 


little | images fror m place 


| to place, on a ſquare- board; not in hopes of - 


S 2.4.3 4+ 


4932 


4 ; whereas, to = at 


440714 


on Kill, .and by x no means to blind chance. 95 
T.even,doubt, whether playing well at Cheſs | 


eng a good general: 
+ ſo noble a game, 
©. 


4- $3 1 


us to be the object of glory rather than of 
Bain. His uncle replied, it may be ſo but 
what have vo to lay in excuſe for your- 
ſelf, when you play with Mt. L. Who gives 
you the Queen and a Knight! Many women, 
and even boys are to be met with, who ap- 
parently ſhew as much judgment in the con- 
duct of their game, as the wiſeſt ban. The 
mathematical genius which you require, 
eſteem as nothing; becauſe I am acquainted 
with many who know not even the meaning 
of the word mathematicꝶs, and who, notwith- 
ſtanding, conquer many mathematicians, He 
who poſſeſſes a good memoria localis, and 
who plays by routine, will always win the 
game. of another, whoſe vivacity leads hirn 
from his original plan. Vou ſay, that in 
this your favourite game, the victory is to 
be W ſolely to your ſuperior penetra- 
tion : von] qught to have, added, to the 
2 your antagoniſt, 0 50 +ENanNC & 
becauſe betw een-equal-playcrs). if; they both 5 
play correctly, eau heo has jake, moye will = 
— e mins Nbg te 
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e 9 
have this firſt move, it is cuſtomary, either 


do take a black pawn in one hand, and a 
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White one in the other, and let the antagoniſt 
: by gueſſing the colour, determine which 
hand is to play. firſt; dr to twirl a piece on 
the board, and the black or white ſquare on 
which! it reſts, decides which colour is to 

have the preredence. I ſhall not attempt to 
inveſtigate, in in what manner Cheſs can be a 
ſchool in miniatute of the art of war, as the 
folly of the compariſon is evident 81 for tho 
you make your attacks, defend yourſelf, and 
endexvour to conquer your adverſary, theſe 
manœuvres are all practiſed in ſo ſmall A 
compaſs, and with ſo trifling a difference in 
the diſpoſition of the pieces, when. compared 
with the: evolutions of war, that there ap- 
pears to be no other ſimilitude than in the 
attaek and defence : And ſince i in war, as in 
every ching elſe, many events happen which 
make it neceſſary to act from appearances, 
often deceitful. 1 may venture to affirm, | 
that cards enable to form better notions 
f war than Cheſs kan ©): as in the latter; 


muſt always regulate our play from poſitive 
evidence, and not t accom 5. to reaſonable. 
v e 99 . 
Chefs, continued he, is Katy played 
at for money; ; and, indeed, the playing for 
money, or for nothing, can neither increaſe 
nor diminiſh the merit of any game. 
Cards and Backgammon, are the inven- 
tions of intelligent perſons, as well ag Cheſs 
and Draughts. They faw that the bow 
muſt not always be bent, and that it is better 
to be Eads oO trifles. 1 to remain 
| idle. ; 163 8051 | 
The old PREP thus eel: to ha- 
rangue his nephew: You muſt remember, | 
for it was very lately, that 1 came to your 
houſe, one evening, and found you playing 
at Cheſs with Mr. B. You had won the 
frſt game, which had rendered you ſo inſg- 5 
lent, that you treated him like a child, Who 
MN ought to go to ſchool to take more leſſons 
s I before. he attempted to play with ſuch a 
maſter as yourſelf. But! in the ſecond game, . 
your croming ind. #1 offing Were toon at an 
D 2 | end; 


* 
+ 2 

8 1 . 
* 4 
N . 
ö . 
15 * 
"oF 


EEE i 96 1 "of 
a "a; you 01 injudiciouſly, aftor! whikh, | 
in half 2 dozen moves, Mr. B. check-mated | 
you. Thus your pride had a fall z and tho 
vour antagoniſt was as even- tempered after 
his conqueſt, as he had been after his defeat, 
you was evidently vexed; grew peeviſh, loſt 
the three following games, and then left off 
Playing g ſo very abruptly, that I was aſhamed 
of your: behaviour. Vou bore your diſcom- 5 
fiture with To bad a grace, that at ſupper, 
you was. incapable of converſation; and, as i. 

_  «recollect, ſcolded the ſervant for having, as 
vou thought, neglected to ſet the falt on the 
table, though it ſtood before” your eyes.— : 
Tour ſiſter told us, ſhe dreaded to ſee you 
q "bring? out your: Cheſs-board. | When you 
won you would never leave off till the ſup- 
per was either ſpoilt: or cold; and when you 7 
oft, che pieces were, indeed, ſoon put into 
| the box again, but then there was an end of 

| al Jout good" temper and chat for that even- 
3 ing. "Theſe are the conſequences of thut 
noble game , wherein the viflary is to be eri. 
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to blind chance. And why; 2 Becküle bir Toſs 
is to be irnputed merely to one's O Igho- 
ran ce oK inadvertency; 7 therefore, we rather 
prefer amuſing ourſelves with ſach' games as 
may be called relaxations,! and that do not 
require the btain to Be ſo much on "the 
ſtretch, as to be intapable of attending” to 
| any thing elſe. Beſides bur ſelf-love is not 
ſo much intereſted in winning or loſing 9 
little money by chance, as your's s Which is 
_ elated with the idea of being more acute, or 
depreſſed with the diſgrace ol ae Wart 
ſtupid than your adverſary.” niit 10 zicabs 

Here the young i this: inter- : 
| rupted him — What, though at one time I 
may, perhaps, not ſes the game well piyet 
at another, I may probably not be ſo dull; 
for I remember, that the day after, I won 
x games ce of Mr. B . 

Ha! ha replied ch the uncle, 2 üs 
755 but you ſhould have your. nativity. caſt; 
in order to know; your b and unlucky 
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But before we. drop the ſubject, 1 have 


only to obſerve, that I do not deſpiſe Cheſs, 


but eſteem it to be a good paſtime, provided 
we do not make ourſelves llaves to it. The 


proper time to play at Cheſs, appears to me 
to be when the mind i is too much elevated 


by the ſucceſſion of lively pleaſures, in order 


to compoſe it by that kind of ſtudy : and, 


on the contrary, when the mind is as it 
were deadencd by the long attention to any 


ſerious, employment, I ſhould prefer cards, 
or any ſuch light amuſement, which will 
admit of laughing and talking. In a word, 
I only require, that no man ſhould make his 
own. diverſion ſo much his hobby- horſe, as to 


nach him to ap 8 of eee Y 


th bay g N o 5 ; VER and 95 


| toms of the Engl iſh, I find the following 


quotation from an old Manuſcript, in 1 the 5 
Harleian Library. 5 . 
When then hed dyned, as J you ſave, 
Lords and Ladyes pede to plane; | 
Some to Tablis, and ſometo Cheſſe, 
With othir gemps more and leſſe, e 


1 9 ]: 

The Danes were very fond of Cheſs and 
Dice, for Biſhop Etheric coming to Canute 
the Great, about midnight U pon urgent bu- 

ſineſs, found the King and his courtiers en- 

gaged at play ; 3 ſome at Dies and others at 
hm be” 
The game of Chel' was Fe 5 in n great 
eſteem. Daniel, i in his Collection, tells us the 
following ſtory of Prince Henry, the young- 
eſt ſon of the Conqueror, afterwards Henry 
the Firſt, who, with his brother Robert, 
went to the court of the French king, where 
they were well entertained: © and upon an 
after dinner, fays he, Prince Henry wan ſo 
much at Cheſſe of Louis, the king's eldeſt 
ſon, as hee growing into choller, called him 


che ſonne of a baſtard, and threw the Cheſſe 


in his face. Henry takes up the Cheſſe- 
board, and ſtrake Louis with that force s 
drew bloud, and had killed him, had not his 
brother Robert come in the meane time, and 
interpoſed himſelfe; een SI's _ 
5 "oy took , and gat ys 


D Pp 90 N In | 
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4] 
In an eld Fbem of the life and acts oe: 
Richard the F irſt, is this verſe, 
And Eng Kichard fode and pleye, © 
Att the Cheſſe zn his galey, 
"0H n the Paſſionate Madman of Beaumont I 
and . letcher, a perſon lays, 21. 


Or may I thrive as L deſerve At Biliar as; 4 : 
No otherwile at Cheſs, or at Primero. oe 


| Dryden has mentioned Cheſs, in- his fag 
on the Joung Stateſmen,. I 680, thus, 


1 So have I foom a King on Cheſs, ' 
Ns (His Rooks and Knights withdrawn, 3 
His Queen and Biſhops i in diſtreſs) Gout 
Shifting about, grow |] leſs and Kh. 


With here and there a Pawn. £8 


FEE S-3 38: 


Por in his Aims, che, 


And Cards are dealt, : and Cheſs-boards bene 5 
1 eaſe the Hain of coward thought. a 


In Languer 115 Chronicle continued by Cope = 
r is this paſſa ge, ORE 
The game of Cheſſe about this ſeaſon, (A. C. 264.) 
was deuiſed by wyſe men, to mitigate the Weg oc 
hertes * 884 | 


Luigi 


44] 


Luigi P alci, in bis ms a Mnggire, 
ſays, : ee Feten 


— — e a cigante.; 5 Ga ; 
Tu fei oy i, Re de Naibi, o di Scacchi, 


25 mio ent convien bake Vammacchil, ©" 


8 15 


#1 


An 3 of ot of g Booxs,. 


which have been publiſhed on Cnzss. 


The firſt book which was written on 


2 1 
* - 

3 
. 


Chels, was by Facopo Daccigſole, a Donis 
can friar: I cannot aſcertain the Oe time | 


in which he lived. $3780 Dif e et 


n Hyde, 9 gin M — * chi, 
wrote a moral book of Cheſs, before A. D. 


1200,” entitled, De Moribus Hominum, & 
Officiis Nobilium ; and that it was tranſlated 
into German verſ by e neee 
A Monk of Stettin, in 1 337. 8 


yerei ſays, that the gie | ao was 


written either in Latin or in French; that 


the Latin manuſcript is ſtill preſerved in the 

Library of the Seminary in Padua; and that 

the firſt Italian edition was printed at Florence 
in 1 149 37 in c and the feeond at Venice ö 


. 


2 1 , PY 
». OY * 5 
3 * 


„ 8 
1 os 
OO IP REAR, X＋;!à0ß yt 4 — 


- 
* 4 > F \ _ - 
—— — 


[4] 
In an eld Poem of the life and acts of 
wp NES the Firſt, is this verſe, | PR 
| And bit Richard ſtode and lere. $90 50 
Att the Cheſſe zn his galen. 1 
3 n the Paſſi onate Madman of Beaumont 
| and F Tetcher, a perion ſays, | | 


Or may I thrive as 1 deſerve at Billiards ; ; | 


1 No otherwiſe at Cheſs, or at Primero. 8 
A 0 LT 


j Dryden has mentioned Chess i in his ag. 
3 on the Young Stateſmen, 1680, thus, 

= | 80 have I ſeen a King on Cheſs, ' - 

1 Kis Rooks and Knights withdrawn, WS 
i | His Queen and Biſhops i in diſtreſs) | | 
1 1 Shifting about, grow | leſs and Ih, 

1 1 With here and there a Pawn. 1 15 


= 15 1 in his Alma, fays,. 


= And Cards are dealt, : and Cheſs-boards WY 
2 To eaſe the pain of coward thought. Wen rh; 

ah Angle $. Chronicle continued 4 cane, 
7 756, 1s this paſſage, " 


The game of Cheſſe about this ſeaſon, (A. C. 26 
was deuiſed by wyſe men: to mitigate the myndes. oc 
hertes 18 5891 4 


5 . 5 Luigi 


+4} 
Finer. Pulei, in His e cage Moggivre, 


S drs l gigante ; 13 EVI 


Tu ſei qui, Re de Naibi, o di EY 
Sol mio een convien ck io t re e 


- * 5 , 6 4 U p < 9 * 1 N 
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An ee eee of. oſt of: ping FP 
which have been publiſhed on Cnxss. 


The firſt book which was written on 
Cheſs, was by Jacopo Daccigſole, a Domini- 
can friar : : I cannot aſcertain the pag time 
in which he live. 

Dr. Hyde, PEE pts «Fateh & Choi, 
wrote a moral book of Cheſs, before A. D. 
1200,” entitled, De Moribus Hominum, & 
 Officiis Nobilium; and that it was tranſlated. 
into German verſe by W e 
a Monk of Stettin, in 1337 NES rg 

Verci ſays, that the — work. was 
written either in Latin or in French; that 
the Latin manuſcript is ſtill preſerved i in the 
Library of the Seminary in Padua; and that 
the firſt Italian edition was printed at Florence 
in 1493, in quarto; an the frond at Venice 


in 1s 34, in OOO} „ bis ord 308 thai 
a e "w 


. 


U a]. 

The only copy J have ſeen, is the above 
mentioned F lorence edition, which is in the 
King's Library, it is a ſmall ores of 1 50 

pages, thus entitled, 
¶ncomincia un tractato gen tile, & utile della 
virtu del giuocho degli Scachi cioe intitolato ae 
cagſumi deglbuomini & degliufitii de nobili: 
Mm _ eompeſie pel reverędo maeſtro Jacopo daccigfl 
dell ordine de frati predicatori. 
| Ass this is the moſt ancient book © on hs 
IF ſubject, and that Caxton tranſlated it literally, 
2 farther account of it may not prove unac- 
1 b ) Yo food (90k: 6 a 
Slew printed in the Wan Roman we, 
and is ornamented with thirteen prints from 
engravings in wood, the outlines only are 45 
| | ö expreſſed 5 without ſhade and are tolerably 
drawn: the frontiſpiece, which is repeated as 
a tail- piece, repreſents two men playing at 
Cheſs; a king on his throne is obſerving 
| them, and four more ſpectators are ſtanding 
FF by. The other prints, are the King on a 
1 | throne, with a crown on his head, the ſceptre | 
in his right hand, and a globe in his left, 
OD je The 


— 


121 
The Queen on a 12855 with a mantle of 
n 

L Aline, a man 00 on a t with 
an + open book i in his hand, repreſenting. a 
„Lawyer; as there two of theſe pieces in the 
game, the book ſays, That he on the white 


ſquare is for Civil, and he on the black one 
for Criminal cafes. | The Knights, horſe« | 
men, armed cap- A- pied. The Rooks, Le- 
gates, or Vicars, men on horſeback totally 
unarmed. The firſt Pawn which ſtands be- 
fore the King's Rook is a Huſbandman, 
with his bill in his right hand, and in the 
left a wand, to guide his oxen and flocks, 
and a pruning knife at his girdle. 
The ſecond Pawnplaced before hy King . 
Knight, is a Smith with a hammer in one 
hand, and a trowel i in the other, clothed | in 
+ ſeaman's jacket. M 
The King's Biſhop's bann. is a man 1 
A pair of ſheers in one hand, a knife in the 
other, an inkſtand ee at his button, 
ada "ou ſtuck Sing his gh . 


* ? 1 «1. +255 N 4 , 
"us A, 11 
* Its 
r N N b 
* * 
— o 


* 
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[ 4 ] 
The King's Pawn'has a pair of ſcales" in 
his right hand, in his left a meaſuring wand, 
and a PRO of Chet ata} his waiſt- 
bandit se id ak oor 1 i 
The RG 8 W is a aun intecbf in an 
wa chair, with a book in one hand, and 


int the other a vial; various chirutgicabiin< 


ſtruments are ſtuck in his girdle. This per- 
ſonage repreſents” a Phyſician; who to be 

perfect, as the book clays, ought to be A 
linker „ logician, thetorician,. af 
ger, arlthmetician, ' geonietrician,” and: mu- 


If 


; N $ * 1 * AP ad 
ficjan. DICER * 1 on 200 41 Hid af COLT 


The Queen” Biſhop's': Pawn,” is a man 


ſtanding at his On door, with a glaſs of 


wine in one hand, a loaf of bread in the 


other, and a bunch-of, n at his alt re- 
preſenting an Inn-keeper. | 


The Queen's Knight's . 1 _ | 


Hive keys in one hand, a pair of compaſſes in 
the other, and an open purſe at his waiſt. 


The eighth and laſt Pawn, is a man wi 


his hair diſhevelled, age cloaths, four dice 
in his right hand, a cruſt of bread in his 


= 


4 


1 4 1 


left, and a letter pouch fulpended from n his 
ſhoulders: en of TORT: WM e$ 0 4-L 

The Book is divided into eenth- dur 
Chapters; ; the three firſt give an account 
When, And how the game was invented: the 
five following contain a deſetiption 6f the 
pieces; the next eight, of the pawns; and the 
laſt eight, of their moves. "After wi WS h are 


ſome verſes, which begin thus: r 
Leggl lettore con Panimo altiero, ** 1 f | | 
Quel che contiene queſto bel viſume':. 
Giuoco di Scachi non e a dir il vero 


Ma regola di uita e buon coſtume, 
Di viver lieto e d'animo ſincero, 


E poi cercare quello eterno lume, &c. Wt 
The concluſion is: 


7 : "a * 
1 : 
# '$ * 
- 


Adunche r ricorriamo acolui il quales; vir- 
tude. & gratie, da cui procede ogni gratia & / 
virtude, che andi alquale ha dato per modo 
che habbiamo ſaputo dire alcua coſa, ſopra il 
ginoco degli Scachi ad honore de nobili, ci 
dia gratia in queſta, preſente. uita che noi 


poſſiamo, con lui, perpetualmente. A 


TEgnarg, in fecula feculor Am- Amen. Se ©7713 


Imprefſo i in 1 3 8 per Maeſtro Antonio B Mi ſeomini, 4 
* 2 1901 Bod bes 
hs Alno MCCOCLEX XXIII. por 7 


Ln 5 at e 2 { 
U IVI 193.01 Adi ptitas di Marzo. 4 I'M ag als | 
.] , 15 The 
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The next Book on Cheſs was printed in 
1474, by W. Caxton ; and according to 
Ames Typographical Antiquities, was the firſt 
book printed in England, though the Editors 
of the Encyclopedia printed at Edinburgh 


fay, there is a ſmall quarto volume of forty- 
one leaves in the public Library at Cam- 
bridge, entitled, Expoſicio Sandi Jeronimi 
in Simbolum Apoſtolorum ad Papam Lau- 
rentium. Impreſſa Oxonie & finita, Anno 
Domini, MCCCCLXVI1I : : xvii die Decem- 
bris. . ; 
This is fad to hw been printed with 
wooden types, but Caxton was the firſt who 
printed with metal types. 15 
The new edition of Ames, 178 5. g- i 
mented by Wm. Herbert, ſays, 
© This Book on Cheſs, has been compar- 
ed with Recueil des Hiſtories de 7 royes, 
1464, as well as with the tranſlation thereof 5 
by Caxton, printed at Cologne, 1471, anda 
perfect reſemblance found between them in 
the manner of printin 8, not only the page 


üſelf, but the number of lines in a page, 
the len gth, breadth, and. the intervals be- 
#1 | _ tween 


#4 


[47 ] 
tween the lines are alike, - It was originally 
written in Latin by Jacobus de Czſolis; 
tranſlated into French by Jehan de Vignay, 
a Monk Hoſpitalar; and from this verſion, 
Caxton tranſlated his edition.” It is a ſmall 
folio, of 144 pages, beginning thus : ; 

To the right noble right excellent and 
vertuous prince George Duc of Clarence 
Erle of Warwpk and of Saligburpe gtete 
Chamberlapn of Englonde and leutenant of 
Jrelond oldeſt broder of kunge Edward, 
bp the grace of god kpnge * SN r 
of France, cc. 

Therfore I have put me .indevone to tranſ- 
late. a lirpll book late comen in to mpn 
handes out of frenſh in to engliſſhe in which | 
Þ fpnde thauctorites. dictees, and ſtories of 
auncient Doctours Philoſophes Poeres 
and ot other ple men \ vs,» IP: Fee 


1 he a and contents of 1 Gap 


; ters. are preciſely, the lame 4 as in ache 23 ? 


I 7 
* The eight en as before deſcribed, are 


thus named: 

le 2 titinge bf the erthe. 
.  Smythis and other werkes in yron and metall 
Drapers and makers of clotk and notaries 


Marchantes and chaungers 

Phiſicyens and cirugiens, and apotecaries 
Taverners and hoſtelets 1 36 
Hardes of the cities and tollers and cuſtomers... 
: rene players at dyſe and the mefſagers od 


ay; * 


The 9 * din B Book, is ad 
4 | Mabe being three pages add a half, each of 
31 lines, exactly copied from the n 5 
> RE which i is in the Kings 6 Library une is 


Tor ag moche ag we fre and \know# x that 
h 5 the memorpe of the peple is not retenty pf bur 
=. right forgetefull when ſome here longe talis 
= E hiſtorpes whiche they can not alle retepne 
in her mynde or retorde, therefore. J have 
put in this prelent Chapitre all pe thynges 
aboveſapde as Thottly as J have © conie, 
| Firſt this plape or "game was kaunden in 
the tyme of kmfitttodarh lipnge ok Babk⸗ 


= - lone, and ets o. phlipe 2 


— FF 0 u! d ˙—Ki Rn Hr IG — — 
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— 


| 49 "i 
wple. named vbilomerer fonde hit, and the 
tauſe why, was for the correction®of the 
kynge Ipke as hit apperith in the the firlt 
chapitres, far the ſaid kynge wag ſo tpran-« 
nous and felon that he might ſalfre na cor= 
recrion, but Neipe them and dide daa put hem 
J to deth, that. cotretted bym, and had than do 
put to deth manp right wpſe men. Than 
the peple bepnge ſorowfull and ryght eupll 
pleld ok this eupli-lyf ot the kynge prapd 
and requpred the philoſopher, that he wolde 
rerprpyte and telle the kynge of his kolpe. and 
than the philolopher ancmerd that he ſholde 

be dede pf he lo dide, and the peple.ſapd ta 
hym, tertes thou nughtelt ſonner wille ta dne 
to thende that thy renome mpght- 


tame £9 the 
veple, than che pf of the kynge hold conty- | 
nue in eupll for-lacke of thy councepll, ar bp 
 faule of reprehenſion.of ;the, or that hu 
darſt not don and ſhewe, dat hau ſai. | 
And han the-philoſopherherd this-he pro- | 
mild mo dhe pepe pe he wold pu ham inn 
-denopr tom correrte hum, and — 


7 


"effate of the qu 


1 : um | ; $ lor tg and 8 the rope! And 


1 


1 5e 1 


the deth and kepe to rhe peple his promeſſe, | 
and than this he made in this maner and 
ordepned theſcheguer of Iriiii. popnts as 
js a fore ſap, and did do make the korme ok 
chequers af gold and fuer in humapne kp⸗ © 
gure akter the katpong and formes ag we 
have dpbyſid and ſhewid to pow to fore in 


thepr chapitres, and ordepned rhe moeupnge 
and theſtate after that it is ſaid in the cha- 
pitres of theſchelſes And whan the phllold⸗ 
pher had thus ordepned'the plape or game, 


and that hit pleſid alle them that ſaw hit, un 
a tyme as the philoſopher plapd on hit, the 
kpnge cam and ſaw hit and deſired ta plape 
at -arthis! game, and than the phploſopher be- 
igr and teche the kpnge the ſcience 
er the ye E' rhe draughtes. Saynge to 


hym kyprſt how rhe kynge ought to have in 


 hymſelf pptie. debonairte and righrwil⸗ 
nes as hit is ſaid'to fore in the chapitre of 


ne And be enſepgned to him the 
ene and what manners dhe 


h 0 have and than ot the alphyns as 


alter 


n 
after the riiture of the knyghtes, how they 
ought- to be - wiſe. trewe and curtopg and 


alle the ordre of knyghthode and than after, 


the nature of the vicaires & rooks as hit 
apperpth in their chappitre And after this 
how the compn peple ought to goo eche in 
his office, and how thep ought to ſerve the 
nobles. And whan the philoſopher had thus 
taught and enſeigned the kynge and his no⸗ 
bles by the maner of the plape and had re⸗ 
p,hended hpme of his eupll maners, the 
kynge demanded hym upon papne of verh to 
telle hpm the cauſe whp and wherkore he 
had made E founden thys plape and game | 
and what thpnge meupd him therto, and 
= than the philoſopher tonſtrapned by fere and 
drede anſwerd rhat he had prompſid to the 0 
peple which had requpred hym that he ſhold 
torrette and repriſe the kynge of his eupll 
Vices, but for as moche ag he doubrid the. 
| dethand had ſeen that the kpnge dide do flee 
the ſages & wpſe men, that were ſo hardy ta 
blame hpm of his vices, he was in grete 
| anguplhe E forowe, how he myght fynde/a_ 
„„ 


4 N © 
8 
. | 
4 
\ % * 


and to fave his owen pf, and thus he 
thought longe and ffudped” that he konde 
tzhys game or plape, which he harh do ſeffe 
forth kor to amendt and torrecte the lpk or 
the kynge and to change his maners, and he 
adiouſted with all that he had founden this 
game for fo moche as the lordes and nobles 
Habondpnge in delpces E richeſſig, and en⸗ 
jopuge the temporell peas ſhold eſchewe p⸗ 
vlenes bp plapnge of this game, and for to 
Ayve hem taufe to lene her penſifues and 
foroweg, in aupſpnge E ſtudppnge this 
game. And whan che kpnge had. herd all 
- rhpſe cauſes, he thought that the philoſo- 
pher had founde a good maner of correction, 
And than he thanketh hym gretly, and thus 
mn” by thenlepgnement and lernpnge of rhe phy- 
0 lolopher he changid his. pf his maners & 
alle his eupll conditions And bp this maner 
hit happend that the kynge that to fore 4 
time had ben vicpous and ditordynate in 
bis liupng was made juſte. and vertuoug. 
5 debonapre. gracious and full of. bers 
unte 


** 


1 4} 
unto alle peple, and a man that ſpopth in 
this worl# without vertues liueth nokag a 
man hut as a beſte, And therfore my rinnt 
renoubted lor dj praꝝ almighty god ta ſaue 
the kyng our ſauerain lord c to gyve hym 
grate ta pfiue as a kynge & tabounde in all. 
vertueg, and to be aſſiſted with all other, bis 
lordes in tuch wyle p* his noble royame of 
Englond map proſpere E . Ls 
rues, and pe ſpnne map be eſchewid tuſti ſice 


kepte, the ropame dekended od men re- 


warded malefactours, punpſſhid. c the we 
peple to be put wo] PONCE Ha 


that verrap peas. and charite 1 map pony N 

bothe his ropames, and that * andiſe map | 
haue his cours in ſuehe wile that euern 
* n elcheme ſynne, and enereſe in verruous 
occupacions, Prapnge pour good grate to 
reſleppe this litpll and ſpmple hook: ma de 
under the hope and chadawe of pour noble 


protettion by him that is pour mast hum⸗ 
ble wy nine thanke Aud an 
= 3 5 


var 


( 54] 

prap almighty god for pour long wt E wel⸗ 

are which he prelerue And lende pow that⸗ 

compliſſhement of pour hpe noble. jopoug: 
and vertuaug deſirs- Amen: ,: Fpnpſthid' 
the laſt dap of Marche the per of our lord god. 
wn" thouſand koure honderd and Ixxitit. . . 


BY The only copy of the ſecond edition T5 
| which J have ſeen, wants the title and the F 
firſt chapter : : it was in the poſſeſſon of Mr. 
Edwards of Pall-Mall. The initial _n_— ; 
tals are not ſupplied : ' thoſe in the firſt edi- 
tion appear to have been painted in red, 
after the book wðas printed. This ſecond 


edition, ſeems to be exactly ſimilar to the 
firſt, excepting that a preface is added, a pa- 
: ragraph retrenched from the concluſion, and 
another inſerted in its place: and that it is 
decorated with ſeventeen prints from en- 
gravings in wood, much like thoſe in 1 ra, 
— F n N 
1 W and concluding carne aro 
The boly appoſile. and — ot the 
0 Sant pant an in bis gar. 2 
Mad. that 


35 ] # 2 
that is wryten 1 wryten untoour volieytie 
and fox our ſervying. CTUherfoze many no- 
ble clerkes have endevopꝛed them to wipte 
and compyle many notable werkys and 
hiftoryes to the ende that it myght come to 
1 _ the knowledge anv underſtondyng of ſuche | 
as ben ygnozaunt. of which the nombre is 

infenyte, and accoꝛdyng to the ſame faith 
Salamon. that the nombze of foles. is in⸗ 

fenyte, and emong alle other good werkys. | 
it is a werke of rygbt ſpecial recomenda« . 
tion to enforme. and to late underſtonde 
wylſe dom and vertue unto them that be not 
lernyd ne can not dylcerne wyldom fro 
folye. 'Thene emonge whom there was an 
excellent doctour of dyuynytein the royame - 
ol fraunce of the ozdre of thoſpytal of ſaynt 
johns of jberulalem whiche.entended the 
tame and bath made a book of the cheſſe 
mozalyſed, which at ſuch tyme as j was re⸗ 
ident in brudgys in the counte ot flaun⸗ 
ders tam into my bandes, whiche, whan, 
neteſſarpe fox to be had in engliſhe;- and 
in (EINE of 1 - And — | thende 1 


= 4 5 } 


\thit forms which have not ſeen it, ne is 
 vorti6iive frenfh ne latyn. j deſyberey in 
mytelk to kranflate it into our maternal 
tonge. and when j bad achepved the ſain 
fronffacion j did doo kett in ande 
„ cetteyn nombre of theym. 
were vepeſihed und folde. Ubertbre by © 
raiſe this ſaid boke is ful of holfon' wyſe: 
dom and requyfyte unto euery eſtate and 
degree. j have purpoked to emprynte it 
 Hewing detto the figures of fuch per⸗ 
Tones as longen to the playe, jn whom al 
altates and degrees ben/compryſed,” bele⸗ 
then al them that this titel werte wall cee. 
pere, or rede to baue me kor excuſed kot 
the rude and fymple makyng and revu⸗ 
tung into our engliflhe, and 'whereas 18 
Dokaute to corrette and amende, and in 
ſo doyng they wall deletve meryte and 
thanke, and 1 wal pray kor them; that 
pod of pig Arete merep wal tewarde them 
in hie ng viilfe in heven, to the 
'Whiche! he brynge us, that I pre⸗ 


| Fious' eee, rr 
af 9} SM 4 ai HEH] N 1 l ©2339 S 
After, 
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"R And a man that iwoytb in tbis worde 
without vettues liveth not as a man but 
as a beſie;” Chenne late euery man ot 


what condycion be be that :repytb-.or 


herith this litel book redde take thereby 
entaumpie to amende dom. _ Explicit per” 


* $ $00 +) * 1 
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Exx Hd Poetry, gs,” £ 27 OT 
Wo Jacobus de Ciſtflis,” or of Cafalitin Ita- 
* a French” Dominican Friar, about"'the 
year 1290, wrote in four parts « Latin Tres 
tiſe on waned which was printed at Min 
in I 479.” © 934 "TP 0 nffiagd* n ie 
rod «Tt 45 *anBated) ind Bench by John 
er , and 72 du Vignay, under the t 
age ef Jeanine, Dutcheſs of Bourgogne, 
ton's patroneſs, about the year is? With 
the title of Le jeu des Ecbecs moraliſe, ou Le 
True det Mobiler, & tes gens tu pruple -_ 
Len der Echers. = This "was after ward trank. 
no 89 Cow.” who 7 5 nol | 


Marton, in the 100 wol — 


A | 38 10 ; 
976 5 a nel to the. article Caxton, i In the ned p 


Biograpbia "Britannica, it is ſaid, that Ja- 
capo flouriſhed about the year 1 129 53 otbam 
cy bim a Oey earlier. ene ee 
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4 13+ Libro da imparare giocare a Seachi.dn * 
© lingua Spagnola E Taliana _novay n 
Stampato. T 
This is a ſmall 8 of; wy Pages, 
without name, date, or place: in the title 
page, is a print from a coarſe; engraving in 
wood, repreſenting a prieſt and a monk play- 
ing at Cheſs. One third of the book is in 
Italian, containing ſome account and the 
rules of the game: the. remainder is a col- 
lection of curious ends of games, (in Spaniſn 
4 primores) with a Cheſs- board in the mid - 
dle of each page: the explanation at the top 
is in Italian, and at the bottom in Spaniſu 
but the figures on the boards are ſo | badly 
engraven,. that not one ol ' theſe ee 18 in- 
telligible. e 33 
This dab in che Ege hg © wy * 
that of the Royal e is likewiſe a copy, - 
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Which is the only book on the ſubject there 
preſerved. I was: favoured with the fight | 
of another edition, by the Chevalier de Pin- 
to, in the common print, alſo without date 
or place, but 'otherwiſe exactly RE: the 1 25 | 
eee eee 
Laus Deo. Finiſſe' el libro da 8 

giotare a Stachi E delle partite. Copa 


per Damiano Portugheſſ e. 
Toll mentions this RR and nr it was 


Damiano, amon 2 g other ofen, of the 
origin of Cheſs, ſays... i ane, 


Altri dicano che fureno doi Fekitelltigiali ls 

chiamaueno Lidio  Titreno, liquali amlitti con 
una grande fame per /palſare- el tempo c non 
patire tanta fame 4 afflittione ordenarno queſto | 
gioco t coſt ſe paſſarno gquello infortuniq de modo . 
che ton alto gioco paſſaueno il tempo > 50 man- 3 

Fiaueno fe non tre uolte in dusi giorni, _ oth 8 
hk 4+ Libro de Ha i invencion liberal yas Fry | 

0 juego del, Axedrez, por Ruyjopez, de Sigur, 5 
clerigo, vezino dela villa Cafra. "Dir rigida al 
muy Wuftre | Sefior Don Garcia de Toledo, 
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50 y mayordomo Mayor al cent 
principe don Carlos nueſtro 8eñoor. 
En Alea _ Henares, 1 561, bete 
Fei Cle onhg cd od ni 0 
In ;the- Dedication;):the Auther .begs; of 
Don Garcia, to N o mirar que tan: indes * 
o pequeñas ſean. Is coſüs que wats. pf 
ino ebanimo del que las offrece. 6 23n30ip 
The deſcriptive part of the bock is hab 
from E ra. Jacopoꝭ's Treatiſe. I was favoured 
with the ſight of this bock by Count Bru al; 
it is the only one e in A a 
W 4 kg” TU TT e 2 W nir 
Jes t contai 0 6 
may ch a pecimen of the work. 


--Þ 81 eguimos Te opinion, de aver Pa 10 


philoſopho Xerxes invetor, conviene a laber, 


que fue inyentado e en 1 ciudad de Babyloni a 


Ts 4: 


en el tiepo que reynaua en ella Amilone: 


| por coghometo Enilmerodach hijo de . 


| bucedonoſor. . 3490 anos, deſpues de la crea- 


. 2 — 5 


Fior n.del mundo : : 7 56 d. 


— 


ios antes de ha yeni 


i. Chriſto Saluador nueſtro al mundo: bi 


| 61 
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$00 afios deſpues de la deffruyciih de Trojus 
Y 192 años deſpues de lafundacis: de Roma, 
reynãdo en Roma Seruio Tulio ſexts! rey de 


Roma, en el ano, 20 de ſu reynado: Por. 
reyno 34 afios. En Ia Olimpiada 54. 235 
anos antes de Alexandro Magho. 27 afios 
deſpues de la captiuidad de los Hzbrevs. Y 
eſto conforme a la. verdadera, y recta oi 
nographia de los OY y Wee r 
antores. 10 
„ Capit. 1}. - En Ain * watts el; juego & 
ocio loable, no ſolo eg e pero ſer ne- 
ceſlario 9 la n * _ n. 
45 « Losj juegos beben n Wee 
deuen ſer permitidos: perodemas deſto 4 | 
ceſfarios para la conſeruaciõ humana. Porque | 
come dize Ariſtoteles en el lib. 10. de las 
Ethicas. cap. g. omnia habentia corpora nõ 
poſſunt continue operari. Quiere dezir. To- 
das lag coſas que tienen cuerpo, no puede = 
oontinamente trabajar. por tanto diae el 
meſmo en el cap. 9. videtur requies & ludus 
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1 621 * 
viſto el deſekſo y juego ſer coſa neceſſaria en 
la vida. Porq como dize el meſmo en el 8 


de las Politics. c. 1. Laborãs indiget requi. 
Ludus gratia requiei eſt. El q trabaje, dize, 
tiene neceſſidad de deſcãſo: y el jasgo es 
por cauſa del deſcãſo. | : 
Seneca, Ovid, Valerius * Quin- 
tilian, Ifidorus, &c. are Fr qpotcd to the ſame 
_ purpole, e. : 8 101 
Otros a8 auer lo West dos bm | 
nos griegos llamados Lydo y Tyrrheno. Los 
_ gw, cõ una 95 _— bn * 
gu padre . fle cſtrefido i Toile tu 
pueblo, por la eſterilidad, y hãbre q padeſcia, 
| Y echada ſuerte ſobre qual deſtos dos hijos 
quedaria en la tierra, y qual yria a poblar a 
otras partes, cupo à Lydo quedar en la tierra 
para ſucceſſor del reyno, y al Tyrrheno ſalir, 
llevãdo conſigo la mayor parte de la gete : el 
qual arribo à Ytalia, y poblo lo q 22 
| e Y. ahorn, = Toſcana. 


i 
+ 114 


Fa 


af 5. The pleaſaunt and  wittie * of the chats 
renewed. Lately tranflated out of Italian into 


Freneh | 


4 
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; French and now ſet farth in Englithe by Janes 
Rowbothum, Printed at Yondon, 1562 
This book is dedicated to Lord Robert | 
Dudley, K. G. in ramo, 110 pages, and 
appears to be tranſlated from Damiano, 
whoſe paragraph before eee is — 
thus rendered. is 1 8 


Other ſome ſave that they were tern: . 
The one named Lidie, and the other Tirrhene, 
who beinge afflicted with great hunger and famine 
did invent this plape to the end that in playinge 
of it they might employe their ſpirites ſo vehe⸗ 
mentlye, that they myghte more ealily pale che 
faminall affliction. And indeede>they paſſed the 
tyme ſo well that they ma 1 . in by 
ens, 2 $7001 avian! 


4 3s 


— 6. The next book i in point. of a antiquity, "'F 
a ſmall duodecimo of 190 Pages, containing: a 


deſcription of a game, to be played on a : 7 


board with ſquares. _ 3 Fe 
Ok thi®book, I have een two copies, one 5 
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Though! it is not a Cheſs - book, the fol- 


hgh 8. account aſje may not be 2 
able. „ Sond, HY: 


It is printed in black. A Py is TOY 


dicated to Lord Robert Dudley, K. G. wal 


his portrait from an- engraving on wood.) 
The title is as follow: 


'The moſt ancient and learned ls called 


1 the Philoſophers game. invented for the hone 
recreation of Students, and other ſober perſons; 


in paſſing the tedious of tyme, to the releaſe; of 


_ 2 and _ t * ow WE. | 


7 * . — mprin of two oldn men n pla 9 


"_ AED \ we . n vl 
That moſte auntient and learned playe, , ales 
the Philofopher's game, being in greek ter med 
: Pofjuoyrxiny is as much as to faye in engliſhe, as 
the battell of numbers. Pumbers be either eve 


or odde, wherefore the enen parte is againt tht 


ans Fei being 


ode, either part hauinge a kyng, 
taken of the aduerſaryes part, and 

. PER 2 
relebrated within his . gan x 
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At the end is 


© Proms at London by. Kowland , Pall for 
James Kowbothum, and are to be ſolde at 


his ſhoppe | in TREGE under Bowe en 


156% TS 
All things delonglilh to this game 
for reaſon you may bye: 
at the booke ſhop under Bochurch 
in Chepeſyde redilye. 


The board of this Philo of bp der 5 game, 
is eight ſquares in breadth, and fixteen in 
height, There are twenty-four men on a 
fide, repreſented as flat pieces of wood, cut 
in the form of circles, triangles, and ſquares. 


The king is a ſquare on which is a triangle 


anda circle. The bottome or lower part of 


every man (excepte the two kinges) muſt 
| be marked wpth hys adverſarpes colour, 

that when re is taken, he mape chaunge 

hys coare and ferve hym unto whome he * 

priſoner. , | 


The men are numbered, ah; are to be 


taken by equalitie,  obſidion, addition, ſub- 


firaction, multiplication, and diviſion, and 


by arithmetitall, . and . 


proporrion. - 


2 C 
* . : . 
7 þ * "a N f & 
* 
, 1 h 
8 by 


es 


The book does not mention, whether any 
Philoſopher ever played at this gam. 


/ 7, I Guubes degli Seacchi di Rui Lopes, 


Spagnusls. fradvtto di Cie. Pen, en 4. 


Venetia 1583. 


This book is a quarto of. 214 pages, 
wholly printed in Italics, and contains a col- 


lection of games. The only copy which I 
have ſeen, | is in the library of Count Bruhl. 


| 


8. Libro nel quale f f tratta della maniera di 
giuocar 4 Scacchi da Horatio Gianutio, della 


2 Turino 1 597. 


This is a quarto of 104 pages, containing 


many games, and twelve ends of games. — 
This book is in the King's library. In 


1783, another copy was ſold at Paris, from 


the library of the late Duke de /a Valliere © 
and theſe are the only two I ever heard of.” 


9. TS jev des Elches, avec ſon e 3 
5 ſcience et practique. Traduict eee 


en Frangois. A "Or 16998 


This 
„„ eo A008: 
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1 his a quarto of 94 pages, tranſlated froin 
Ruy Lopes ; ; the firſt thirteen contain an ac- | 
count of the pieces with the moves, the re- 
mainder is a collection of games. 


Que fign ent les trente· deur vaſes vuides 15 
n tablier. Chap. iv. by; 
Ces caſes ou places ſont vuides en 
IEſchiquier, parce qu'il faut que celuy qui | 
a 2 gouuerner vn peuple aye le ſoing non 
ſeulement d'auoir vne cité & republique pour 
Thabitatiõ de ſon peuple, mais auſfi de terres 


& de poſſeſſios pour faire trauailler ſes 
ſubiects, afin que de leur trauail ils puiſſent 


tirer leur nourriture pour redre, Wader a leur 
Roy.“ 

F rom dis Seventh e : 

6 La Dame du Roy blanc ſe place tou- | 
ſiours en la caſe blache ? a main gauche de ſon 
Roy, ceſte caſe blanche nous ſignifie la 
chaſtete qui embellit parfaictement la ene, 
qu elle doit ſoigneuſement conſeruer auec ſes. 
"autres vertus, Qu elle ſoit a main, gauche 
cela nous denote qu elle va ſaubs la protectiõ 
& defenſe de ſon Mary; Celle du Roy noir. 


elt en vne e caſe noire, & a la main droite, & 


„„ - 


68 ] 


ceeey eſt afin que les pieces reſpondent les 
ves aux autres, en l'ordre de J Eſchiquier: 
nous pouuons encore doñer quelque raiſon 
de ce qu'elle eſt en vne caſe noire à la dextre 


de ſon Mary, parceque la femme doit reluire 
ſeulement aux rayons de ſon ſeul Mary de qui 
elle eſt plus honoree qu'aucune perſonne de 
ſon Royaume, ce que ſignifie la main droite 
qu elle tient, eſtant la couſtume de mettre à 
We - ma; droicte ceux a quy Jon veut faire n | 
= d' honneur.” e 
This book ends, I know i not b why, with 
Anter muerto que mudado. 
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Jo. Il gioco degli Scachi di Den Herr 
Carrera. Militello, 1617. 2 = 
This is a quarto of 600 pages, containing 
an hiſtorical account of Cheſs, and Cheſs- 


0 


players: a deſeription of the pieces, and A i 
number of games. g | 


Among the celebrated players, het men- . : 
tions Paolo Boi, « of whom he tells the fol- 
lowing ſtory : njl% 14,3 28312" 7 
N Venice 6. once del Wick a ED 
8 Player, 3 8 rar eV ny | mak upon 
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= his means, and gave him his liberty, and a 
2 thouſand ſequins. He returned to Naples, 


[ 6 } 
reflection, finding that he ought reaſonably | 
to have won; he was Aid OR ſuſ- 


pęcted his adverſary had uſed ſome ſecret art, 


whereby he was prevented from ſeeing the £ 
games: clearly ; and as he was very devout, 
and was poſſeſſed of a roſary with relies of 


great ſaints: he reſolved to play again 


with his antagoniſt, which he did; not only 


armed with his beads and bones, but alſo 
ſtrengthened by having previouſly received 
the - Sacrament. By theſe means he con- 
quered his enemy; 'who, after his defeat, 


faid to him theſe . words, 56 b b ˖s 
more potent than mine. 


Salvi ſays of this Boi, that he "AY with 
Leonardo da Cutri, and was little inferior to 


him in {kill + he embarked at Barcelona, 
was taken by a corſair, and fold at Algiers 
for a ſlave. His patron having diſcovered his 


abilities in Cheſs, won conſiderable ſums by 


and was there poiſoned by his ſervant i in 1598, 
at the age of 70, for the fake of his money. : 
20 a” Carrera 


. 1 
Car rera adds, that Boz played at Cheb 
with Sebaſtian King of Portugal; he kneel- 


ng with one knee on a cuſhion, and th King 
e 1995815 


Bayle in bi Diationary, gives the Slane 


ing account of him. bo 
Boi, commonly called the 1 
was a very famous player at Cheſs, and very 
much conſidered i in the Court of Spain un- 
der king Philip IL... ie received many fine 
| preſents from that prince. He received alſo 
many. from Pope Urban VIII. and it was 
his own fault that he did not receive a good 
biſhoprick of him; for it was offered him, 
but he would not be a clergyman *. — 


Having had the misfortune to be taken by 
corſairs, and to ſee himſelf reduced to 
ſlavery, he found means to make thoſe 
2 urkiſh, and ſavage men tractable by his 
{kill at Cheſs. They admired him for. it, 
treated, him cg and ien 00 


* cc What an abuſe 1 and what a fine way to attain 
1 Epiſcopacy | NES bee 5 


* 
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7 1 
ranteth from him but the leſſons he gave 
them for ſome months on that game.” 

Carrera fays, that Gregory Ducchi, of 
Breſcia, wrote a poem on Cheſs in Italian, 
called Scaccheide, in which he 9 8 82 ani- 
mates the pieces. 

He further ſays, that a WY hn 11 . 
for a large ſum of money, and cheats by 
making falſe moves, which he calls Mini- 
firatti, commits a mortal ſin; but only a 
venial one, if he plays for a trifle. | 

From his Auuertimenti, tules, or cau- 8 
tions for playing, I ſhall ſelect the following: 5 

He who plays, muſt not have his mind 
occupied elſewhere; perhaps in things of 
importance, becauſe, without doubt, he will | 

then be the loſer... 


| «© Whoever is to _ an important game, | 
muſt avoid filling his belly with ſuperfluous | 
food, becauſe fulneſs is contrary to ſpecula- 115 
tion, and offaſcates the ſight; ſo that it 
1 neceſſary he ſhould obſerve ſtrict ſo- 
briety: thoſe people are praiſe-worthy, who, 
previous to playing, clear their head by me- 
1 F 4 dicines, 


72 J 


dicines, which have the virtue of rendering 


the ſpirits pure and ſubtile; by which 


means, they may enter into the conſidera- 
tion and acuteneſs of the moves, with the 


greater intenſion.“ 


Carrera invented two new pieces, to be 


added to the eight original Cheſs- men. That 


which he calls Campione, is placed between 
the King's Knight and Caſtle: its move is 
both that of the Caſtle and of the Knight. 
The other, named Centaur, between the : 


Queen's Knight and Caſtle, has the move of 


the Biſhop and Knight united. Each of 
theſe pieces has its pawn, and of courſe, 
the board muſt contain two more {quares on . 
each ſide, which will augment their num- 
ber to eighty. This invention appears to 
have died with the inventor. | 
Several common. games are f -ccified, YT 
wherein the advantage given by one player 
to the other, conſiſts in allowing him #/ Re- 
cavallo, la Donna cavallo, or that his King 


Or. Queen might de move like the 
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This book is very ſcarce; I MY ſeen 


three, copies, one in the King's Library, 
another in that of Count Bruhl, and one 


which belonged to a Mr R 10 Charles Merſey, 
a German, who attempted a few years ago to 


inſtitute a Cheſs academy i in London, RG 


3 $ 4 #5 


11. II Puttino, nn e il Cavaliero 


Errante, del Salvio, Sopra'il gioco de Scac- 


chi. Napoli, 1634, 40. 
This book contains a hiſtorical account of 
the game, and of Pers with gras 152 6⁰ 
games. 
The hero of the bobk! is Little of el 
tri. From the particulars of his lite the . 


lowing are taken: 2 


During the pontificate of geh wr. 


Leonardo was at Rome ſtudying the law, but 
he attended much more to the ſtudy of 


Cheſs; in which game he was ſo ſkilful, 


that, though very young, | he conquered all the 
beſt players—and it was on account of his 
youth that he was generally known by the 
appellation of il Puttino, the boy. Tt now 7 


- 


N 
happened that Ruy Lopez, an Eccleſiaſtic 
of Zafra, a man of letters, and at that time 
the firſt Cheſs: player in Europe, came to 
Rome to follicit the Pope for a Benefice, 
which was then become vacant at the Court 
of Philip IT. of Spain. This was about the 
year 1574. * 

22 Having heard of 3 8 Hoe, he 
ſought his acquaintance, played with him, and 


- conquered him two following days; which 
vexed the young man ſo much, that he im- 
mediately went to Naples, where he remained 


two years ſtudy ing and practiſing Cheſs. From 


thence he returned to his native place Cutri, 


in Calabria, where he learny that his bro- 


ther had been taken by Corſairs, and chained 


to the oar. Leonardo ſet out to ranſom 


him, and agreed with the Reis or Captain of 
the galley, that he ſhould be ſet at liberty 
for two hundred crowns. Leonardo having 
diſcovered that the Reis was a Cheſs- play- . 
er, played with him, and won his brother's 
: ranſom, and two hundred crowns beſide, 
with which he returned to Naples: from 


1 


thence 


44 * 


* 


4 
* 
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thence he failed to Genoa, Marſeille, and 
Barcelona, playing with and conquering all he 
met; and then travelled to Madrid, where 
he ſoon revenged himſelf on Ruy Lopez, by 
beating him at Cheſs in the preſence of 
Philip IT. This King afterwards gave him 
a thouſand crowns, and many jewels, furs, 
&c. Leonardo then went to 19 8 where 
( not a black). The King loaded 
him with preſents, and gave him the title of 
Knight Errant. He returned to Madrid, 

from thence to Naples, and after re · viſiting 
Cutri, he was poiſoned by ſome envious per- 
ſon in the palace of Prince Biſignano i in Ca- 
Jabria, and Wed 3 in the forty-ſixth 3 4 55 of his 


* 


12. The Roni game _ of Cheſſe-play, "TROY 
times the recreation of the late King, with 
many of the nobility, being the ſtudy of 
- Biochimo, the famous Talian. London, 
16 . eee eee ach 
With 4 Portrait of Charles V rbb 


” * Beile. 2 rae” F7 
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Theſe Verſes are addreſſed to Dr. Bud- 


den, Was "ON D. h Was the ＋ ranſla- 5 


gu now merle 18 che golden ce, 
Men that could onely fool at fox and geeſe, 
Are new made Paliticians by the book, 9 1 
And can both Judge and conquer. ik a 
e . N nin 
v7 . The hidden fates of Princes you unfold, 
Court, Clergy, Commons, by you laws con- 
troll'd. AN | | 
Strange ſerious wantoning | All that they | 
- Bluſter'd and clutter'd ng you wiſely play. 


This book further contains ſome verſes t to / 
Dr. Budden, the rules, and ( 94 games. Be- 
fore the errata, the ſtationer ſays, Gentle- 


men, for few elſe will buy this book, I i in- 
treat . to correct theſe errors, . 


by 3. Th, | APES game wo, Cheſi-play, being a 

princely exerciſe, whereby the learner may pro- 
fit more by reading of this ſmall. book, than 9 
playing of a thouſand mates, 
By Jo. Barbier, P. London, ups, 3 
Pages, 12mo. 


This | 


. 


This ſmall book contains ſome verſes by 
the author Arthur Saul (Barbier was only 
the Editor), in the ſtyle of thoſe you Pocts 
Sternhold and Hopkins. 


All you that at the famous game 
Of Cheſle deſire to play, 


i Come and peruſe this little book, 
Wherein i is taught the ways 


But 1 thou or at Cards or Dice, 
- The nights and dayes to ſpend 3 
As many, which thereby obtaine, 8 

Flat beggery in the e ke. 


1 cantiof e after whoſe manger, the 
following verſes are: ge 
Even like your double tong'd lawyer 2 
5 That the caſe can vary, | 
ns: 80 as to make the ſame appeare 
' Moft juſt, and moſt contrary, 
Our Barbier tels there is no rule 
Wbereby to play this game 
Yet many pretty rules here gives. 1 71 
Whereby te to win 1 the ape, Eee, 2 


"The book contains "the moves, dhe com 
mon rules, and the laws of the game. 
Among 0 theſe laſt is, oh Ws not therefore, 


1 


| x 
44 


MF wo new y pieces, end two 1 ns, are © added 


oh 


1 75 
at no time that thou playeſt at this game 
(out of a conceit, as I ſaid, that any thing 
becomes thee well) ſtand ſinging, whiſtling, £ 


| knocking, or tinkering, wherby to diſturbe 


the minde of thy adverſary, and hinder his 
projects; neither. keepe thou a calling on 
him to play, or haſtening of him thereunto, 
or a ſhewing of much diſlike that hee play- 
eth not faſt enough ; remembering with 
thyſelfe, that beſides that this is a filent 
game, when thy, turne is to play, thou wilt 
take thy owne leaſure; and that it is the 
royall law ſo to deal with another, as thy- 


ſelfe wouldſt be dealt withall. a 


14. 1 Campeggiamenti degli Scacchi, ſi | 
nello Stile Antico, che nel nuovo Arci Scac- 
chiere, Stratagemme & invenzioni del Dottor 


di Legge, Franceſco Piacenza. Toriho, 1083, 
_ 4to, 136 pages. OY 


This Arch-Cheſi-hoard is like the Polich 
Draught- board, with a hundred ſquares.— 


. 1 
Py 9 . #- # 4 5 5 * F Mt 3 


* 5 


on 


» SIC 


41 
on each fide. The place of the firſt, called 
Centurion, is between the King and his 
Biſhop, its move unites that of the Queen and 
the Caſtle for any two ſquares only, and 
that of the Knight, ſo that there are ſixteen 
places where it can go, beſides its own, 

when in the centre of the board, but it can- 
not move into any of the eight ſquares which 
mmediately environ it. The other piece 
named Decurion, is ſituated between the 


Queen and her Biſhop; moves and takes as 


the Biſhop does, but only one ſquare at a 
time. This piece, and the adverſe one, of 
courſe, ſtand on ſquares of different colours, 
which colours they can never quit, It will 
appear, that in this game, as well as in that 
py Carrera, the black King muſt at the be- 
ginning ſtand on a white. ſquare, and the 
Queen who mult always be placed on a ſquare 
of her own colour, will then be at his left. 

This arch- game ſhared, the fame fate as 
that of Carrera (from whom the idea was 
taken), as na mention has ever fince been | 
made of i it in any book, 


Le ; 


x : b 
We In 
f 4 k : 
\ ! 


"> 8 1 
13 this book is ſome account of the me- 
0 thod of making the check-mate with a par- 


ticular; pawn, or piece: and alſo in a certain 
e e e 8 


q - I 5. Dell Antica Pettis, oo che Palamede = 
non & ſtato 1' inventor degli Scacchi. Trattato 
di Marc Aurelio Scverino, Medico, e filoſofo 
Napoletano, with his N 4to, Naples 
1690, 82 Pages. 


* 16, La Filoſofia, overo il berche degli 
Scacchi, 4to, 120 pages. 


Buy the ſame author : : 1 have not WIE in 
either of theſe performances, a | Gingle line 
worth extracting. 985 


17. Loe ſeu des Echecs, traduit del Ttalien | 
l 0 Giachino Aach Calabrais, 3 a ran I 1774s 
244 Pages, amo. 


Many editions of this i ; been . 
fe printed: the firſt French one was dedica- 
{ed fo che 2 8 De Louyois, | 5 


- 
" 
” 
* - 


K 1 

In 17 zo; an Engliſh cranledod nk print- 
4 in London, in 24to, with a print as a 
frontiſpiece, copied from a very fine one in 
ſmall folio, which was engraven at Paris by 
Lepicic, in 1746, from a picture of the ſame 
fize, by C. D. Moor: it repreſents an old 
man and a young one ſitting, and play- 
ing at Cheſs; a man ſtanding with a glaſs 
of wine in his hand, overlooking them : 3 
a guitar hangs. againſt the wainſcot; the 
drefles and furniture are ſach ; as were in uſe 
in the fixteenth century. Belides this print, 
I know of only two others on this ſub- 
ject, one in large folio engraven at Paris 
in 1768, by B. Henf̃iquez, from a picture 
painted in 1763. by A. Van Loo: (the 
picture I neyer faw; the print is not worth 
deſcribing ;) and the other engraven in Lon- 
don, from a drawing of H. Bunbury, Eſq. 
The book contains 88 games, and ix eu- 
nous terminations of games. : i 

Bayle, in his Dietionaty, gives tl the follow 
ing account of C0; 
"APE Giachino 'Greeo,, known, under the 
18 8 name 


4 


. 
name of the Calabrian, played at Cheſs ſo 
&&ilfully, that it cannot be thought [ſtrange 
that I conſecrate to him a little article. All 
thoſe who excel in their profeſſion to a cer 
tain ns deſerve. that die, 8 | 


S- K-57 - IV 


He went to all the courts in Rees, and 6 
ſignalized himſelf there at Cheſs, in a moſt 

ſurpriſing manner. He found famous game 

ſters at the Court of France, ſueh as the 
Duke of Nemours, Mr. Arnaud, Chaumont, 
and La Salle: but though they pretended, to 
know more than others, none of them was 
able to play with him, nor could. they cope 
with him all together. He was at Cheſs a 
bravo, who ſought in all countries ſome fa- 
mous Knight, with whom he might fight, 
and break a lance: and he found none 

whom he did not overcome.” A wit made 

theſe verſes upon that ſubj ect, which were 0 
publiſhed 1 in the Mercure Galant, 169 1 


72 4c 4 peine dans la corriere r oy 
 Contre moi tu fais un pas; 155 

| Que par ta demarche fire, | : ene 

1 9 Ton ons mes projets font a bas. e 


+ * % *% VP f : g ; 
2 6b 24 + 3 : 7e 
* "1 7 
. % * 


#7 


„ my ne 4 g 


Ne voi 5 ah que tu | Pavances. e 

5 Ss e toutes mes defenſes ; 

| - Tamber tous mes champions, 

10 N eee 2 
| bod 1 Noi, Chevalier, Rec, & Reine, 

67.0 Sent indie tae, tes Pins.” 1 


105 Le Jeu tn Echets, compo p par! M. 
de Sperlih, Laufine. No date. 

But by the Orthography, it appeats 0 
have been written about this time; it is 4 
rms, 'of 1 20 pages, containing wy games. 


je?” The Noble game of Cheſs, by Philip 
Stamma, native of Aleppo, and Interpreter 
of the Oriental Languages to the. King © 
Great Britain, London, 1745, 12mo, 120 
pages, containing 74 garnes, and roo more 
in various and particular fituations; with the 
manner of playing them. Theſe are the firſt 
games which 1 find noted by letters and | 
| figures, which method appears to be the 
beſt, being conciſe and intelligible to every 
European. It was publiſhed in the French 


language in 1737, in Paris. Another 
French edition was printed at Utrecht in 


* 


. 27772 
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1777, 12m0, 163 pages; ; containing the 

100 ends of games above mentioned, but 
not the 74 whole games: . preceded by a 
F rench Poem on Cheſs, of about 160 lines. 


It has likewiſe been printed at the gs, | 
at Ars and at at Leipzig. 2 


Pn 


: 20. The 2080 8 of Cheſs, os Oi | 
tain Joſeph Bertin. London, 173 5. Printed 

by H. Woodfall, for the author; and ſold 

only at Slaughter's 8 Coffee-houſe, in St. 

Martin s-Lane. 12mo, 78 pages. This 

contains the laws, 26 games, and 12 ends. 


Mr. Bertin ſays, I wiſh I could "oe 
rules to avoid orerlights.” kt 


AS Philddor publiſhed his Analyſe i 


jeu des. Echecs, in 12mo, London, 1749, 
containing ſeveral games, with notes, ex- 
plaining the reaſon of the moves: On this 
account, it is the beſt book of the kind, and 
almoſt the only one from which any thing 


relative to the pradtical n of the Ban 2 N 
be learnt. RO 


2 E 
12 


4 
— 

7 0 
- > 


22. 


| 1 85 1 £5; 
2. Sopra il giuoco degli Stack, Offer- 


vazioni pratiche d'anonimo Autore Mode- 


neſe. Small Ato, 100 en 17 50. n 
and n | $325. ' LEES d 50 e uy 


| 2 3. 'Offervaziont 1 = a 
giuoco degli Scacchi. Da Giambatiſta Lolli, 
Modoneſe, in Bologna, 1763. ö 
This is the moſt formidable Chef ee | 
I have ſeen, being a folio of. 623 pages: 

containing many games, none of which -# 

have examined. At the end, five termina- 5 
tions of games, ala gana pierde, are given, in 
which the adverſary is forced to give the 
check- mate, and thus he loſes who con- 


1215 970 145 | an 


c MBar & anuenIany 
Eleven of Damian 7 6 Subrilrico, are 
here preſerved, as he was: the firſt who . b 
| 2 games. een Un en B35 05 
The fize of this 2 was, « on its firſt 
publication, ridiculed ; in Baretti s Fruſta Li- 


teraria, a . 7 hy ew printing at 
Venice. An r 


AN ans een 
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24. The Hiſtory of Cheſs, together with 
thort and plain in/trudtions, by which any one 
may eaſily play at it, without the help of a 
teacher, (Of this title I can only ſay Fronti 
nulla fides ), by R. Lambe, Vicar of Nor- 

ham upon Tweed, | OY 9 555 150 
pages, in vo GS. 13 D Ong 


This book contains an account of fk, and 
of filk-worms eggs, of the Camelopard, of 
guns and gun-powder, of the native Thad. 


| ans; quotations about Cheſs, chiefly from 


| Dr. Hyde, and nine games. As it is out of 
print, I ſhall copy the following Verles, 
which are there inſerted, theo 5 


? 3 
1 * ry a * * 
— 


atrains a mettre fur r Echi uier ar 
* due por My 
de st. Uſlns. 15 navel! | OS 


F Qui joue un af 2 vain 
Perd un grand avantage. 
Kits _ Jourur, habile, et ſage __ 
Ne ' Fait rien fans de Vein. 1 | 
1 Quelqurcoup qui ſofas ER Be 
ui ii ſtin mee f/. 
: Si tu ne vois de loin, SOBEL 
c Le tems de voir 2 paſſes 7 9 


„ 
s las propre d diſendi: 
Placei Toberd ton Rol. 

Et ſar tout garde toi 
De trop dardeur de prendra. 
 Diſtraits ne ſoient tes your, _ 
Ni ta main trop lere. 

Un beau coup Soffre d faire 


- Foisfilweft rien de mieux. 


: II Giuoco degli . dal Conte 
Cards Cozio, in Torino, 1766, 2 vols. 8vo. 
be firſt volume of 357 pages, contains 164 
games; and the ſecond of 382 pages, 275 
terminations of games. To which I refer 
the patient player as the book is "OP ow” 
cured. | The work-ends thus: 1 -13/ 


Condizioni n neeetiaric "ou riakcire ccce- ˖ 


1 givocatore d. N Scacch ie 
« Ia Prima. Glan ingegno. . Fong 
ſtudio. 3. Gran eſercizio. 4. Gran viſta. 
5. Giuocare con grandi giuocatori maeſtri. 
Il fine del libro degli Scacchi, compoſto 
| per i belli i ingegni, ed in quello, che io avrd.. 
mancato, col loro fapere ſu * egli- 
no. 


$ ”P& 4 . my 


* t - ; * f N f 
| 7 F Z 6 1 1 9 
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26. Efai ſur le jeu des Echecs. Ham- 
burgh, 1770. 72 pages, 12mo, containing a 
hundred games, probably Stamma's: and an 
account of the trick of moving'the Knight 
into all the Cheſs-ſquares ſucceſſively, — 
ſhall be Wee er 


27. Traits Theorique et Pratique du jeu 
des Echecs, par une Societé d' Amateurs. A 
Paris, 177 "IF f Byo, 400 pages, containing 
games, noted according to Stamma's me- 
thod, with remarks. The book Wag . 
nen at _ Rn la ue s 

A; « ; ; 
/ 4 Mr. Philidor i in 1775, publiſhed 3 at 
London, an octavo edition of 300 pages in 
French, and another in E glith, of his for- 
mer Analyſe du jeu des Ec becs, with conſider- 
able additions, and his portrait engraven by * 
Bartolozzi. This is the moſt complete of all 
the can ee which 8110 10 of 


1 — 1 4 bug kh 1 1 

Bes, v by | 4 wy i 
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209, Lettefe: di: Giambatiſta Verci, ſopra u 
Giuoco degli Scacchi. Sta 1978, 12nd, - 
3 10 e = Met js 


Theſe letters are eight in number, 
contain an account of the game, and vat 


ous nen from ee gun others. 1 
7 Dits ALLVETTTHS 111 10¹1¹¹ Ele 


300 The Latin poem on hel, by Mark 
Jerom Vida, Biſhop of Alba, entitled, 'Scace 
chia, Ludut, is well known. It conſiſts of 
760 lines, and was written in 1 1 | 

Verci ſays, it has. been tranſlated into Ita. 
Jan verſe by eight different perſons, viz. 
Girolamo Zanuechi. Trevigi 1 abs. 


Sebaſtiabe Martini.  Faenza 1616, . 

_ Gregorio Duchi. N Wicebza, I 60% a 6. 2 

Firanceſco Maſden. Venezia 1774. - 

9 heſe flve are in Ottava Rina, the follow: 12 
ing three are f in Verſ Sciolti. 5 2 

Nicole Mutoni. | Roma 1 544. 

Luca Viello. Cremona. And a 
Camillo de Sitonj. Milano I 1590. Hs = 85 


4 . 7 . 2 
a* I. © 3. 
$ * n } 


* p * # 
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11 Louis de Mazures, trunſlated it Aots 
French verſe, a nn. it anne 
1557» 
bk Yes fays, that Vaſquino lische; pd 
ſhed another French tranſlation in Paris; +- 


+ & * 


that according to Marcheſelli, there is like- 
- wiſe a tranſlation in Spaniſh, and that James 
Rowbotham publiſhed it in Engliſh verſe in 
1562. Since which, it has; ſeveral times 
Y been re-publiſhed in: Engliſh by. different 
hands ; one in octavo, printed at Eton in 
| 1769, another in quarto, Oxford 1778. 
Pope, in his Eſay on Criticiſm, fays, 
40 Immortal Vida, on whoſe bonour'd brow, 
„The Poet 8 bays, and critic's 1 wy grow.” SN 
On this occaſion, Marton in his . on 
P pe, writes thus; 459 Th | 
« It was a happy ch vice to write 2 Tis 


9 


on Cheſs; nor is the execution leſs happy. | 
The various ſtratagems, and manifold intri- 
cacies of this ingenious game, ſo difficult to 
be deſcribed in Latin, are here expreſſed with 

the greateſt perſpicuity and elegance; ſo that, 50 
perhaps, the * 3 be learned from this 
deſeription. . 


Aint 


0; 91 1 
" Aiong the 8 by the preſent Sir Wil 
liams Jones, i is one of 234 lines in verſe, en- 
titled Caiſſa, or the Game at. Cheſs; of 


| which the idea was taken from Vida, and | 
from Marino, who "has in the. fifteenth | 
Canto of his Me 8 0 of Yida' 


Pore: oy - 


. 
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3. De Ludis  Ocinalids 00 the Rex. 
Dr. Thomas Hyde. | | 

Firſt: printed in thick Sheet 1 Bake 
in two volumes, together about five hun- 
dred pages: of which a copy is preſerved 
in the Britiſh Muſeum, and is the only 
book on Cheſs thete depoſited. ' In 1767, 
it was re- publiſbed at Oxford by Gre- 
gory Sharp, among the reſt of Dr. Hyde" 8 
works in two large q artos The account of 
| Cheſs is compriſed _— 157 firſt pages of , 
the ſecond volume, and conſiſt of i Mandra- 
gorias, which the Dr. interprets Mandrake: 3 
play, e Hiſtoria Shabiludii, its origin, an- 
| tiquity, and uſe n all the > Eaftern | 


world, &e, og TO Te ö 


L 1 

This part i is 8 with four prints; ; 
| the firſt of a common Cheſs-board, the ſe- 
"cond ef Tamerlane's s, eleven ſquares, in 
breach and twelve 3 in height, which form 
13 32 "houſes; ; the third of the Camele-par- 
ai Tr Z urapha, the Girafe of de Buffon; 
and the laſt of the Perſian Cheſs-men. 8 

Then follows an account of the Chineſe : 
Cheſs ; ; and laſtly, he inſerts three Hebrew | 
compoſitions on Cheſs ; the firſt. of Rabbi 
Abraham Aben-Ezra, of. 75 lines i in verſe. 
— This learned Jew. is: mentioned in: the 
eleventh volume of the Modern Univerſal 
Hiſtory, on account of his excellent Poem 
on the game of Cheſs; * and it is therein 
faid, that he died in 1174. The next is a 
Proſaic Oration by Rabbi Bonſeniot Aben- 
Jechia, of two pages Ar da half in quart. 
The laſt is abcnpmous. and conſiſts 1 17 
pages in proſe,. 8 D041 015% 
Jo judge 8 the 1 Seas 
which Dr. Hyde bas printed on the fame 
page with the Heben, * were not wand 


. * - - 48 bw 
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The Borke on Cheſs, which L have * 
yet feen, are the following: the two firſt 
are in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 
Guſtavus Selenus, a fictitious name for the 
Duke of Lunenburg, Schach-Spiel, in the 


German language; folio, 495 pages, with 
tolerable en gravings of the pieces. He men- 


tions a method of playing at Cheſs, called 


$ 


Curzier-Spiel, at Stroephe, a village 


Magdeburg and Brunſwick, on a board of 8- 


ſquares by 12. Printed in 1617. 


This village holds its lands upon 185 te- 
nure of forfeiture, if any one of their com- 


munity loſes a game at Cheſs. Some of the 


inhabitants are expert at this play, but a the 


ſtake is ſo high, they decline finiſhing ga 


game with a ſtrangery; d defer the Po * 
= | 


Spiel, likewiſe i in German, i in folio. In that 
great game, four, ſix, or eight perſons, may | 
Play VOY”... Anno $664: 357 1 Pages. I 


E ot . 8 04t 44 


' Chriſtopher Weickman, Die graſs Schack- 


IF 4 1 


* . i 
; Dr * 
r * * : 3 1 > F 0 e 
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'F 94 ] Wo 
Dr. Hyde gives het followit g titles of 


Books, and names; of Writers on Chef: 


Gervaſe of Tilbury, who lived in the 
13th century, and was KHER to our . 
the Seeond, Mp. x r 

De Ludo Scacchorum. 1 — de Rußbus- 
Simon Aylward,. de Lag e 


before the year 1456. MS. 41 6 241075 
Duellum Scacchorum, ju. Aſcanivs Tuc- 


Rog 


b 83 in, Gerben, od erupt 
Coſ. Graccinus, Florence. I, n 
Felix Paciottus, Italian. 5 2 18 on 
Joh. Cochanovius, a Pole. ne 
of theſe I know nothing. . 3 ye rg 
Claude Gruget, le plaifant j jeu des Eſchees: | 
Paris, 1 562, 12mo. Tradait Us Titalien, 
45 pages. 1 | 
This is e in the P ublic du 
at Cambridge. | 
Leibnitz, on 2 — Chinee-chts be 38 in 
che Berlin Miſcellanies. wn bs n wget & 

 Sarrafin, Opinion du nom & du j jeu des 2. 
Betts. Paris, amo. 1 
Don 


; 2 
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Don Filippo Marinelli. U cue __ 
Scacehi fra tre. Napoli, 172227. 
This Play among three, is mentionedby Bel. 
Fe as an invention which had never been put 
in practice; but, notwithſtanding, he con- 
mends the Sanne and n the * 


ventor.· 1 1410-07 


1 Dea Navis 4a Riv. ans a 


| I have never ſeen even a title o any Cheſa- 
book in the Dutch or Portugueſe languages.) 
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„ The. Princeſs _ ns tolls un 


| chat her father, the Emperor Alexius, vieh 
W to riſe betimes, and in order to diſpel, tho 


cares which made his nights uneaſy to him, 


he played at Cheſs with ſome of his re 
lations.” 1: This. Emperer d in the * 


1118. 


in n priſon, de plored his having played at 


Cheſs; chiefly on account of the loſs. of 


2 


WL 1 2 * Mater: W bo 


us, and the riſk of ſudden and violent paſ⸗ 


22001 | | ſion, . 


1 
oy 


40 
41 


ple | 
fon, which 5 had often been e * 
when playing. 5 
e The city « Rack in 3 bas a 


caſtle Roc for its arms“ According to 
 Edmonſori's Heraldry, twenty-ſix Engliſh fa- 
milies bear Cheſs-rooks in their coat of arms. 
No other Cheſs- pieces have been thus borne.” 


In Lies Recherches de lu France, by Bfti- 


ennd'Paſyuier. - Paris, folio, 1633, (though 


firſt printed in 1560, ). is a chapter on Cheſs, 
the chief part of which i is as follows: 


„ Certcs quiconque fut inventeur de ce 
jeu, ie le vous pleuuiray pour très-gran 


duite des Roys. Ily a vn Roy & vne Dame, 


aſſiſtez de deux Fols, & apres eux deux Che- 
ualiers & au bout de leurs rangs deux Rocs, 
que Jon appelle autrement Tours. Deuant 
eux il y a huict Pions qui ſont pour applanir 


la voye, comme enfans perdus. Que voulut 
nous repreſenter ce Philoſophe? Premiere - 


ment quant aux Pols, que ceux qui ap- 


JT 1 prochent 


Philoſophe, ie veux dire pour vn perſon- 
nage, lequel ſous ceſt eſbat d'cſprit arepreſehts 
la vraye image, & pourtraicture de la con- 
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prochent le plus pres des Roys, ne ſont pas 
ordinairement les plus ſages, ains ceux qui 
ſcauent mieux plaiſanter. Et neantmoins 
combien que les cheualiers ne ſoient pas 
quelquesfois les plus proches des Roys, fi 
eſt· ce que tout ainſi que les Cheualiers au ieu 
des Eſchecs donnans par leur ſaut, Eſchec au 
Roy, il eſt contrainct de changer de place, 
ce dont auſſi n'y a il rien qu'vn Roy doiue 
tant craindre en ſon eſtat que la reuolte de ſa 
Nobleſſe. Dautant que celle du menu peu- 
ple ſe peut aiſement eſtouffer, mais en l'autre 
il y va ordinairement du changement de l' E- 
ſtat. Quant aux Tours, ce ſont les villes 
fortes qui ſeruent à vn beſoin de derniere 
retraicte pour la conſeruation du Royaume. 
Il vous repreſente vn Roy qui ne deſmarche 
que d' vn pas, pendant que toutes les autres 
pieces ſe mettent tant ſur Toffenſiue, que 
deffenſiue pour luy, afin de nous enſeigner 
que ce n'eſt point vn Roy, de la vie duquel 
depend le repos de tous ſes ſuiets, de s ex- 
poſer à toutes heures aux hazards des coups, 
comme vn capitaine ou ſimple ſoldat, voire 
TTW 1 
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que ſa conſeruation luy permet de faire vn 
ſaut extraordinaire de ſa cellule en celle de la 
Tour, comme en vne place forte & tenable 
contre les aſſauts de ſon ennemy. Mais ſur 
tout faut ici peſer le priuilege qu'il donna a 
la Dame de pouuoir prendre tantoſt la voye 
des Fols, tantoſt celle des Tours. Car pour 
bien dire il n'y a rien qui ait tant d'authorité 
ſur les Roys que les Dames, dont ils ne ſont 
honteux de fe publier ſeruiteurs. Je n'entens 
pas de celles qui leur ſont coniointes par 
mariage, mais des autres dont ils s'enamou- 
rent. Et pour ceſte cauſe ie ſuis d'auis gue 
celuy qui appelle cette piece Dame, & non 
Royne, dit le mieux. Finalement tout ce 
ieu ſe termine au Mat du Roy. Si toutes les 
autres pieces ne ſe tiennent ſur leurs gardes, 
elles peuuent eſtre priſes, & par meſme 
moyen on les oſte de deſſus le tablier, com- 
me mortes, ny pour cela le Roy n'a pas perdu 
la victoire: il peut quelquesfois la rapporter 
auec le moindre nombre des pieces, ſelon que 
ſon armee eſt bien conduite. Au demeurant 
on ne fait au Roy ce deſhonneur de penſer 


ſeule- 


1991 
ſeulement qu'il ſoit pris, ains le reduit- on 
en tel defarroy : qu'eſtant denue de tout 
ſupport, il ne peut ſe demarcher ny ga ny 
A. Quoy faiſant on dit qu'il eſt Mat: Pour 
nous monſtrer que quelque deſaſtre qui 
adujenne à un Roy, nous ne deuons attenter) 
contre ſa perſonne. Quant au ſurplus le 
Mat du Roy eſt la cloſture du Tablier, en- 
cores qu'il fuſt au milieu de toutes ſes pieces. 
Quiceſt à dire que de la conſeruation ou ruine 
de noſtre Roy depend la conſeruation ou 
ruine de noſtre Eſtat. Vne choſe ne veux- 
je oublier, qui eſt la recompenſe des Pions, 
quand ils peuuent gaigner. Vextremits ds 
I Eſchiquier du coſts de notre aduerſaire, 
comme s' ils euſſent les premiers franchy le 
faut d'vne breſche: car en ce cas on les 
ſurroge au lieu des pieces d'honneur qui pour 
auoir eſt priſes, ſont ieftees hors le tablier. 
Car c'eſt en effect repreſenter tant les guer- 
dons, que peines qui doiuent eſtre en vne 
Republique, aux bien ou mal failans.” 
— "0 Hieroſme Vidas repreſents en vers | 
Latins par forme de bataille ce beau ieu, | 


vers qui ſemblent eſtre vrays, & legitimes 


ueillable eſt ce que l'on dit qu'il y a quel- 
dues Eſpagnols fi duits & nourris à ce ieu, 
qu ils y jouent ſur leurs cheuaux, n'y em- 


auoir veu vn Lyonnois oſter toutes les pieces 


il rapportoit la victoire gontre de tres- bons 


ſur vn Pion, ſous ceſte ſtipulation qu'il ne 


1: rang des petits ioueurs. 
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enfans de Virgile. Choſe que Ton. euſt 
penſs ne pouuoir eſtre faite: mais plus eſmer- 


ployans autre Eſchiquier pour la conduite, 
que leur memoire & iugement, avec h pa- 
role. 

ee, Je ne ſcay que la 8 & non 
la Rhetorique de ce ieu. Bien vous dirai-ie 


d' honneur, & ne retenir que le Roy avec ſes 
Pions, deſquels jouant deux fois contre vne, 


ioueurs. Je lui ay veu mettre vn anneau 


pourroit Mater le Roy qu auecques ce Pion; 
vne autre fois paſſer plus outre, & mettre 
encores vn anneau autour d vn Pion de ſon 
aduerſaire, a la charge qu il le forceroit de le i 
Mater auecques ceſte piece; & en I'vn & 
'Tautre i ieu rapporter victoire de ſon opinion, 


contre vn homme qui n eſtoit point mis au 


\-. 101 1 | 
« Nous ' pouuons adiouſter 1 belle ren- 
contre de l'vn de nos Roys, lequel eſtant 
preſſe & ſommè de ſe rendre par ſon ennemy 
en vne bataille, repondit qu' vn Roy n'eſtoit 
iamais pris ſeul au ieu des Eſchecs,” | 
This King, according to John of Saliſbury, 
was Louis le TN in a battle Nut the 
Engliſh | in 1117. 
| Le Roman de la Roſe, was begun by Wil- | 
| lam de Loris, a Student in juriſprudence, 
who died about the year 1260, Being left 
unfiniſhed, it was completed by John Clo- 
pinel de Meun, about the year 1310. Chau- 
cer tranſlated all that was written by Wil- 
liam, but only part of the continuation of a 
John. eg K 
This John de Wan — of the 
flight, * and the taking of, Corradin (who 
pretended to be King of Naples), and of 
Henry, ſon of the King of Spain, ſays thus, 


in a continued Metaphor drawe from the 
game e of Cheſs: S 


H3 BY . | 5 Ces 
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Ces deux come faux garconnetz, . 


Et rocz, et folz, et pionnetz 


Et chevaliers au ieu perdirent 
Et hors de Veſchiquier ſaillirent, 
Telle paour eurent or d'eſtre prins 


Au ieu qu'ilz eurent entreprins: 


Mais, qui la verite regarde, 


D'eſtre mat n'auoient-ils garde, 


Puis que ſans Roy ſe combatoyent 


Eſchec et Mat rien ne doubtoient 


Ne cil avoir ne le povoit 
Qui contre eulx aux Eſchecz jouolt, 


Fuſt à pied fuſt ſur les argons 


8 Car on ne have pas gargons, ' 


Fols, cheualiers, ſergens ne rocz, 


Car ſe verite compter oz, 


Si ren quier-ie nully flater, 


Ainſi come il va du mater 3 
Puiſque des eſchecz me ſouvient, 


Si tu riens en ſcez, il convient; 


; Daß Roy, que Pon dit haves, 
| Quant tous ſes hommes ſont eſclaves, 


Et qu'il ſe voit ſeul en la place, 
/ 
Ne ny voit choſe qui lui place 1 


Ains venfuit par ſes ennemis 
Qui Pont en tel povreté mis. 
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This is copied from the edition of 1 3. 
in black letter, beginning at verſe 7025; 


and the fame paſſage is thus rendered in the 


33d chapter of the proſe tranſlation of this 


book, entitled, Le Romant de la Rofe | no- 
raliſi eeler et net | tranſlate de rime en proſe | 


par votre humble molinet. | Paris ; folio, of 
128 leaves, 1521, in black letter. In the 
Gloſſary, which is at the end of the Ro- 
mance in verſe, I find Haver is to hail, to 
ſalute, donner le bon jour, ave; and that in 
ancient times, this term was uſed in Cheſs. 
playing—ſo that, inſtead of faying as we do . 
at preſent, check to the King, the expreſſion 
was, Ave au Roy. 
Je ne requiers pler de Coradin ſon nepueu 
dot iay lexẽple preſte, et duql le roy Charles 
print la teſte malgre les Princes d' Alemaig- 
ne, et fiſt mourir en ſa priſon Henry frere du 


Roy Deſpaigne plainde trahyſon et dorgyeil. 
| Jceulx deux come garconnetz folz perdirẽt 


| rocz, folz et cheualiers au ieu deſchetz qlz 


eurẽt entreprins ayãs telle paor deſtre pris 


quilz ſortirent hors de Ou Toutefuoyes 
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qui bien regarde la verite garde nauoient de 
eſtre matz, car ilz ſe combatoient ſans Roy, 


ne doubtoiẽt eſchetz ne mat, ne celluy ne 


les pouoit hauer q iouoit contre eulx aux 


eſchetz feuſt a pied ou ſur archons, car 


garcons ne hauont iamais folz, cheualiers, 
ſergens, ne rocz. Et ſe ie oſe compter la 
verite ſans que ie quiere flater quelqun: Vela 
comet. il va du mater, Or puis quil me 
ſouuient du ieu deſchetz ſe tu en ſcez riens 


1] cõuient q celuy que lon faict have ſoit roy 


quit tous ſes homes ſont eſclaues ql ſoit ſeul 


enla place ne ny voit choſe q luy empeſche: 8. 


ains ſen fuyt pour ſes ennemys qui lõt mis 


en telle pourete. Le large et lauaricieux 
ſcaivent Wal lon ne peult prendre aultrement. 
Ainſi pleut il a Attalue qui trouua luſaige du 


jeu deſchetz quant dariſmeticque traictoit, et 


verras en policraticque q veult de la matiere 
des nombres traicter camet ce dit jeu trouua, 


et le prouua par demonſtracion. 21; 

In the 32d chapter of Don Quixote, ths | 
| Curt ſpeaking of books of chivalry, ſays, 
* Y asl como ſe e en las Republicag 


4 


ba 


4.1. 


bien concertadas que haya Juegos i Aue 5 | 


drez, de pelota, y de trucos, para entretener 
\ algunos, que ni tienen, ni deben, NI i pueden 
trabajar, asl ſe contents imprimir, 4 Jus 
haya tales libros.” 


In the December of 8 penſer” 8 Shepherd's 
Calendar, i is this verſe: 8 l 1 

Love they him called that gave me check-mate, 

Nut better mought they have behote him hate, i 
From the Hiſtoire de Saint Louis, par 
Jehan ſire de Joinville, 1 547. 5 
« Le Soudanc de Babiloine yenoit touz 


jours jouer aus eſchez apres releyee ſur les 0 


nates qui eſtoient au piez de ſon lit,” 
« Le Vieil de la Montaingne, Roy des 


5 Hauſſaſſis, envòl a au Roy j Jeuz de tables 8 


4 


de eſchez, fleuretces de ambre lie ſur le criſtal xs 


a beles vignetes de bon or fin.” 


The Saint was Louis IX. and theſe pres 


ſents were made him in the year 1235. 


a Purcbar s Pilgrims, it is ſaid of thei in- 
| ba of Iceland (whoſe longeſt night ; 
laſts three months) 7 * In che. winter time 
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they keepe their beds many dayes, and exer- 
ciſe themſelves in the game of Cheſſe, the 


invention wherof i is due to Xerxes the Phi- 
loſopher. 


This was wrirten in 1 56 33 and according | 
to the account of a native of that iſland, who 


Is now in London, his countrymen ſtill con- 
tinue to amuſe themſelyes at that game. 


From the Accedens of Armory, by Gerard 
Legh, 4to, 1568. London, preſerved i in the 


Herald's Office: 


„The field argent, a 8 betwene 


. three rockes Ermines. This is a plaier i in 
the game of the Cheſtes and is called by that 


name. For as al caſtels haue fower ſpecial 


towers to garde them fro their enemies, 80 


hath that Iquare cheſte borde, fower of theſe 


| that ſtadeth to gard the Kinges and Quenes, 

with all the people theron. This paſtime 
did that valiaunt prince King William the 
conquerer, ſo much vſe, that ſome time he 


loſt whole lordſhippes thereat. As in Lin- 


colnſhiere, and els where j think the aun- 


cient Euidences therof c: can declare,” us 
Fer. 


„„ 

« Ferrand, Count of Flanders, having 
been taken priſoner by Philip Auguſtus, at 
the battle of Bovines, his wife, who might 
have obtained his releaſe, left him to lan- 
guiſh a long time in ai They hated 
each other, and their hatred proceeded from 
playing at Cheſs together; the huſband could 
never forgive his wife for conſtantly beating 
him at Cheſs ; and ſhe never could reſolve to 
ſuffer him to win a game. ' Dictionaire d An- 

ecdotes, 1783. This was in 1214. 
| Lord Clarendon, in his Life, mentions a 
Mf. Brounker, (one of the Gentlemen of the 
HhBedchamber of the Duke of York, brother 
to Charles II. in theſe words: He was a 
| perſon throughout his whole life, never no- 
| torious for any thing but the higheſt degree 
of impudence, and ſtooping to the moſt in- 
famous offices; and playing very well at 
Cheſs, which preferred him more than the 
moſt virtuous qualities could have done.” 
In the Fabliaux ou Contes du rame, K 
13me Siecle, publiſhed ; in 1779 by Mr. le 
Grand, he n, * about Cheſs: E 
5 ** The 
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b The prodigious vogue it was in at that 


time in France, the more ſurptiſes me, as 
with the reflected combinations it requires, 


9 It was, of all games, apparently the leaſt 


adapted to the nobility, bred up in the ut- 
moſt ignorance, and through education in- 
capable of any application of mind. A 
change which was made in the ſecond piece, 
which at preſent we call Queen, and which 
they named Fierce, offers an intereſting re- 
flection. In the Eaſt, that piece is called the 
Miniſter, or Vixier; it only moves from 
ſquare to ſquare, and is never to be further 
than two from the King. Of this Miniſter, 
the gallantry of chivalry made a Lady; then 
finding that confined march (too much re. 
ſembling the ſlavery of the Afiatic women, 
and contrary to the freedom which thoſe - 
of Europe enjoy) to be very unſuitable to 
her, they made her motions as free as poſſi- 
ble, by which means, ſhe uten the mol 
. een of all the pieces,” | 
The writer appears to have been miſtaken, 
jn the firſt part of this paragraph. | In thoſe - 
e . early | 


1 20 13 
carly ages, the rich had few amuſements, and 
Cheſs was adapted to occupy and exerciſe their 
minds, as they were kept in ignorance by the 
Clergy. And as a high degree of excellence 
in Cheſs-playing, is not incompatible with 
groſs ignorance in other things, it may be 
thought not improbable, that the Os = 
thoſe times _— in the game. 
Mr. Le G then quotes the Or dinn. 
dies Rois de France. © Eudes de Sully, 4 
Biſhop of Paris, under « Philip Auguſtus, for- 
bid Clerks to play at Cheſs, and even to keep 
a board. And the Hit. Eccigſ. par Fleury, 
«- St, Louis condemned to a fine; all who 
ſhould play at it. Peter Damian impoſed | 
a penance on a trig whom he had Legs 
diverting himſelf at itt. 
The following ſingular paſſage from an 
3 Epiſtle of Peter Damianus, an Eccleſiaſtical 
writer of the eleventh century, to Hilde- 
brand (Pope Gregory VII.) which has fince. 
occurred to me, looks as if the game of Cheſs 


was in his _ a n e new and firange * 
| inſtead 


OE [wo J 
inſtead of being tranſmitted to modern Eu- 
rope, from either the contemporaries of Ja- 
ſon or thoſe of Palamedes: : The following 
is aliteral tranſlation : * Was it right, I ſay, 
and conſiſtent with thy duty, to ſport away 
thy evenings amidſt the vanity of Cheſs, and 
defile the hand which offers up the Body of 
our Lord, the tongue that mediates between 
God and Man, with the pollution of a Sacri- 
legious game.” Mere zeal could not have. 
dictated ſuch language from a man of high 
rank, and an author of eminence, unleſs 
accompanied with ſome portion of 1 ignorance 
in regard to an amuſement, which is, at 
leaſt, of an harmleſs nature; but was then, 
it ſeems but juſt introduced at Rome.” From 
a note on the Medea of irt, by Mi- 
chael Wodhull, Eſq. 


Who then, that has a mind well rung and tun 80 
To contemplation = 8 
Would waſte attention at the chequer od” SH 
His hoſt of wooden warriors to and fro 


Marching and counter-marching with an eye” 
As fixt as marble, with a forehead ridg'd 
And furrow'd into ſtarts, and with a hand; 


Trembling 


B + Wy ] 
Trembling as if eternity were hung 
In balance of his conduct of a pin? 


From the Taſk, by Wm. Comper, Eſq. 
The following is an Extract from a Let- 
ter which I received from a friend, in anſwer 
to ſome enquiries I had made: „ 

« In Shakeſpeare's Tempeſt, act V. 
The entrance of the cell opens, and diſ- 
covers Ferdinand and Miranda Playing ut ; 
Cheſs.” I remember no alluſions to it 'in 
this great Poet, who, perhaps, like all who 
cannot play, thought too highly of its diffi- 
culty, and meant to inſinuate here, that 
Proſpero had gu” it to Miranda * 2 25 
ſo potent art. a 

« In Love and aua, the writer lei in 
the 36th Letter,” 


<< It gave me pleaſure to read i in your laſt, 

that you have begun Cheſs, though I could 
not perſuade you. Now, you will believe : 
me, about a thing's being eaſy. Not long 
ago, I taught it to a ale here i in two 
evenings.” N 


[ 112 | 


* This game is to be learnt as certainly as 
= Whiſt, only it requires more attention. 
= . Many, I am ſure, are deterred from it, by 


imagining, that it is only a game for Newton 
to play at with Euclid.” 


e In a ſmall Pamphlet, entitled, © A Let 
ter to a young Gentleman Juſt entered at the 
Univerſity.” Publiſhed at Oxford i in 1784 

| "re paragraph :” 12 4 
Cheſs, by my Aare, you will always 
continue to practiſe. If we ſhould meet 
when you are ſome years older, I will tel! 
you the various reaſons which L have for ad- 
vifſing you to play at this game, in preference 
to any game that depends only on chance- 
Remember too, that after having been able 


80 kari Cheſs, you muſt not complain of an 
inability to learn any thing elſe.” 


In the firſt Dreame or Book of t the Daw 


cheſſe of Chaucer, are the ee pa 
wh : 


Now of late this other aun 
Upon my bed j ſate upright, | 
And bade one reach me a booke, 
A Komaunce, and it me tooke | 


ier | 


Ta rede, and drive the night away: 
For methought it better play, 

Than either at Cheſſe or Tables, 
2 in n book were Wen Oe 


My boldnefſe isturned to n | 
For falſe fortune hathe played a game po 
At the cheſſe with me —— — 

By our Lord j will thee ſay, 


At the Cheſſe with me ſhe gan to play, 1 


Uth her falſe draughtes full divers 

She ſtale on me, and toke mp fers, 
And when j ſame my fers away, 

Alas j couth no longer plan, 

But ſaid farewell ſweet pwis, 

And farewel all that ever there is: 

Therewith fortune ſaid, checke here. 

And mate in the mid point of the checkere, 
- With a paune errant, alas, 

Full craftier to play ſhe was, 

Than Athalus that made the game 

Firſl of the Cheſſe, ſo was is name: 

But god wolde j had ones ortwiſe, - 

Aconde, and know the ieoperdiſe, 
That coude the greke Pythagores, 


AQ thulde haue plaide the bet at ches, 


And kept my feers the bet thereby. | 


"Fas ; For this j ſap pet more thereto, 


Had j be God, and might have da 


My will, when ſhe my feers caught, 
A wolde have 1 the ſame draught. 


1 14 1 
In the ſecond: Book of Lydgate s H. Rory 
H the Siege of Troy, he fays, 


Andthere was founde by clerkes full debdcit 
Of the cheſſe the plave moſte glorpous, 
Au hiche js ſo ſotill and ſo meruanlaus 
That it were harde the matter to diſcrnue, 
For though a man ſtudied all his lyue. 
Me ſhall ane funde dyuers fantaſpes, | 
Of wardes makynge and newe iuparties, 
There is therin ſo great diuerſptic, 
And it was fyrft founde in this Citie. 
During the ſpege lyke as ſapth dunn, 5 
But jacobus de vitriae. 
Js contrary in his oppnpon. * 
For lyke as he maketh playnly mencion, | : 
And affyrmeth at full in his aduyſe, 
How Philometer a philoſopher wnſe, 
Unto a konge to ſtynte His crugltee, _ 
Founde firft this plane and made it in Caldec. 
And inta Grete from thence it was ſent, 


This Poem, wanſlatet from the Latin of 
Guido Columna, was, according to Warton, 
written between the years 1414 and 1420, 

8 and was firſt printed in | 1-513, by command 
of King Henry VIII. Vitriaco was a canon 
regular at Paris, and Biſhop « of Ptolemais i in 
Paleſtine, about the year 1230. He wrote 


an Ortental and Occidental Hy ifory. 
1 


85 
%. 


„Hans 1] 

Lydgate alſo wrote a Play at the Cheſſe 
betweene Reaſon and Senſualitie,” as appears 
by the catalogue of his works, at the end of 


his ſtory of Thebes. © | 8 77 this PSs. 1 know 
not any thing. kg? 


The firſt Stanza of coe: $ Pindarick 
Ode to Deſtiny, i is, en e 


Strange and en 11 let us tay and 95 | 
This pageant of a Prodigy. 3 
Lo l of themſelves, th? enliven'd Cheſs-men move, 
Lo! the unbred, ill-organ'd pieces prove, 
As full of art and induſtry, | 
Of courage, and of policy, tel e 
As we ourſelves, who think there 8 nothing wiſe 
baut we. | | 
| Here a proud pawn 1 admire, * 
That, ftill advancing higher; 
At top of all became 
Another thing and name. 1955 
Here Pm amaz'd at th actions of a Koight, 
That does bold wonders in the fight; 
| Herel the loſing party blame 13 
For choſe falſe moves that break the game; | 
"FE bat to their grave, the bo the mee 


pieces bring, 
And above all dr in cesded ef the mated 


king. 


as , 


Fa. Bo- 
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Bocacio, in his Bee which was 
written about the year 13 50, has, ghd 
mentioned Cheſs. . . 

At the beginning of his Book; ” ae 
3 Qui. e bello, e freſco ſtare, « ed hacci, 
| come vol vedete, e tavoliere, e Scacchieri, © 

pud ciaſcuno, ſecondo che all'anino, gli & 
pid di piacere, diletto pigliare. 
And in the firſt page of the 2d volume, 
„Chi andd a dormire, chi a giuocare a 
Scacchi, e chi a tavole D * 
In Fenn s Collection of Late is a 8181 
ter from Mrs. Paſton to her huſband, dated 
1484, in the time of Richard III. wherein 
the e 
« I ſent you” eldeſt ſunne to my Jak 
Morlee to have knolage wat ſports wer huſyd 
in herhowsin Kyrſtemeſſe next folloyng aftyr 
the decyſſe of my Lord her huſpond, and 
ſche 3d that yer wer non Dyſgyſyngs ner 
| harpyng ner lutyng ner ſyngyn ner nö lowde 
Dyſports but pleyng at the Tabyllys and 
Scheſſe and Cards ſweche Dyſports ſehe gave 
a her folkys leve to * and nõ odyr. 


— . — . ĩð . ˙ Ar a es ee nn rn i COS — 


1 have | 


5 r 
I have lately ſeen, Les Ocuvres de Saraſin, 
in 12mo, 1683, in which are ſixteen pages, 
containing Opinions on the Name and the Game 
of Cheſs: from which the W paſſages 
are ſelectet. | 
le ſays, © the Biſhops (les bus) were 
anciently termed Archers. But at preſent, 
thoſe two brave men no long ger appear, be- 
cauſe the Court of the King of Cheſs is be- 
come as much corrupted as the Court of 
other Princes, and that as Reg nier fays, 


6 Les fans fout aux Ecvets les plus proches dl . Rois. v 


« Some Authors have written, that Pala- 
medes invented Cheſs, to prevent the Gre- 
cians from being tired of themſelves, during 
the ſiege of Troy. This ſtratägem reminds 
me of one I have read ; in Plutarch, that a 


beſieged Captain, in order to oblige his ſol- yy 


diers to guard the walls they were goin g to 
abandon, eſtabliſhed at "every tower = dinking- 

houſes and girls. 3 5 0 > 
Indeed, I think beg cannot — 5 
ed at without anger, witgels Renaud 12 


2 UL 41 | 


ny, 


le pire, il ſe leva & depega le jeu! 
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Mentauban, who with a blow of the Cheſs- 


| board broke the head of Charkr, Charle- 


magne's nephew, ſo that death followed. 
And witneſs, moreover, what happen» 
ed to Gauvain, nephew to Arthur, King of 


Great Britain, who, as is recounted in the 


Romance of Saint Graal, being arrived at the 
caſtle of King Pecheur, ſet himſelf down to 
play againſt Cheſs- pieces, which played by 
themſelves, and uſed them ill becauſe they 


| conquered. him: if you do not believe me, 


here is the true text : 
«« Puis voit YEſchiquier & 1 Eſchets 


aſſis au Tablier d'or, les uns d'yvoire, les 


autres d' or. Meſſire Gauvain trait celle 


part, & ſe prend a jouer, & touche les Eſchets 5 


d' yvoire, & & ceux d'or ſalllent contre luy ſans 


que nul y touche, fi Joua Meflire Gauvain 
par deux fois & fut matte: A 62 tierce, 


voulut fa revanche, 1 mais quand ily t qu pl eut 


Ti ixeira, in the 3 5th Chapter of the yoo | 


Book of his Chronicles of the King's 8 of Per. 


ſia and Ormus, figs, | hoc). er} 
| 1 . 1 


19 

« Y' lo que dezimos Xaque, Atzen 108 
Perſios xa, que es como aviſar al Roy, y en 
lu gar de Mate, dizen  Xamate que en la 


miſma lingua quiere dezir e/ Rey es Muerto, 


y haviendo quien diga que el Axedrez que los 
Perſios dizen Xatrank quaſi 1 iuego o entre- 


tenmicnto del Rey, fue inventado en Baby- 
lonia, es muy conforme à razon que de los 
Perſios nos vino per aca, haviendo ſido Baby- 
lonia muchas vezes y por mucho tiempo 
ſujetta à Perſia, y tan vezina della.” 
This Spaniſh writer further fays, that 
he found in a Perſian H iſtorian, named Mi- 
jikond, that during the reign of Coſroez, 
about the year 563, Cheſs Was brought! in- 
to Perſia by the Indians; 3 and that the In- : 
dians taught i it to the Perſians, in order to re- 
preſent to them the inconſiſtency and muta- 
bility of this life, pag the continual, warfare 5 
to which it is liable. 6 
In Percy's Runic Poetry, tranſlated from 
the Illandic language, at the end of the 
Complaint of Harold, who lived about the ; 
middle of the eleventh century, a Northern 


I'S Ds hero 


1 0 


hero is introduced, boaſting of himſelf, 7+h- 
rottir kann et niu, I play well at Cheſs.” 


J am told, that Dryden, in one of his 


| bur ſpeaking of a hero who had never been 


cond: ſtyles him e the uncheckmated 


man. 


Pope was miſtaken in naming banc in 


the firſt Book of the Odyſſey, as the game 
there mentioned by Homer was a EY We 
ferent 8 | 


Richelet, i in TA Dictionary, article, Echee; 
writes, 


05 It is laid, that the Devil, in Oo hs 


make poor Job loſe his patience, had only, 
to engage him at a game at Cheſs,” 


The firſt "Engliſh | Tranſlation of Vida 8 
Scacchia, was by Mr. Erſkine, 17 36, dedi- ) 
cated to the Duke of Marlborough. 

From the Introduction to Alexander Cun- 


ningham' s Hiſtory of Great Britain, to, 1787, 

I have ſelected the following paſſages, which 
are relative to Mr. Alexander Cunningham, 
; the Critic and Commentator on 5 and 


Horace, 


„„ 0-1] 
Horace, and not to this — 1 n. 
were two diſtinct perſons. 
„ Mr. Cunningham, in the tion part of 
his life, when he was but little ſeen in the 
higher circles, dedicated himſelf entirely to 
ſtudy, 'learned n 5 the game. of 
G W 545 ho 
"-" Dr. Steuart aſed often. to woe ** 
at Lord Iſlay” s, at the game of Cheſs, which 
he underſtood better than any man in Far 
land, in his time. is ; 
e Mr. Cunningham tam ee with 
Lord Sunderland, and the Duke of Argyle; 4 
and was no leſs acceptable as an eminent 
player at Cheſs than as a critic, and a man 
of general knowledge and information. LS; 
When Lord Sunderland was at the 
Hague, he contracted a particular intimacy 
with Mr, Cunningham, as they were both 
remarkable Cheſs-players., Whenever his . 
Lordſhip was at leiſure, he either drove to 
Cunningham's lodgings, which were at ſome 
diſtance, or ſent his « carriage f for. him. After 


playing for a courſe o of Wand Were Sunder- | 


Fn} - 

land diſcovered, that he who was jolted in 
the carriage before they fat down, was al- 
ways ſure to loſe every game: for which 
reaſon, he gave over going to Cunningham's, 
but always ſent for him, and always beat 
him, to his no ſmall aſtoniſhment, as he was 
conſcious that he underſtood the game as 
well as his adverſary. At laſt, when he was 
very much out of humour, Lord Sunder- 
land told him the trick, and Cunnin gham | 


| inſiſted, that they ſhould drive to one an- 
— other's lodgin gs alternately, which confirmed 
| his Lordſhip's obſervation, and reſtored Cun- 
ningham to his former level; for, fr rom chat 
time, they won and loſt alternately, | 200 
This fact, which appears not at all in- 
credible, for the ſtreets of the Hague were 
not, in the laſt century, ſo ſmooth as thoſe 
of London are at preſent, proves how nicely | 
the capacities of Sunderland and Cunning- 5 
. were balanced er each they” . 


* Ty was < a to me, Ns the w writers of has 


laſt paragraphs think, chat the head of a Cheſs-player, . 
beſore be play, muſt be moved as carefully as a bottle 

of Old Port, belote it be decanted. 
2 5. an 


. 
« While Mr. Cunningham reſided at the 


Hague, a German Prince, hearing of our 


author's great {kill in the game of Gels, f 


came to that city with a view of playing with 


him at that truly noble amuſement. The 


Prince, whoſe name is not mentioned, in- 


formed Mr. Cunningkiarn, by a note, of the 


purpoſe" of his coming to the Hague. Mr. 
Ogilvie, laird of Cluny, a Scotch Gentleman 


in the Dutch ſervice; who paſſed with many 


for little better than an ingenious madman, 


happened to be with Mr: Cunningham when. | 


he received the note, to whom he ſaid, a That, 


he did not chuſe to riſk his reputation, for be 


the knowledge of the game of Cheſs, with a. 
perſon whom he did not know ; and wiſhed, 


that Cluny would go and play a game or two 


with the Prince, in the character of one of 
Mr. Cunningham's diſciples.” Cluny agreed 
to go; and Mr, Cunningham is faid to have 
written to the Prince to this purpoſe: That 


although he had the honour of receiving his 


Highneſs's invitation to playa game at Cheſs : 
with him, he could not accept of that ho- 
at tc. | nour, 


1 
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nour, as buſineſs of a particular natute would 


not permit him at that time: but rather 
than his Highneſs ſhould be diſappointed, 
he had ſent one of his ſcholars to give 


him ſome entertainment that evening: and 
that, if his ſcholar ſhould be beaten, he 


would do himſelf the honour of waiting on 
him (che Prince) next day, and would play 
with him as many games as he ſhould chuſe. 
Cluny accordin gly went, and beat the Prince 
every game they played. Early next morn- 


ing, the Prince left the Hague, ſenſible, that 


if he was ſhamefully defeated by the ſcholar, . 


he had, if poſſible, ſtill leſs chance of ſuc- 
ceſs with the maſter. It is a fact, that may 


be depended on, that Mr, Cunningham and 
Cluny never played ſo much as a ſingle game 


at Cheſs during their whole lives; and that 
Mr. Cunningham was eſteemed a much 
better player than Cluny. 


All the foregoin g 8 are . : 


5 tions from letters written by various perſons, 5 
t Dr, N Thomſon, 7 1 uche of this 


S F 77 . 4A 
104 * 1 1 * * 
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Tutrodafliag 40 but the e obſervations 
axe his'own :t= 

% This ſtory of. the A Prince wat | 
= appear incredible, or, indeed, anywiſe ; 
2 extraordinary, when we reflect on the high 
eſtimation in which the game of Cheſs was 
held in the laſt en 4 all Eu- 
rope. 15 
16 Thete: i is not, W in the while 
moral world, a more curious, or a more in- 
ſtructive ſubject of ſpeculation than that 
men ſhould find the higheſt degree of en- 
tertainment in an intenſe application of the 
mind to divers games that require deep re- 

: fletion. As the nature of the mind con- 

fiſts in thinking; it ſeeks for ſome ſ ubject of 
attention, and ſome object of hope, with a 
longing not unlike the craying of thirſt and 
hunger: for what meat and drink is to the 
body, that attention and hope are to the 
ſoul. Where theſe are wanting, the mind 
1 be at eaſe, but ſinks down in lan- 
guor, melancholy, and deſpair. But the 


ſame intenſion of thought, 1 to. which, in 
| 3 
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games, we ſubmit with pleaſure; in other 
cafes, even when followed by emoluments 
and rewards;:is not always unattended with a 
degrer of irkſomeneſs and pain. The ſame 
youth who will voluntarily ſpend the day and 
night in the thoughtful game of Cheſs, 
would willingly avoid the ſtudy of mathe- 
matics, if he were not impelled by motives 
of fear, or ſhame, or fame. In play, the 
natural dif] poſition to exerciſe our mental 
faculties, is heightened by a deſire of victory, 
and inflamed by a mixture of ſocial fympa- 
thy and oppoſition. In games, too, the re- 
ward, whatever it be, is received on the ſpot: 
| and, in all cafes, it is the nature of the mind 
3 ng great allowance for Prompt pay 
ment.” | | 
A Letter from a BY PORE of High i. re- 
putation of the Church of Scotland, 18 opt 
| quoted chase 6 1 LL 
F200 Cunningham, the critic, and editor of 
Horace, was the beſt player at Cheſs i in Eu- ; 
rope. His grand nephew, George: Logan, 

was ry pug of this talent of his uncle's, 
that 


if ez 3 
that he he pretended to have inherited from lim, 
what, I dare ſay, Was: only imitation,” yery 
great turn for all games in which thinking is 
concerned, ich as Chels; 'Whift, &. and 
believed 1 to be connected with < u perior 
genius, tilt "Ke found that” women and fools 
could Belt Kim.” © Ot DOT on 41 Fe 7190 
This Mr. Cunningham died i in "Scotland 
in 1732, aged above cighty 1 years. 3 
1 was favoured with the following Anec- | 
dote by Dr. A. Won, M. D. of Bath, 
which' was mentioned to him by Col. Stew 
art, who had been aid- de. camp to the Earl 
of Stair, and was afterwards one of the Quar- | 
ter· maſters general in the Duke * Cum. | 
berland' time. 
« He uſed Elegant t to * at Cheſs 5 
with Lord Stair, who was very fond of the 
game; but an unexpected check- mate uſed 
do put his Lordſhip into ſuch a paſſion, that 
he was ready to throw a candleſtick, or any 
thing elſe that was near him at his adver- 
ſary; for which reaſoꝶ the Colonel: always 
took care to be on his feet, to fly to the 
125 Wes | fartheſt 


* 


_ 
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. 


fanhett, corner of 5 room, when he ſaid, 
 check- mate, my Lord!“ | 
There was lately read at * bree 


2 85 a Diſſertation on Cheſs, by the Ho- 
nourable Daines. Barrin 1gton, from which 
that Gentleman bas been ſo obliging as to 
e me to make the following Extract: 

«© The Turks, who never change cheir 


1 i. are {till great players at this game, 


which ſuits fo well both their ſedentary diſ- 
poſition, and love of taciturnity. 


| 1 Sir E. Impey informs me, that the 
Board is ſtill called Satringe, in Ben gal; 
which term alſo ignifies : a carpet, from its 


being generally chequered as, the Cheſs- 


board is. 


T7 
" James J. is ſuppoled to have, been a 


: player at Cheſs, but i in his Icon Baſil. ad- 
viſes his ſon againſt i it, ae becauſe it is over- 2 
wiſe 1 which, like moſt parental inſtruc- 
tion, ſeems to have been little attended to, 
from the magnificent bag, and elegant ſet of 
Cheſs-men which | 
=” Os 


longed x to Charles the 


"IE 


" This 


* 
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This Cheſs-board is inlaid with ebony 
and ivory, of which materials the pieces 
are likewiſe made. - The Kings and Queens 
are whole length human figures, repreſent- 
ing European and African Sovereigns. They 
are now in the poſſeſion o of Lord Barrington. 


"+ M Letter! From a Miniſter to hls im, 
concerning the game of Cheſs ; from a 
broadſide, printed at London 1 in 1680. From 
the Harleian OO 
SIR, | | 
I here ſend you my 805 for my dung 
and declining the game of Cheſs. This, 1 
premiſe, that this game is not only lawful, 
but it may be the, moſt ingenious and de-. 
lightful that ever was invented: in moſt 
others, there i is much of mee ; in this, 
there is nothing but art. But though it be 
never ſo lawful and eligible i in 1 5 mw to me 


it is expedient. 
1. It is a great time-waſter.. How many z 
E.. hours, which Tan never be recalled, 


haye I ſpent in this l 0 Cheſs | Iwill 
i 8 
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be avenged of 4 for weed loſs of wg time, 
&c, &c. 


2. It hath nad Ts - me a fa oſcinating 


: power; I have been bewitched by it; when 1 


have begun, I have not had the e to give 


Over, &c. &c. 


* It hath not dene with me, when I have 
done with it. It hath followed me into my 


| ſtudy, into my pulpit: when I have been 
praying orpreaching, I have, i in my thoughts, 


been playing at Cheſs : then I have had, as 


it were, a Cheſs-board before my eyes; then 
T have been thinking how TI might have ob- 
tained the ſtratagems of my antagoniſt, or 
make ſuch and ſuch motions to his difadvan- 
tage: nay, I have heard of one who was 
playing at Cheſs in his thoughts, as appeared 


by his words, when he lay a-dying. 


4. It hath cauſed me to break many 2 
Lenin reſolutions, may, vows and promiſes. 
Sometimes I have obliged myſelf, in the moſt 

ſolemn manner, to play but ſo many mates 
at a time, or with aby one perſon; and anon, 


1 have broken theſe — and Lt 


* 
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miſes; and after vows of that kind, I have 
made enquiry how I might evade them— 
and have ſinfully prevaricated in that matter, 
and that not only once, but often. w 

5. It hath wounded my conſcience, poet 
broken my peace. 1 have had fad reflections 
upon it, when I have been moſt ſerious, I 
find; if I were now to die, the remembrance 
of this game would greatly trouble me, and 
ſtare me in the face, &c. &c. 

6. My uſing of it hath been ee . 
and offen/rve to others (being a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and charged with the care of 
| fouls). Some godly friends, as I have un- 
derſtood, have been grieved by it; and 
others, as I have reaſon to fear, have been 
hardened by it. Great inconveniences have 
ariſen from the places where, and the per= 
ſons with whom I have uſed this game. : 

7. My uſing of it, hath occafioned much 
In; as paſſion, ſtrife, idle if not lying words, g 


in myſelf or my antagoniſt, or both. It hath _. 


cauſed the neglect of ay 8 8 both as 
God and Man. e 
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be cn of 4 for the loſs of my time, 
Ke. . 

2. It hath had with - me a 1 oſtinating 
power; 1 have been bewitched by it ; when I 
have begun, I have not had the power” to give 
over, &c. &c. | 

3. It hath not done wird me, when I have 
done with it. It hath followed me into my 
ſtudy, into my pulpit: when I have been 
praying or preaching, 1 have, i in my thoughts, 
been playing at Cheſs : then I have had, as 
it were, a Cheſs- board before my eyes ; then 
I have been thinking how I might have ob- 
tained the ſtratagems of my antagoniſt, or 
make ſuch and ſuch motions to his diſadvan- 

tage: nay, I have heard of one who was 
playing at Cheſs in his thoughts, as appeared 
by his words, when he lay a-dying. FM, 
4. It hath cauſed me to break many o- 
lem reſolutions, my, vows and. promiſes. — 
Sometimes I have obliged myſelf, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, to play but ſo many mates 
at a time, or with ahy. one perſon; and anon, 
I have broken thee PRI and pro- 


miſes; F v 


Ln 7 : 
ni and after vows of that kind, I have 
made enquiry how I might evade them— 
and have ſinfully prevaricated j in that n 
and that not only once, but often. * 
5. It hath wounded my conſcience, ol 
broken my peace, 1 have had fad reflections 
upon it, when I have been moſt ſerious, I 
find; if I were now to die, the remembrance 
of this game would greatly trouble me, and 
ſtare me in the face, &c. cc. 

6. My uſing of it hath been ſeandalous 5 
and offenſive to others (being a Miniſter of 


the Goſpel, and charged with the care f 


ſouls). Some godly friends, as I have un- 
derſtood, have been grieved by it; and 
others, as I have reaſon to fear, have been 
hardened by it. Great inconveniences have 
ariſen from the places where, and the per- 
ſons with whom I have uſed this game. ; 
7. My uſing of it, hath occaſioned much 
fin; as paſſion, ſtrife, idle if not lying words, 


in myſelf or my antagoniſt, or both. It hath 
cauſed the neglett of any 


God: and Man. | 
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8. My uſing of it doth evince, I have lit- 
4  ſelf-denial in me. If I cannot deny my- 


ſelf in a fooliſn game, how can I think 1 


either do, or ſhall deny myſelf in greater 
matters? How ſhall T for ſake all for Chriſt, 
when I cannot forſake a recreation for him? 
9. My uſing of it is altogether needleſs and 
unneceſſary to me. As it hinders my ſoul's 
health, ſo it doth not further my bodily 
health. 'Such is my conſtitution, being cor- | 
pulent and phlegmatick, thät if I need any 
exerciſe, it is that which is ſtirring and la- 


bouring. I cannot propound any end to 
1 5 Bo prop * 


myſelf, in the uſe of 1 it, but the PIO 5 of 
my fleſh. 

10. My ufing of it hath 3 at 
times, ſome little experce of money. This is 
the leaſt; and therefore I mention it laſt. 
ſhould think much to give that to relieve 
others wants, that I have waſted this WA 6 at 
ſeveral times upon my own wantonneſs. 
The pious Parſon having thus ended his 


Confeſſion, concludes with a quotation from 
Mr. Baxter 8 Chr: * Direclian: +: 


e That 


E 

That Student that needeth Cheſs or Cards, 
to pleaſe his mind, I doubt, hath a_carnal 
empty mind; if God; and all his books, and all 
his friends, &c. cannot ſuffice for this, there is 
{ome diſeaſe in it that ſhould rather be cured 5 
than pleaſed. And for the body, it is an- 
other kind of exerciſe that profits Win ot 

The . Baſilicon Doron, written by King 

* the Firſt, contains in three Books, 
“ His, Maieſties inſtryctions to his deareſt : 
ſonne, 1. natural ucceſſour, 
Prince.” XR 


1 ent the 
It is to be found i in a a folio, printed in bY 
1616; entitled, $* THE Works: of the moſt © 
high and mighty Prince James, by the grace 
of God, King « of Great Britain,” &. Pub- 
liſhed, by the Biſhop of Winton, and dedi- 
cated © 66 to the thrice, illuſtrious and moſt | 
excellent Prince Charles, the only ſonne of | 
our Soveraign Lord the Kin ah N 
The whole work is  conptiſed i in l 
7 the firſt book is Of a King's 
chriſtian duetie towards Godz” the ſecond, 3 
i of a King's J ductie in His ollie; * bid the 


N Kg deu. 


wu ©, 
* 


— — 


cardes, dic 
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chird, 1 of a King 8 behaviour i in indifferent 
things. , 7 3 

From this laſt I ſhall quote the whole 


paſſage, which contains his 1 8 __ 
nion of games: 


LAndas for ſitting pee en 5 


| with men by driuing time, ſpurre a free and 


faſt ynough running horſe, (as the prouerbe 


is) althou gh they are not profitable for the 


exerciſe either of minde or body, yet can 


I not vtterly condemne them; ſince they 


may at times ſupply the rootme, which being 


emptie, would be patent to pernicious idle- 
by neſſe, quia nibil poteſt eſe vacuum. I will 
: not therefore agree with the curioſitie of 


ſome learned men in our aage, in forbidding 


e, and other ſach like games of 
hazard; althou gh other wayes ſurely J re- 


uerence them as notable and godly men: 


for they are deceiued therein, in founding 
their argument vpon a miſtaken ground, i 
which is, that the playing at ſuch games, 
is a kind of caſting of lot, and therefore vn- | 
lawfull; wherein they deceiue themſelves : 

| FO. | hs 


„ 
for the caſting of lot was vſed for triall of 
the trewth in any obſcure thing, that other- 
wayes could not be gotten cleared ; and there- 
fore was a ſort of prophecie: Where by tho 
contrary, no man goeth toany of theſe playes, 
to cleare any obſcure trewth, but onely to 
gage ſo much of his owne money, as hee 
pleaſeth, vpon the hazard of the running . 
the cardes or dice, aſwell as he would doe 
vpon the ſpeede of a horſe or a dog, or an 
ſuch like gaigeour: and ſo, if they be vnlaw- * 
full, all gaigeours ypon vncertainties muſt like= 1 
wayes be condemned: not that thereby I take 
the defence of vaine carders and dicers, that 
waſte their moyen, and their time (whereof 


fewe conſider the pretiouſneſſe) vpon prodi- | 


gall and continual playing: no, I would rather 
allow it to be diſcharged, where ſuch corrup- 
tion cannot be eſchewed. But only I cat-, 
not condemne you at ſometimes, when ye 
have no other thing adoe (d good King 
will be ſeldome) and are wearie of reading, 
or euill diſpoſed in your perſon, and wich | 
it is  foule and ſtormie weather; then, I fay, 5 
K VVVV V 


£4 
— Ga —Uœ 
.: 


. | 
may ye lawfully play at the cardes or tables wi 
for as to dicing, 'Þ thinke it becommeth 
beſt deboſhed ſouldiers to play at, on the 
head of their drums, being only ruled "i 
hazard, and ſubiect to knauiſh cogging. 

** And as for the Cheſſe, I think it ouer 
fond, becauſe it is ouer-wiſe and Philoſo- 2 
phicke a folly: for where all ſuch: light 
playes are ordained to free mens heades for 
a time, from the faſhious thoughts on their 
affaires; it by the contrarie filleth and 
troubleth mens heades, with as many faſhious 
toyes of the play, as before it was er Wen 


thoughts on. his affdites.7 n eon dab ode 
1 may not be —— amiſs. to hen a; 
few Cheſs-terms. 1901115 god ve 


Cambit; i Gambetto i in the Tuſcan; bh; An 
carella; in the Neapolitan dialect; Ia, Gm. 
barola in that of Modena; la Jambette, crocn 
en jambe in French, is an expreſſion borrow: 8 
ed from wreſtling, and applied when. a man 
throws his adverſary . down by a peculiar, 
| Rroke with the dd ; and i in eee 8 


157 
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appropriated to thoſe gun n 
with particular moves. 
As ſor inſtance, nee 8 50 
that of the Queen or of ir & 0 Which 
are inſerted in Philidor's boole. 
There are various kinds of 88 
the n en of which is my oo Dis- 
covery. N ; #1} 


A Blind mate, is Viki whichlis not ds 
the moment it is given. ey a9 NH 
A PL ned Mate is da 50 Kir 
blocked up with his own pieces, and i is moſt - 
commonly given by the Knight. * | 
ThetScholar's Mate i 18 given in four, — 
the F oof's Mate in two move. 
The Stale Mate is called Je Pat in French, 
and 40 Stalls i in Italian, from Stall, Dubelling- 
place, becauſe the King i in his place 
uncheckmated.... 3 e 
ia T; avola, i in 1 means ths kind of 
a game which is ſo, in ef pſequence of | 
continual checks and. retreats. to the ſame 
place; the French term it 7 Echec perpetuel. 


1 draws game, partie; rea wie Sie e, 


983 
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+ \ 
R ; [ 1 ; 
* r 7 . 


05 


1 1 7 
0 
: , : 
J : 
u'! 
1 ; 
* 
( N * 
1 
x * 
vo [i 
2 
3 
# 
| | 
Ki 
i 
40 ' 
1 
N 
4 ' 
"20 C 
0 . 
it 
3 
»t 
1 


one of thoſe de Motore, I have copied, as 


0 8 1 
may happen various ways, by the perpetual 


check above mentioned; by the two Kings 
remaining. alone on the field of battle; by 


each King having only a ſingle piece at the 


end of the gatne, without any local advan- 


tage on either ſide: by the game being ſo 


ataared, that boch fdes are on the defen- 


hve, and neither will be the firſt to yield and 
loſe the advantage of his fituation. | And 


laſtly, when the King, having loſt all his 
men, is not mated in fifty W _ the 


unſkilfulneſs of his enemy. Pies Tate 
¶Cuscare 4 monte, to play from the begins 


ning, is, when the pieces are, after a few 
moves, diſcovered to have been ge Ap 
then a new game muſt commence. 


As the following trick is played on a 


Cheſs-board, and with the Knight, Who is, 
according to his method of moving, to cover 
the fixty-four ſquares in as many moves; it 
was thought not eee to n a 250 

methods of performing it. 5 


Oꝛanam i in 1722, publiben c three methods, 


it 


E 
it is the moſt regular e en 5 and 
the eaſieſt to be learn. 

The ſecond on the annexed 1 is hd: 
out any regularity, and was found 1 by 
repeated trials on a a wy the third 1 is e 
wiſe irregular. el 3.90 L208: 239 Tho 
Oaanam . „ This 1 can rot 


ſolved many ways; it is conſiderable enough | 
to have merited the attention of ſeveral great 


geometricians. It is true, they have not 
given us an) 


general ſolution of it, which 
ſhews zhe difficulty there is in finding it.” 
1 believe it is not e of a oo al. 
lution. . DCC ) Bb 
By i inſpecting. this feſt, it "will he PO 
that it is indifferent on which corner the 
Knight is firſt ra to Ply ee to 
that-cembinatian. 1 kee 
It is evident, ive almoſt infinite num- 
ber of different ways may be found to per- 
form this: trick. : Theſe. ates Lale as = 
eime m 2 1 * 5 0 
In the F reach wa N o. . 1 men- 
tioned, I find, It is en that one may 


| ſucceed 


8 , 


t | the Autho: 


; ere 
> \ # 
* — U #*& © 
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| ſucceed at this, beginning from any of the. 


ſquares, by taking care that the laſt: move 
into the ſixty- fourth ſquare, be n a _ 


\ [ ; 


Knight 
This is far from being Pi * is 


inſerted, merely becauſe it is the only at- 


tempt that has been made towards a n 


folution of this pughlet ; 1 Na Dario) 


In the Recreatiůons Mathematiqued?: pan 


e is another ſolution; and others print- 


ed on n are fold at the Caf / as le la e 
in Nair 342991904 e 1 1 


The ae Sides on hy ae air 


the Cheſs-men uſed in England, in the 
fifteenth century; and the large capitals, a as 


wk appear in A on 205 J 


19 19 2 S * * 7 a , 


For "the « ollowing paper, "IR indebted to 


ed on a new and more perfect Dictionary 


of the Engliſh lan guage, dowyn to Wee che 
eng of the en e 


3 
371 x g . 8 £ $ 5 : 14 5 . $ 
, „ „ 1 


2h R 
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move diſtant from the firſ | 40 


of the Li ie M Dr. Young. This 
8 eee for ſome years employ- 


The 
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The MORALS * HESS. | 
| 12 Dr. FRANK UI 1 
* HE game of Cheſs i is not merely an idle 


amuſement; ſeveral very; valuable qualities of 


the mind, uſeful in the courſe. of human 
life, are to. be acquired, and ſtrengthened by 


it, ſo as to become habits ready on all oc- 
caſions: for life is a kind of Cheſs, 1 in which 


we have often points to gain, and competi- 


tors or adverſaries to contend with, and in 
which there is a vaſt variety of good and ill 
events that are, in ſome degree, the effect of 
prudence, or of the want of it. By Playing 
at Cheſs then, we may learn, © 


Iſt. Foreſight, which looks a line. into 
futurity, and conſiders the conſequence that 


may attend an action; for it is continually 
occuring to the player, If I move this 
piece, what will be the advantage or diſad- 
vantage of my new ſituation? What uſe 
can my adverſary make. of i it, to annoy. me ? 
—What other moves: can, I make to ſup- 


port it, and to defend myſelf from his at- 


tacks 4 
1 
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2d. Cireumſpection, which ſurveys the 
whole Cheſs-bward, or ſcene of action: the 
relation of the ſeveral pieces, and their ſi- 
tuations; the dangers they are repeatedly 
expoſed" to; the ſeveral poſſibilities of their 
aiding: each other; the probabilities that the 
adverſary may make this or that move, and 
attack this or that piece; and what different 
means can be uſed to avoid his ſtroke, or 
turn its conſequences againſt him. 7 
34. Caution, not to make our moves to too | 


| haſtily. This habit i is beſt acquired by ob- 
1 ſerving ſtrictly the laws of the game; ſuch 


as, if you touch a piece, you muſt move it 


ſomewhere; if you ſet | it down, yOu. muſt let 
it ſtand. 


Therefore, it t be the ao" way 
to obſerve theſe rules, as the game becomes 
thereby more the image of human life, and 

particularly of war; in which, if you have 
 incautiouſly put yourſelf into a bad and dan- 
gerous poſition, you cannot obtain your ene- 
mies to leave to withdraw your troops, and 
"mu them more ſecurely ; but you muſt 


abide 


143 1. 
abide all the —— of 0 raſhs 


nel. „„ OO * 
And 1aſtly, we learn by ches the habit 
of not being diſcouraged by preſent bad ap- 
pearances in the ſtate of our affairs; the 
habit of hoping for a favourable chance, and 
that of perſevering in the ſearch of reſources. | 
The game is fo full of events, there is ſuch a 
variety of turns in it, the fortune of it is ſo 
ſudden to viciffitudes, and one ſo frequently, 
after contemplation, diſcovers the means of 
extricating one's-ſelf from a ſappoſed inſur- 
mountable difficulty, that one is encouraged 
to continue the conteſt to the laſt, in hopes . 
of victory from our ſkill ; or, at leaſt, from 
the negligence of our adverſary. And who- 
ever conſiders, what i in Cheſs he often ſees 
inſtances of, that ſuccceſs i is apt to produce 
preſumption and it's. conſequent inatterition, 
by which more is afterwards loft than was 
4 gained by the preceding advantage, while 
misfortunes produce more care and atten- 
tion, by which the loſs may be recovered, ; 
will learn not Ft be. to much diſcouraged TR 
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by any I ſucceſſes of his ad verfary, nor 

- to deſpair of final good- fortune, upon every 

_* little check he receives in the purſuit of it. 

That we may, therefore, be induced more 
frequently to chuſe this beneficial amuſe- 
ment in preference to others, which are not 
attended with the ſame advantages, every 
circumſtance that may increaſe the pleaſure 
of it ſhould be regarded : and every action or 
word that is unfair, diſreſpectful, or that in 
any way may give uneaſineſs, ſhould be 
avoided, as contrary to the immediate inten- 


t von of both the parties, which i is to paß the 
time agrecably: 


* . J 


1 Iſt, Therefore, if j it is agreed to play ac- 
_ | cording to the ſtrict rules, then thoſe rules 
1 are to be ſtrictly obſerved by both parties; ; 

and ſhould not be inſiſted upon for one fide, 
while deviated from by the other, for this 5 
is not equitable. | 


. 2d. If it is agreed. not to och tha rules 
exactly, but one party demands indulgences, : 


he ſhould then be as willing to allow thei: to 
; the other. 
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3d. No falle move ſhould even be ande 
to extricate yourſelf out of a difficulty or to 


gain an advantage; 3 for there can be no plea ; 


ſure in playing with a man once detected in 
ſuch unfair practice. 5 „„ 2 
4th. If your adverſary is long i playing, 


you ought not to hurry him, or expreſs any 
uneaſineſs at his delay; not even by looking 


at your watch, or taking up a book to read: 


you ſhould not fing, not whiſtle,” nor make a 
tapping with your feet on the floor, or with 
your fingers on the table, nor do any ing 


that may diſtract his attention; for all theſe 


things diſpleaſe, and they do not prove yout 
{kill in playing, but your craftineſs, and your 
rudeneſs. . 

th. You ought. not to 8 to 
amuſe and deceive your adverſary, by pre- 
tending to have made bad moves: and 
faying you have now loſt. the game, in 
order to make him ſecure and careleſs; and 
inattentive to your ſehemes; for this is 
fraud and deceit, not Kill i in che gar 
Chels. — * le 
| L 


* 
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6th. You mult not, when you have gain- 
ed a victory, uſe any triumphing or inſult- 
ing expreſſions, nor ſhow too much of the 
pleaſure you feel; but endeavour to conſole 
your adverſary, 4 make him leſs diſſatis- 
< fied with himſelf by every kind and civil 
| expreſſion that may be uſed with truth; 
ſuch as, you underſtand the game better than 
* but you are a little i inattentive, or you play 
too faſt; or you had the beſt of the game, 
but ſomething happened to divert your | 
— thoughts, and that turned it in my favour. il, 
Pth. If you are a ſpectator, while others 4 | 
play, obſerve the moſt perfect ſilence; for if 
you give advice, you offend both the parties; . 


him againſt whom you give it, becauſe it 
may cauſe him to loſe the game; him in 
whoſe favour you give it, becauſe, though it 
3 good, and he follows it, he loſes the 


pleaſure he might have had, if you had per- 
mitted him to think till it occurred to him- 


ſelf. Even, after a move, or moves, you 
muſt not, by replacing the pieces, ſhow how 
they * have been placed better; for 


that 


% , 


SO 


over your adv 1 


„„ 
that diſpleaſes, and might occaſion diſputes, 
or doubts about their true ſituation- 
All talking to the players, leſſens or di 


verts their attention, and is, therefore, un- 
pleaſing: nor ſhould you give the leaſt hint 
to either party by any kind of noiſe or 
motion, if you do, you are unworthy to be a 


ſpeclator. : 9 

If you deſire to exerciſe. or ow your 
judgment, do it in playing your own game, 
when you have an opportunity, not in criti- 


diſing or meddling ths or ere the 
play of others. 
Laſtly, if the game is not to i played ri- 
goroully, according to the rules above men 
tioned, then moderate your deſire of victory 
and be . wich one 


over yourſelf. 
Snatch not 3 at every aint. offer 


ed by his tnſkilfulneſs or inattention; but 
point out to him kindly, that by ſuch a 
move, he places or leaves a piece en prije 
unſupported; that by another, he will put his 
. into a dangerous &huation, CC. 


By 


a2 I ra. Y 


e 
By this generous civility (ſo oppoſite to 
the unfairneſs above forbidden) you may hap- 
pen indeed to loſe the game, but you will 
win what is better, his eſteem, his reſpect, 
and his affection; together with the ſilent ap- 
probation and the good- will of the ſpectators. 
To this, the ae eh who wn me 
with it, has added, ee 
When a vanquiſhed player is any d 1 6 an 
untruth to cover his diſgrace, as ©* I have not 
played fo long; his method of opening the 
game confuſed me ;—the men were of an 
_ unuſual fize,” &c. All ſuch apologies (to 
call them no worſe) muſt lower him in a 
wiſe perſon's eyes, both as a man, and as a 
Cheſs-player 5and who will not ſuſpect that 
he, who ſhelters himſelf under ſuch untruths 
in trifling matters, is no very ſturdy mora- 
liſt in things of greater conſequences, where 
his fame or honour are at ſtake? A man of 
Proper pride would ſcorn to account for his 
being beaten, by oneof theſe excuſes, evenif it 
were true; becauſe they all have ſo much the 


appearance, : at the moment, of being untrue. 
Anne. 
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AN 20 DOTES of Mr. PHI on 
Cc ommunicated Y 1 nne. 


A Danican hehe was born at 


Dreux _ Paris, in 1726. Hlis grand- 

father was a Hautboy- player at the Court of 
Lewis XIII. An Italian Mufician named 
Philidor, was admired at that Court for his 
performance on the ſame inſtrument; and 
after his departure, the King gave Mr. Da- 

nican the Sobriguet or nick-name of Phi- 
lidor, which has ſtill remained in the family. | 
His father, and ſeveral of his brothers, be- 
Woes to the bang of 1 XIV. and Lewis 
At ſix years ef age be: was a0 
among the children of the Chapel- Royal of 
Verſailles, where, being obliged to attend 
daily, he had an opportunity of learning 
Chefs from the Muſicians in waiting, of 
whom there were about eighty. / Cards not 
being allowed ſo near the Chapel, they had 
a long: a WAG ſix Cheſs 0a . 


-tt Ji 3% e | At 
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At the age of eleven, a Motet, or Pfalm 
with choruſſes, of his compoſition was per- 
formed, which pleaſed Lewis XV. ſo much, 
that he gave the compoſer five Louis: this 
encouraged the lad to compoſe four more, 
When he had attained his fourteenth year, 
he left the Chapel, and was then reputed 
the moſt ſkilful Cheſs-player of the Band, 
This was in 1740, when ſeveral Motets of 
his compoſition were performed at | Paris. at 
the Concert Spirituel, which were fayourably 
received by the public as the productions of 
a child, who was already a Maſter and 
Teacher of Muſic. At this time Cheſs was 
played at in almoſt every Coffee-houſe in 
Paris, and he applied fo cloſely to the game 
that he neglected his ſcholars, and they con- 
ſequently took another maſter. . This in- 
duced him rather to purſue the ſtudy of 
5 Cheſs than of Muſic. | Mr. de Kermur, Sire 
de Legalle, who is ſtill living, and was then 

near forty years of age, was eſteemed the beſt 
"1 Cheſs- player 1 in France, and young Philidor 
* every nn. of * his 


in- 
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inſtructions, by which he improved ſo eſſen- 
tially, that three years after, Mr. de Legalle, 
though ſtill his maſter, was not able to allow 
him any advantage. N 


Mr. de Legalle once aſked him, Whe- 


ther he had never tried to play by memory, 


without ſeeing the board ? Philidor replied, 


That as he had calculated moves, and even 
whole games at night in bed, he thought he 


could do it, and immediately played a game 


with the Abbe Chenard, which he won 


without ſeeing the board, and without heſi- 
tating upon any of 'the moves ; this was a 
circumſtance much ſpoken of in Paris, and, 


— 


in conſequence, he often repeated this method 


of playing. 


Philidor then Andng he 5614 readily 
- play a fin gle game, offered to play two 
games at the fame time, which he did at a 
Coffee-houſe ; and of this party, the follow - 
ing account is s given | in the F rench e 5 


Pedie: : 


1 We had at Paris, a young man of . 
ei cighteen, who Lo and at the ſame time two 


ey Nes 


* * 
* 
Y _ \ i 
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games at Cheſs, without ſeeing the boards, 
beating two antagoniſts, to either of whom 
he, though a firſt-rate player, could: only 
give the advantage of a Knight, when ſee- 
ing the board. We ſhall add to this ac- 
count, a. circumſtance of which we were 
eye-witnefles : In the middle of one of his 
games, a falſe move was deſignedly made, 
which, after a great number of moves he 
diſcovered, and placed the piece where it 
ought to have been at firſt, This young 
man is named Mr. Philidor, the ſon of a 
Muſician of repute ; he himſelf is a great 
Muſician, and, perhaps, the beſt player of 
Poliſh Draughts there ever was, or ever will 
be. This is among the moſt extraordinary 
examples of ſtrength of memory, and of 
imagination? 

Forty years after this, he played two dif- 
ferent times in London, three games at 
once. Of one of theſe exertions, the follow- 


ing account appeared i in the London Newſ- 
papers in May 1783; 


Veſter⸗ 
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ee Yeſterday, At the Cheſs-club in '8t. 


James 's-ſtreet, Mr. Philidor performed c one 
of thoſe wonderful exhibitions for which he 
is ſo much celebrated. He played at the 


ſame time three different games, without 


ſeeing either of the tables. His opponents 5 


were, Count Bruhl, Mr. Bowdler (the 
two beſt players i in- London), and Mr. Ma- 
ſeres. He defeated Count Bruhl i in an hour 


and twenty minutes, and Mr. Maſeres in 


two hours. Mr. Bowdler reduced his gane 


to a drawn battle in an hour and three 
quarters. To thoſe who underſtand Cheſs, 


this exertion of Mr. Philidor's abilities, muſt 


appear one of the greateſt of which the 


human memory is ſuſceptible. He goes 
through it with aſtoniſhing accuracy, and 
often corrects miſtakes in thoſe who have 


the board before them. Mr. Philidor fits 


with his: back to the tables, and ſome gen- 
tleman preſent who takes his part, informs 


him of the move of his antagoniſt, and then 


by his direction, n his mien as die- 


' ; 8 
[ f : s Sr ©. 4 er, 3 
bun. . 23 we * 3 
- / 


3 | 
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The other match was with Count Bruhl, 
Mr. Jennings, and Mr. Erſkine, to the laſt 
of whom he gave a Pawn and the move; 
the Count made a drawn game, and both 
the other gentlemen loſt their games. 
gp to return: In 1745, ] he became ac- 
quainted with an Italian named Lanza, 
3 whoſe daughter was looked on as a prodigy 
| bor her talents on the Harpſichord, though 
=: but thirteen years of age. This man en- 
gaged Philidor to go with him to Holland, 

to meet Geminiani, who had promiſed his 
aſſiſtance } in giving twelve Subſcription Con- 
certs, at which the girl was to perform. She 
bein g indiſpoſed, was left with her mother 
at Paris, and at Rotterdam ber father res 
ceived the news of her death. 


Thus Philidor found himſelf i in a FERRER 
country pennyleſs, and bereft of all his 
hopes of advantage from the propoſed con- 
certs. His ſkill at Draughts was now a 

great reſource to him at Rotterdam and Am- 
| ſterdam: he remained a twelvemonth in 
Holland, reſiding chiefly at the Hague, 


uy where 
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oh he became acquainted with Colonel 
la Deves, a relation of the late Lord Ligo- 
pier, and with the Prince of Waldeck, who 
then commanded the Dutch army, both 
Cheſs- players; the former was ſo ſkilful, 
that Philidor could only give him a Knight; — 
the Prince ae hang n for mw in- 
ſtructions. 11. 4 
In 1747, he viſited 1 England, thin Sir 
Abraham Janſſen introduced him to all the 
celebrated players of the time. Sir Abra- 
ham was not only the beſt Cheſs-player in 
England, but likewiſe the beſt player he ever 
met with, after his Maſter Mr. de Legalle, 
as the Baronet was able to win one game 
in four of him even: and Mr. de Legalle, 
with whom Sir Abraham afterwards played 
in Paris, was of the ſame pet wn "oe 
to his ſkill. n | 

Sir Abraham, beſides the common game, 
delighted in playing at a more complicated 
one, invented by the late Duke of Rutland. 
_ At this game, the board is 14 {quares in 
breadth, and 10 in height, which make 140 


1 7 DE IG | houſes; 


1 EO 16 ] 
houſes; 14 pieces and 14 pawns on a ſide : 
| the pawns might move either one, two, or 
| e the firſt time. 

The 7 were, the Jong," the _— 


Caftt, uniting . move of the King and 
Caſtle, and a common Caſtle. 

On the other fide of the King, was a Con- 
cubine, whoſe move was that of the Caſtle 
and the Knight united, two Biſbaps, a ſingle 
Knight, a Crowned Caſtle, and a common one. 
The beſt players at this game, after Sir A- 
braham, were Stamma, Dr. Cowper, and 
Mr. Salvador. Philidor in leſs than two 


months, was able to give a Knight to each 
of theſe gentlemen at this game. It may be 


obſerved, that the Pawns are here of very 
little uſe; and that by the extent of the 
board, the Knights loſe much of their value, 
which, of courſe, renders the game more 
defective, and leſs intereſting than the'com- ? 
mon one; and ſince the death of Sir Abra- 


ham in 176: 3, It 18 Wütend © or at bed: diſs 5 
uſed. 
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Ind 748, Philidor returned to Holland, | 
where he compoſed his Treatiſe on Cheſs: 
At Aix la Chapelle, he was adviſed by Lord 
Sandwich to go to Eyndhoven, a village 
between Bois-le-Duc and Maeſtricht, where 
the Engliſh army was encamped. He had 
there the honour” of playing with the late 
Duke of Cumberland, who ſubſcribed libe- 
rally himſelf, and procured a great number 
of other ſubſcribers to his work on Cheſs, 

which was publiſhed in London in 1749. 

In 1750, he frequented the houſe of the 
French Ambaſſador, the Duke of Mirepoix, 
who gave a weekly dinner to the lovers f 
Cheſs, at which e 85 was den . | 
expert. x : 

Philidor remained! another. year in "A 
land, and learning that the King of Pruſſia 
was fond of Cheſs, he ſet off for Berlin in 
1751. The King ſaw him play ſeveral 3 

times at Potſdam, but did not play with him 
himſelf: there was a Marquis de Varennes, 
and a certain Jew, who played even with 
the 


— 


(138 ] 
the King, and to each of theſe Philider * 
2 Knight. and beat them. 
The following year he left Berli, dad 
ahr months at the Prince of Waldeck's at 
Arolſen, and three weeks at the Court of 
the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and then re- 
turned to England, where he remained till 
1755. His paſſion for Cheſs did not make 
him neglect his muſical talent; for in 1753, 
he ſet Dryden's Ode to St. Cecilia to muſic, 
which was performed at the Little Theatre i in 
the Haymarket. Handel commended i it. 
He returned to France in 1755, with a 
Prices intention of devoting himſelf to mu- 
ſic: and ſoon after, he ſolicited the appoint- 
ment of Maſter of the Chapel Royal, where 
two new Motets of his compoſition were 
performed; but as the late Queen, and the 
whole Court were uſed to ancient muſic, he 
was unſucceſsful in his application; he con- 
ſoled himſelf, however, with the compli- 
ous he received bm the am of "wp 


5 Þ 
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10 1759, his firſt muſical Erin entitled 
Blu iſe le Savetier, was performed at the 
Theatre of the Comic Opera, which had ſuch 
a run, that he abandoned Church-muſie, and 
applied himſelf wholly to the Stage; and in 
the ſame year, he compoſed / Huitrꝰ & ler 
Plaideurs; in 1760, le Soldat Magicien, and 
the Qui pro quo; and in 1761, le Fardinier 
& ſon Seigneur, and le Marechal Ferrant. 
In conſequence of the ſucceſs of theſe 
pieces, the Italian Comedy was deſerted ; and 
in 1762, the two Theatres were united, and 
ſill form the preſent Italian C omedy. Thie 
ſeaſon (1762), he produced Sancho Panga ; 
in 176 3, the Bucheron, ace Les Fetes * i 
Paix; in 1764, che Sorcier. 5 
In 1765, Tom Jones, which was. Al E 
the firſt night ; but the following: year 3 
was repeated with great ſucceſs. In 1766, 1 
emboldened by his increaſing popularity, he 
aimed at an entire change of the national 
wn for the French muſic, and accordingly 
compoſed a Tragic Opera, entitled, Erne- 
linds * of — withour mytho- 


08, 5 
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logy, and with recitative, after the Italian 
manner, intermisxed with airs. This was 
repreſented at the French Opera, and not- 
withſtanding the cabals of the Nobility, who 
were bigotted to the old muſic, the bad 
finging of the actors and actreſſes, and the 
indifferent execution of the Orcheſtra; not- 
withſtanding the obſtacles thrown by the 

Dancers in the way of a performance, which 
formed a new and intereſting ſpectacle; 3 this 
piece was played eight ſucceflive nights, and 
then dropt. Lewis XV. was, however, ſo 
well pleaſed with it, that he privately re- 
warded the compoſer with a penſion of 25 

Louis from his privy purſe. This Opera 
was again performed with better ſingers, and 


a better band in 1776 ne e with ah 
ſucceſs. 


4 


In 1969, he, Akio out e ene or 
; T he Gardener of Sidon; in 1770, le Fardinier 
' Suppoſe, and Ja Nouvelle Ecole des Femmes; 
and in 1772; le Bon Fils; this year he camt 
to England for the fourth time, and . 


ehe with his friends. l 


f x66 {| 8 


- In 1773, a new Opera of his compoſition, 


cal led le Premier Navigateur, was perform 
ed at Fontainebleau before the Court; and 
his Opera of Ernelinda was repeated at Ver; 
allles, among the entertainments given on 
| account of the mags of $a Count: J'Ar- 


* 


fois, 54-4 


In 1575, he prod uced he Femmes Vengher, 


and in the winter, returned to. London ; 7 


the Cheſs-club, and repeated his annual 
ave the four e Fey 1776, 77. 78. 


In I 770 be publiſhed a new x dition of f his 
Cheſe-bock. 7 


In 1779, at W 1 ot to 0 the 
carts Seculare of Harace, which was per- 


formed three nights with great ſucceſs at 
Freemaſon s-Hall, and afterwards at Paris. 


The Ecypreſs « of Ruſſia required, and obtain- 


ed a copy in ſeore from the author, to 
which ſhe generouſly rewarded him. 


The Prefent King of Pruſſia, when Prince- 


Royal, 1121 likewiſe vy liberal 1 the au 
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thor, who had ſeat him a Lo of this piece 
of muſic. 
+ It isnow in the preſs at Pati, 40 vin N 
ſpeedily publiſhed, dedicated to the Empreſs, 
with an engraven ee repraſenting the 
arms of Ruſſia. | 
In 1780, he compoſed: a Lyric Tragedy 
called Perſeus, which was od pigeons at the 
French: Opera. erte | 
He was again in England, during 15 
e of 1781, 1782, and 1783. In 1785. 
he brought out at Fontainebleau, Them N 
cles, a Lyrie Tragedy, which was after- 
wards performed at Paris; and Projper” '& 
Vincent, or PAmitie u Village, repreſented 
both at Fontainebleau, and at ook Italian 


Vi 1 edumerated, pF Philidor s 
Muſical Compoſitions, the kubjeet of Cheſs 7 
ſhall be reſumed. „ 1 wo. : | 

The beſt Cheſs- players "ho. work: living | 
in England, during, this century, were 


. a 
| Mr. 


{ 463 J 
Mr, Cunningham, Lord Sunderlind; Lord 
Godolphin, Lord Elibank, Mr. Cargyll, Sir 
Abraham Janſſen, . Stams, Dr. Black, 
Dr. Cowyper, and Mr, Salvador. e 

Moſt of theſe gentlemen uſed to meet at 
Old Slaughter's Coffcchouſe, St, Martin's 8— 
Lane, in a private room. 1 

In 1747, Mr. Philidor played 4 in, of 
ten games with Stamma, giving him the 
move, allowing a drawn game to be a loſt 
one, and betting five to four on each game. 
With all theſe advantages, Stamma won 
only two pines, of "ROE one was a drawn 
ee. N 
In 1751. while Philidor was at Windfor 
wh the late Duke of C unberland, he in- 
troduced Dr, Black; a clergyman, le kept 
a ſchool at Chiſwick, 28 à firſt rate*Cheſs- 
player, t to the Duc + Mirepo is,” the” Ffench 
Ambaſfader, at is cou try ne At Ham- 
merſmith. The Door turned his talent 
to ſuch advantage, that the Duke *(blicited, 
and obtained for ! bin, je eat following, a | 
living « of two hundred pounds per annum, % 


M 2 5 ; which 


N 
* * 
+* 
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Which Was in dhe gift of his hats Mas 
jeſty. 1 

Ja 177. a Chest elnd; was ie at 9 
Salopian Coffec- houſe, Charing-c roſs; and 
in 1774, a new one next door to the Thatch- 
ed-Houſe, in st. James- ſtreet, where it is 
ſtill continued. The number of Members 
is limited to a hundred, as in the Cheſs- 


— club at. Paris : : and the Members of the one 


are admitted into the ohee without Sing 
ballotted for. THOL OS SY en DIY 

The terms of the aberpach 8 are Yor 
guineas. Soon after the inſtitution, ſeveral 
vealous Members made a ſubſcription among 
themſelves, in order to defray Mr. Phili- 
dor's expences, ang male am to attend | 
them during the winter. Hel 10 boot 

The. peſt players. are 8 Brubl, ther 


| Hon. Heary, Saeed Harcowby, My. 
Bowler, egg NM. Ap nings: Theſe gen- 


tlemen give Mr., Philidor the two firſt 


n 


moves, for Which NERFEeIVeR Knight, ang 
ASA the; n 4 match nts de $f 


WAS GI 


* 


8 
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Xa Among the Ladies, bz has not niet with 


fi firſt," or Even 4 ſecond- rate player.” A 8 Hg 
Mr. de Legalle, who i is now eighty-five 
years of age, is the oft Cheſs-player in 
Fr rance after Mr. Philidor. The laſt match 
theſe gentlemei played was in 1.17 5 5 when 
the Scholat beat his Maſter. 


In the beginning of this century, there 
were ſeveral gteat players at Paris, particu- 
Larly the Marquis de Groſminy and his bro- 
ther; - who uſed to beat Mr. de Legalle in 
1728 ; the Chevalier de F efori, who Was 
His equal, as was the Chevalier du Son ; ; the 
laſt wrote a Treatiſe on Cheſs, but his death 
prevented its publication: the matiuſcript 
was left to the late Prince de Conty. 

Of the ſecond-rate players who wele able 
to defend themſelves againſt Mr. de Legalle, 
with the advantage of the pawn and the 
move, were the Chancellor d Agueſſeau and 
his ſon the Prefident de Nicolai, the Duke 
de Mortemart, the Duke de Mite :poix, the 
Abbe Chenard, the Abbe Maillot, Mr. Fou- 


bert, ad Mr. de St. Paul. n 
| My "0... 
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The Chancellor d Agveſſeau uſually, play- 
ed for Half. a- Crown a game, with. Mr. de 
Legalle- The latter once propoſed deep 
play to the Chancellor, which he explained 
to be a living then vacant at Vincennes, for 
an Abbe of his acquaintance. The Chan« 
cellor immediately took the move, aud in 
puſhing His pawn, Aid va 1 Abl; Mr. de 
Legalle did not chuſe to wWin the game, 
which the Chancellor told him, ſhould not 
prejudice | his friend, and ae ae 
him the Benefice. 3 * 
In 1783, a Chefi-club Was « eſtabliſhed. 2t 
Paris, 3 in the new buildings of the Duke of 
Orleans, near the. Palais-Royal, under, the 
protection of Menſs eur (the King's brother), 
who is himſelf a member of it · The" beſt 
play ers are Mr. Bernard, Mr. Cuilier, Mr. 
Verdoni, Mr. Leger, and Mr. Garnier; Who 
being only of the ſecond claſs of players, are 
not able to cope with Mr. de Legalle or Mr; 
Philidor, without receiving a pawm n the, 
move. % Then follow] the gentlemen, to 
whom a pawn and two moves are given; 


[ 16% 1 
the Count de Biffy, and the Chevaliers & 
Beaurevoirz de la Pallu, and d' Anfelet. n 
The ſubſeription to this Club, i. 15 "bs 
| Louis mary bl | 3 | | Lg TU bp tint Prog i 
The ff of che Told wing accounts is 
taken from the Morning Poſt of the 28th gf 


£2. 24S 


May, and the other from the Werld of the 
ſame day. API A" (86-14 99H THO RAR 
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I. „ The celebrated Mr. Philidor, whoſe 
unrivalled excellence at the game of Cheſs has 
been long diſtinguiſhed, invited the members 
of the Cheſs- club, and the amateurs in ge- 
neral of that arduous amuſement, to be pre- 


ſent on Saturday laſt at A ſpectacle of the moſt 
curious kind, a8 it was to diſplay 4 very 
wonderful faculty of the human mind, |; 


which faculty, however, is perbape exclu- | 
_ at preſent kis own, 5s 41 * 


4 In conſequence of this invitation, thirty 

| Neal and three ladies attended Mr. 

Philidor at "Parſlo's," in St. James s\ſtreet, 8 
where, in ” tier preſence, with his eyes 

cloſed, he contended with two gentlemen at 


M 4 „„ 
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_ te fir: players 3 in Europe next himſelf... 


of the pieces towards the commencement: 
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the lame An who Had cach'a Cheb. boat, 


e 


&« Count Bruhl was his adyerſary at one 
Bond and Mr. Bowdler at the other, and to 


each he allowed the firff move. 


4 Mr. Philidor 8 repreſentatives were e Mrs, 
Wilmot of Bloomſbury--ſquare, and a gentle- 
man of the name of Cooper. 


* The games commenced-at ten minutes 
after two o'clock, and laſted n one hour 


and forty minutes. CE bona 


& 


„The manner in which theſs games were | 


played, Was, Alternately : as to each move, 


Count Bruhl began, and mentioned aloud 


the move he had made. i Mr. Philidor then 
directed his repreſentative, and fo; proceeded 


to the coneluſion of both games, 
The game with the Coum was drayn, 

and Mr. Bowdler was ſucceſsful with the 

other, owing to the quickneſs. with which 


23 the earlier moves in both games were: made, 
and tg, the extreme ſimilarity i in the ſituation 


— 5 


* 
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for if the games had leG reſembled each 
other, Mr, Philidor 3 preſerved a 
more diſtinct recolle&tionc nn 
The idea of the (deer labour dar 
was paſſing in the Hund of Mr: Philidor, 
ſuggeſted a painful pereeption to the ſpecta- 
tor, which, however, was quite utineceſſa- 
ry, as he ſeldom pauſed: half a minute, and 
ſeemed to undergo little mental fatigue, 
being ſome what jocoſe through the whole, 
and uttering occaſionally many pleaſantries 
that diverted the company. 1 * 
paſſed in the French language. ; 
When the intrinſic difficulty of the game 
is ; conſidered, as well as the great ſkill of 
his adverſaries, who, of courſe, conducted it 
with the moſt: ſubtle com plications; ; this 
exertion. ſeems abſolutely miraculous, and 
certainly deſerves to be recorded as a proof, 
at once intereſting and aſtoniſhing, of * 
Pore of human nnn ws aft 


5 


** ce „ This belek aan is 4 oo ”Y 
more. than Da aan I it is a phenome- 
yo Os ny Oe non 


pines alas poſſible employment upon each 


5 
non in thi hiſtory . man ! and fo Theuld Be 


hoarded among the beſt ſamples of huimari 
1 _— ſhall be tio more: 


entire e plan. a 1 190 Cheb tables, with with the 
ltiplied, viciſſitudes of two and inn 


es 


table, that a man ſhould maintain tlie tw d 
games at | once without ſceing either; but 
merely from the report of mode aftef move 


upon both; and this contending; not witli 


bad and ine xperienced play; but with two 


of the beſt and moſt practiſed"! Players it 
Europe: all this makes up A wondef of ſucli 
. magnitude, ſuch a ſtretch of the mind i in one 
directions beyond it uſual ſizc; ſuch power; 


not only of graſp and of hold, but of ſyſtem 3 
22d diſtcibution=—as- could not be credited? 


perhaps, would not be as WARES 


peated experience of the fact! b Ih 
** This has been had from Me, Philidor 
again and again, But never with more 


Kruggle.” For bis antegoniſte . Count 
Brulik and Mr. Boudler. They never were 


WY 


IR more 


6 8 "hy 8 
„ 
more excellent. How much reſource there 
was, and guarded enterprize, may be ima- 


— Wen en ** PRE wn » — * —— „„ % 8 * 


gined from tie time taken in playing. The 


„ „ % ** — * 7 


match began ſoon after two, and was not | 
ended till near four o'clock. | 
< In that period, the memory of this aſto= 
niſhing man; was never. for 4 moment ab- 
ſent nor confuſed. He made not one miſ- 


take. | bo 15 
« Of the two games, one Philidor h 27. 
the other be left a at game.” 
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FOR thus fayeth Attalus, - 3 8 ws . 
Who of Cheſs found out the be; | 
When he treated of Arithmetic. 85 


Page 5. 

There was a G named M. Baguertt, -who 
being come to Chambery, took it into his head to 
propoſe to me to learn Cheſs, at which he played a lits 
tle. d tried almoſt againſt my inclination z and aftet 
having, az well as I could, learnt the moves, my pros 
greſs was ſo rapid, that beſore the end of the firſt 
fitting, 1 gave him the Caſtle which he had given me 
at the beginning. There wanted no mere fot me; 
| behold me mad after Cheſs. 1 buy a board: I buy 
the Calabreſe; I ſhut myſelf up in a room; I there 
paſs the days and the nights in endeavouring to learn 
by heart all the games, in cramming them into my 
brain right or wrong; in playing with myſelf without 
relaxation, and without end. After two or three 
months of this fine work, and of incredible efforts, 1 
go to the coliec-houſe, lean, yellow, and almoſt ſtu- 
piſicd. 


6 
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bibel. Tiry myſelf, 1 play again with M, Bag nere 


he beats me once, twice, twenty times; fo mani 
combinations were jumbled. together i in my. 1. ſd 


my imagination was ſo deade ned, that 1 ſaw nothin 


but a cloud before me. As often as I have exercifetl 


myſelf with the book of Philigor, or that of Stamma, 
in ſtudying games, the ſame thing has happened to me; 


and after having worn myſelf out with fatigue, I have 


found' myſelf more feeble than 'before. Now, whe- 


ther I have abandoned Cheſs, or that by playing 1 have 


got again into practice, L haye never advanced a notch 
ünce that firſt ſitting z and I have always found myſelf 


at the ſame point where I was in-finiſhing it. Were I 
to praQtiſe thouſands. of ages, I ſhould end. with beiog 


able to give the Caſtle to Bagueret, and no more. 
There is time well employed, you will ſay ! and 1 
have not employed a little at it. I only ended this firſt 
Eſſay, when I had no longer ſtrength to continue it. 


When I made my appearance, at firſt iſſuing from my 


chamber, I looked as one riſen from the grave; and had 


continued the ſame courſe, I ſhould not have Wen 


long above n 8 5 ee 


* N 


Page 1 2 1 05 — 3 
"Tei is a trifle not without merit from its en Y 


but its effects appear ſo marvellous, only from the 


boldneſs of the idea, and from the bappy choice of the 
m6nnh ede to cauſe illuſion. 


Page 15. . coin bis ln 
For his MAL amuſement he played fometimes | at 


Chess: if little things paint men, it may be allowed 
to mention, that he always made the King. march. at 


that game; he made vſe of it more than of any of the 


other pieces and by that nicans he loſt every game. 


| 


I When 
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When they had well barticadoed his houſe, andthe 
King had made the circuit of his pretended retrench- 
ments, he fat down coally to play at Cheſs with his 
favourite Grothuſen, as if. every e had b Nen in 1 1 
ſound e | 8 | 


Page 16. 
race by Thomas Sb in 1 5 56. 


Jt is truely an honeft kynde, of entertennmente and 
wittic- "But methink it hath a fault, whiche is, pt a man 
may be to couning at it, for whoever will be excellent in the 
playe of Cheſtes, jbeleave he muſt beeſtome much tyme 
about it, and applie it with ſo much ſtudy, that a man 
may aſſoone learne ſvirte 'hoble Scyence, or compaſe 
am other matter of importdunce, and pet in the end in 
beeftowing all that labdure, he knoweth no more but. a 
game. Therfore m this J beleave there haypeneth a 
very rare thing, namely, that the meane 5 more tou 
nelle than the execllency. kz. 
Eighth Edition from the Wc of Peter cage 
15 1776. 8 

— Or if he played. at Cheſs, 9 5 firing of hi 
| ſoul was not touched and employed by this idle. child- 
Sh game ? I hate and avoid. it, becauſe 1 it is not merry 
enough, but too ſerious a diverſion, and L am albamed 
to ſpend as much thought upon that, as would ſerve. to 
much better uſes. Do but ſee how we confound this 
filly diverſion, if the ſoul be not all attention to 
it, and. what a field.is thereby opened for every one to 
know, and to make a right judgment of himſelf 2, Ido 
not more thoroughly ſift myſelf in any other poſture. 
What paſſion are we exempted from in this game? 
Pt. ſpite, malice, impatience, and Aa vehement de- a | 

. | _ 


$28 


thaw 0 


fire of getting the better in a concern wherein it were 
more excuſable to be ambitious of being overcome: for 
to be emiuent, and to excel: above: the common tate in 
frivolous things, is not  pracelyl 1 in 2 man of honour. 


noir ef, Page 18. „ Led 0 f 
' Cheſs is now * Senn out of faſhion z other taſtes, 
other methods of loſing time; in a word, other leſs 
excuſable frivolouſneſſes have ſucceeded, 
| Others, on the contrary, obſerving that 
chance has no ſhare: in this game, and that fkill alone 
| is victotious at it, have eſteemed good Cheſs-players 
to be endowed with a ſuperior capacity: but if this 
reaſoning were true, why do we find ſo many people 
| of middling underſtanding, nay almoſt imbecile, ho 
excel therein, whilſt many perſons of great genius in 
every age and ſtation, have never been able to attain 
even mediocrity ? Let us then ſay, that in this caſe, as 
well as in others, habit acquired in youth, peußetual 
practice limited to a ſingle objeck, mechanical remèm- 
brance of the combinations, and conduct of the pieces 
fortified by exerciſe :. in ſnort, what is called the 
ſpirit of play, are the ſources of the knowledge of 
Cheſs, and do not indicate other talents nor other merit 
In a the lame perſon. 3 | x 


ht! Page 19. 

In thoſe times, in the Wy Chriſt 1566 there 
came to Florence a Saracen named Buzecca, a very 
great maſter of Cbeſs · playing, and in the Palace 2 
- Popolo, before Count Guido Novello, he played at one 
time at three Cheſs-boards, with the beſt maſters, of 
Cheſs in Florence, playing at two by memory, and 
"with the this * * 1 and two * he eu and 

88 VR 


1 


the third he made à drawn game (by à perpetual 
check), which circumſtance was eſteemed — cara 
8 has likewiſe PE this e 


N 4 + - , +} 


Page 25. 
How a Lye ball was held! in form of a 2 
ment. 
How the b we Perfonages of the ball combat. 


5 Page * 
———— The Giant cried, 7 
Thou art 8 King of Cards W or of — 
1 muſt cruſh thee with my * 


Page 42. 
Here beginneth ; 2 Tens and uſeful Treatiſe on the 
virtue of the game of Cheſs, that is to ſay intituled, 
of the cuſtoms of men and of the offices of nobles: 


| compoſed by the reverend maſter 79 acob ee of 
_ the e F riars-preachers. —* 


e | Pagans cons v1 * 
8 Read reader with haughty ſoul, 0 
That which this fine volume contain? 
. ſpeak the truth it is not a game at Clieſs, 
But rules of life and good manner; 
To live pleaſantly and with . 1 
And after ſeek that eternal light, &c. 


180 us then recur to him who is virtue and grace, 
. ee whom proceeds every grace and virtue, that to us 
whom he has enabled to ſay ſomething on the game of 
5 _ to the en hy enen * oY give bun mn 


| + Nadi, is not an » Jralay 3 i is (Spaniſh una — 
Feipen a pack of C ards. 


_ thi 
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this preſent life, that he may with Kin petpetudlly 
live and reign for ever and ever. Amen, Printed at 


Florence 1493. The firſt day of March. | 


as 1 


Page 39. 
Tbe tranflation of this pallage i is in p. 63. 


Page 59. No. x; Al 

Book of EY liberal invention and art of the game 
of Cheſs, by Ruylopez de Sigura, clerk, inhabitant of 
the town of Cafra. Directed to the much illuſtrious 
Lord Don Garcia de Toledo, uncle and firſt Lord 


Chambetlain to the moſt Serene Prince Don Carlos 4 
our Lord 


Not to mind vberber gifts be great or ſmall, 
but only the ſpicit of. him who offers them. 


f 


1 Page 60. bo . 
If we follow the opinion of Xerxes haring been its 
inventor, it is neceſſary to know, that it was invented 
in the City of Babylon, whilſt Amilone reigned there, 
who was ſurnamed Euilmerodach, ſon of Nabucodo- 
noſor, 3400 years after the creation of the world; and 
560 years before the coming of Chriſt our Saviour in- 
to the world: and 600 years after the foundation of 
Rome, reigning in Rome Servius Tullius ſixth King 
of Rome, in the 20th. year of his reign, for he reigned 
34 years. In the 54th Olympiad. . 235 years .before 
Alexander the Great. 27 years after the captivity of 


ie Hebrews. And this, according to the true and 0 


right chronography of the ancient- and * au- 
thors, | 


Chapter 2. In whick ! is Ll, ah play i isa lind- ; 
able leiſure, not only to be permitted, but is alſo ne- 


een f r the preſetvation of human life. i 
2 ? Ir N Laudable + - 


with him the greateſt part of the people : who arti 


at Om wn; EY, { 6: 


5 We becauſe he who has 2 p eople to gorem, muſt . 
15 5 9 


[8] 


Laadable games not only were, and ought to be 


permitted: but they are morebver necefſaty to human 
. preſervation. For as Ariſtotle ſays, in the 1oth bock 
of Ethics, chap. 5. Omnia habentia corpora ns poſſunt 
continue operari. Which means, All things that have 
body, cann6t continually work. And therefofe the 
ſame author, in chap. 9, ſays, Videtur requies & ludus 


in vita eſſe neceſſariũ. That is to ſay, It is viſible that 


reſt and play are neceſſary in life. For as the ſame 
author ſays, i in the 8th of Politics, ©. 1» Labor às indi. 


get requi. Ludus gratia requiei eſt, He who £1 IH 


(be ſays) is under the neceſſity of reſting, and play is 
becauſe of reſtitig. * 


35 Page 62. | 
Ocken ſay, it v was invented by two rink PI 


| thers, named Lydo and Tyrrheno. Who being afflict- 


ed with great hunger, in order not to feel it ſo much, 
paſſed their time in playing at this game. Their father | 
Atys, was conſtrained to divide his people, beeguſe of | 


the ſterility of their country, and of the famine they 


ſuffered. And having eaſt lots which of his tws ſohs 


ſhould remain at home, and which ſhould go and peo- 
ple other parts, it fell to Lydo to temain as' fueceſſor 


to the kingdom, and to Tyrrheno to go out, taki 


in Italy, and ow ax what was n en I . 


8 * *; % 0 1 F % 
: 1 4 & * o 4 x% 4 


d. 67. 


| What the arg we empty houſes 5 the boar 
mean. Chap. 4. 


- Thoſe houſes or hots are empty on the mY 


take « care not ab to hare A ip and R 


? 


* 


1 * 1 ; 


habitation of his epi but alſo lands and poſſeſſions 
to make his ſubjects work, to the end that they may be 
nouriſhed by their labour, and be 5 e theiy 
WI: 
The Dame bf he phite King) is aden plackd 3 in the 
white ſquare at the King's left hand ; that white houſe 
- ſignifies chaſtity, which perfectly embelliſhes a woman, 
and which ſhe ought carefully to preſerve with her 
other virtues, That ſhe is at the left hand /denotes, 
that ſhe goes under the protection and defence of her 
huſband. That of the black King, is in a black 
| ſquare, and on the right hand, and this is; to make the 
pieces anſwer each other, in the order of the Cheſs- 
board: We can alſo give ſome reaſon, why ſhe is in 
a black houſe at the right of her buſband; becauſe a 
woman muſt ſhine only in the rays of her huſhand, by 
whom ſhe is more honoured than any other perſon in 
his kingdom, which is the ſignification of her . fitua+ 
tion at the right hand, it being the cuſtom to place at 


the right hand thoſe who are * to be moſt ho · 
denne 


3 


| Page 68. Hy 
Sooner dead than changed. F 


| Page 82. _ 
Thus rendered by Bayle, | 1 
As ſoon as in the field 1 mts flap, . 

1 9 haughty march confounds my whole Aan 
I ſee, at thy approach, my men diſmay'd; 
My Knights aud Biſhops make but faint refftance; 
My Rook and e an the Queen, forſake theis King, 
The text ſays, © In my vain reſiſtance, King, 
| Knight, Rook ond Qyeen, are leſs than / Nenn. 1 
I 1 855 * e Fage 
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eee as 1 22 by the Reverend Me. 
Lanbe th us: 


At Cheſs to play an uſeleſs move, 
Of hbrtful conſequence will prove. 
A ſkilfal player, without deſign, 
Shifts not a ſoldier from his line. 
Your time is ſhort; try to foreſee 
With ſpeed, what the event may be 
Of ev'ry move. But firſt attend, 
Where you can beſt your King defend. 
Place him in a well-guarded ſquare, 
The moſt remote from hoſtile ſnare. 
And, above all, this a rule make, 1 
Be not in too much haſte to take. 
With heedfu! eye your men ſurvey, 
And with flow hand point out their way. 
Your head ſuggeſts a ſcheme : look EE 5 
ee a bal may be found. x, it | 
RO FER Page 87. 15 ; 
Neceſſary requiſites to become an excellent player 
at Cheſs: Great genius. Great ſtudy. Great exer- 


erciſe. Great light. 1 with great maſter 5 


players. 
The end of che Book of Cheſs, A for fine 


geniuſſes, and that in which 1 have failed, they ma 
Wa their kndwledye 0 


+:Certainty;, Py 1 was 46 inventor'of f this game, 85 
5 ' will certify to you, was a very great Philoſopher; 1 
mean a perſonage, who, under that witty play, has 
repreſented the true Ls and portraiture of the cons 
* 2 We duct 
8 * 2:8 "4 
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duct of Kings. There i is a King and a Dame, allifted 
by two Fools, and after them two Knights; and at the 


end of their ranłs t Rooks, otherwiſe called Towers, 
Beſore them are eight Pawns, who are to pave. the 
way as forlorn hope. What did this Philoſopher mean 
to repreſent! ? Firſt as to the Fools, that thoſe who ap- 
proach the neareſt to the Kings, are not commonly 
the wiſelt men, bur the beſt jeſters. And notwith- 
ſtanding the Knights are not ſometimes the nigheſt to 


Kings, ſo is it, that even as the Knights in the game 


of Cheſs, giving by their leap, check to the King, he 
is conſtrained to change his place, thus likewiſe there 
is nothing a King ought ſo much to fear in his ſtates 
as the revolt of his nobility. - For that of the popu- 


lace may eaſily be ſmothered, but the other generally 


brings on a change in the ſtate, As to the Towers, 
they are the ſtrong cities, which, in caſe of need, of- 


— 


fer a laſt retreat for the preſervation of the kingdom. 


He repreſentqto you a King, who marches only a ſin- 
gle ſtep at a time, while all the other pieces put them- 


ſelves in offence as well as defence for him, i in order to 


teach us, that it is not for a King upon whoſe life de- : 
pends the repoſe of all his ſubjects, to ex poſe himſelf 


every hour to the hazard of ſtrokes, like a captain or 


ſimple ſoldier, ſeeing that his preſervation permits him 
to make an extraordinary leap from bis Cell to that of 
the Tower, as in a ſtrong place, and tenable againſt 


the aſſaults of his enemy. But above all, here muſt 


be weighed the privilege which he gave to the Dame, 


ol taking ſometimes the move of the Fools; at others, 


that of the Towers. For to ſay well, there is nothing 4 
has ſo much authority over Kings as the Ladies, of 
whom they are-not aſhamed to acknowledge them- 
ſelves. ſervants. I do not underſtand thoſe who 1 
| N 3. Og Joined 5 


= . 
joined to how by marriage, 1 "Os with whom 
they fall in love. And fof this reaſon, I am of opi- 
nion, that he who calls this piece Dame, and nor Queen, 
ſays "beſt. Finally this whole game is terminated by 
the King s- mate. If all the other pieces are not upon 
their guard, they may be taken, and by the ſame means 
they are taken off the Board as dead: but for that, 
the King has not loſt the victory : he may ſometimes, 
obtain it with the leſſer number of men, according, as 
his army is well conducted. As to the reſt, the King 
18 never dihonoured ſo much, as for one even to ſup- 
pole he is taken, but he is reduced to this dulemma 
that being devoid of all ſupport, he can move neither 
here nor there: doing which, he is ſaid to be mated. 
To ſhow us, that let whatever diſaſter happen to a 
King, we muſt not attempt any thing againſt his per- 
8 As to the Turplus, the King's-mate is the cloſure 
of the Board, though he were in the midſt of all his 
pieces. Which is to ſay, that on the preſervation or 
ruin of our King, depends the preſervation or ruin of 
our ſtate, One thing I will not forget, which is, the 
tecompenſe of the Pawns, when they can gain the 
extremity of the Cheſs-board on our adverſary's fide, 
a8 if they had been the firſt to ſcale the breach: ſor in 
that caſe, they are ſubſt ituted in the place of thoſe ho- 
nourable pieces, which by having been taken, are 
thrown out of the Board, For it is in effect, repre» 
| ſenting as well the rewards a8 penalties, which * 
30 be in a republic to good or evil doers. wig 

Jerom Vida repreſented this fine -game in form of a 
jene, in Latin Verſes; Verſes which ſeem to be the 
| true and legitimate offspring of Virgil. A thing which 
one would have ſuppoſed not to be done: but more 
. is what is ſaid of certain Spaniards, that 


— | 
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they are onion now n to this game, that they 

play at it on hofſeback, uſing no other Cheſs-board for 

their conduct, than e memory and Judgment with 

rl. 

- ola bur only the Gravel and not the Rhetoric of 
this game. U can tell you of having ſeen a Lyoneſe 

take off all the pieces of honour, and keep only the 

King with bis Pawns with which, playing twice for 
ſor once, he obtained the victory over very godd play- 
ers. Iſaw him put a ring on a Pawp, and undertake 
not to mate the King, but with that, Pawn ;. another 
time adyance farther, and place a ring on one of his 

adyerſary's Pawns, premiſing that he would force his 
adverſary to mate him with that Pawn; and in the one 
and the other game, obtain the victory for his opinion, 
againſt a man who was not clafſed in Wor rank N in- 
ferior players. 

We may add the fine rencounter op one 2 our 5 
king who being preſſed and ſammoned to ſurrender 
mſelf by his enemy in a battle, anſwered, that a Rip 

nexer 5 whey Won, at the Bae of Cheſs. * 


Pier 102. 8 
hs» 88 verſes have nearly the fide 
fignification as the Proſe tranſlation in the next 
page, from a Book of which the title i 175 as is therein 
faid, $ 
Ihe Romanee of the Roſe, „ 
Moralized, clear and nee; 
Tranſlated from Rhime in Proſe, | 
4 By your humble „ 2D 
Ido not pretend to ſpeak of Coradin, his MK, 


ol whom have the example at hand, and whoſe head 


Ling Charles took oy r lo av > the Princes of 
1 SEE 4 N44 ' Germany, 
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game, and proved 1 it * demonſtration. 
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Germany, and caufed to die in priſon 
of the King of Spain, full of treaſon and pride. 
Theſe two, like fooliſh boys, loſt Rooks, Knights, 
Fools, and Pawns, at the game of Cheſs which they 


had undertaken, and were themfelves ſo much in the 


fear of being taken, that they ran out of the Cheſs- 


board. But whoever looks at the truth of the matter 
will ſee, they were not liable to be mated, for they 
| fought without a King, and had no reaſon to fear 
either Check or Mate, becauſe he who played againſt 


them could! not ave them neither on foot or in the 
ſaddle, for boys (Pawns) are never haved by Fools, 
Knights, Serjeants, (Queens) or Rooks. And if 1 
may tell the truth without flattering any one, behold 
how it goes with mating, Now as I recollect the 


game of Cheſs, if you know nothing of it, he to 


whom is ſaid Have muſt be the King, when all his 


men are flaves, ſo that he is alone in the place, ſees 


nothing to protect him, and then flies from his ene- 


mies who have reduced him to ſuch poverty. The 
liberal man and the miſer, know that he cannot be 


taken otherwiſe. So it pleaſed Attalus, who found 


out the uſe of the game of Cheſs, when he treated of 


Arithmetic, and in Policratics which treats of the 
matter of numbers, you will ſee how he found the faid 75 


1: 


mY 


Page 104. | 
And ag in well regulated Republics, came at Cheſs, 


Tennis, and Billiards are allowed, to entertain ſome IF 


who need not, ought not, or cannot work; ſo the 


ex printing and we of ſuch books i is allowed. 


Page 105. 
7 he Soldan of Babylon came every day to 5 at 


© Cheſs 1 25 


4 £ — " 


E 35.3} 
ches after dinner, on the Mats which were at the foo 
of his be. | B 
The old Man of be MEE King 'of the Hauf- 
ſaſſis, (which were a troop of banditti,” from whence * 
the name f Aſſaſſm. is derived) ſent to the King 
games at Tables and Cheſs, flowered with amber len- | 
ed to e with wires of good fine 117 715 


| Page We: 5 
l are at t Cheſs the neareſt to Kings. | 1 75 15 * 
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Then he ſces on the golden Cheſs-board, the men | 
ſome of ivory, the others of gold: Maſter Gauvain' 
takes them apart and begins to play, and touches the 
ivory men, arid thoſe of gold ifſue forth againſt him, 
without. any one's touching them, fo that Maſter. 

| Gauvain played two games and was mated; at the 
third, he demanded bis revenge, but when he ſaw he | 
had the worlt of 1 1 he roſe and e the 12 770 | 


page 1 19. 


100 what we call ' Xaque, the Perſians calls Xa, ; 
which is like warning the King; and inftead of Mate, 
they ſay Xamate, which in the ſame language means the 
King is dead; and there being ſome. who ſay that Cheſs 
which the Perſians call Natrank (play or entertain- 
ment of the King), was invented in Babylon: it is 
very conſonant to reaſon to ſuppoſe, that from the 
Perſians it came to us, as Babylon was not only near 
to, but very often and for a long time ſubjeQ to Perſia. 


/ , y 83; 62 * ; | Wo ; 
5 9 EY 2 : 4 a3 . 4 "Y 7 * 
5 * 3 « — 
1 * * . 
. 
* 1 k 
» n r * 4 { 75 , 
5 : ; . 
* , * 
| — 
1 | - D-. 
9 . 4 
” 
= 


11 find that e Pamphlet deſcribiſg Mr. 
de Kempelen s wooden Cheſs- player, was . 
tranſlated into Engliſh, and publiſhed by 

8. Bladon, in 1784. entitled, Inanimate Rea- 
ſon, with copies of the plates. E 
The Monthly Review for April, in | that 
year, ſays, Many | were ſimple enough to 
affirm, that the wooden man played really 
and by, bimſel if (like certain politicians at a 
deeper. game), without any communication 
with his conſtituent... Te appears, indeed, as | 
yet, unaccountable to the ſpectators, how 
che artiſt imparts his influence to the auto- 
maton at the time of his playing, aud all 
the hypotheſes which have been invented by 
ingenious and learned men to unfold this 
myſtery, are but vague and inadequate; but 
were they even otherwiſe, they rather i in- 
creaſe than diminiſh the admiration that is 
due to the ſurpriſing talents and dexterity * 
Mr. de Kempelen. l i echt 
This Review further A 8 This won- 
derful Cheſs-player has actually encountered 
and beaten the beſt SO: at that game; par- 


* 


Ban 7 | ticularly, | 


$ 
* 
8 


La "6 CEE: 
ticularly; as we are informed, the celebrated 
Mr. Philidor. This I know to be a 
miſtake, for Mr. Philidor is able to give A 
Caftle at leaſt to Mr. de e and beat 


him. | eee 


A Parphlet was at iche Lane Und pub- 
iſhed in London, entitled, The Automaton 


Cheſs-player Expoſed and Detected, in which 


the Author fays, I ſee a foreigner come 


among us, and demand five ſhillings a-piece. 
admittance, to ſee what he calls an Auto- 


maton Cheſs-player. An Automaton, is a2 
ſelf- moving engine, with the principle of 
motion within itſelf; but this Cheſs- player 


is no ſuch thing. And therefore, to call it 


an Automaton. is an impoſition, and merits 


a public detection; eſpecially, as the High 
price of five ſhillings for each perſon's ad- 


miſſion, induces the viſitor to believe, that 


its movements are really performed by me- 


chanic powers; 3 when, in fact, the whole 


deluſion is ſupported by inviſible confede- 


rates.” As I am perſonally acquainted. with 


the writer of this. Pam te :&; only fay, 


that 


7 


— 


r 
| that. he is miſtaken, and has not detefled 
any thing. Mr. de Cremps, in his Magie . 
Blanche, is likewiſe of the . ſame erroneous 
opinion, that a Child or Dwarf i is Concealed 
within the image. OG 
In a Novel, entitled, « Gerardo, he's un- 
fortunate Spaniard, or a Pattern for laſcivi- 
ous Lovers; 4to, made Engliſh, and pub- 
liſhed by Edward Blount. London, 1622. 
J am informed there is a curious ſcene about 
Cheſs ; I have not yet ſeen the book. 
In a Modern Novel, called The 4 
tures of Mz iſs Lucy Watfon, | London 1768, 
publiſhed by W. Nicholl, one of the per- 
ſonages is an enthuſiaſtic Cheſs- player. /.. 
one of his Letters, he fays, © Pardon the 
Predilection I have for that glorious effort | 


def the human mind; this noble Same is 


the criterion of every one Who plays at it. 
It is the ſureſt teſt of their abilities; and the 


moſt unerring proof of what degree of parts 
they have received from nature. There is 


no other game, amuſement, or ſcarce an 
. employment that fathoms the inmoſt ſoul 
8 i 8 


[ 19 J 
of man wöre; than this of Cheſs. I believe, 
and I ſpeak it without affectation, that 1 
could form no flight idea of the character of 
; any perſon, without hearing him ſpeak a. 
ſyllable, only Þy ſtanding over a few of his 
games of Cheſs.” This is ludicrouſly meant 
by the author of the Novel, who has repre- 


ſented its writer as a perſon who loves 


women and values men in Proportion to 
their {kill at Cheſs. 5 et 
Among the Deaths announced in the 
Newſpapers, I find, © The 20th April, 
at Paris, as he was playing at Cheſs, the 
Prince de Tingry, Lieutenant-General of 
the French King's 9 88 and ail of the 
Holy >. aa 1 1 
1 have never heard or ad of a | Negro C- 
playing at Cheſs ; we have had inſtances of 
black Poets, and black Divines ; ; witneſs, 5 
Ignatio Sancho ; and the Hottentot, Who 
about fifty years ago, was brought to Eu- 
rope when a child; educated at Leyden, 
where he took orders, and then ſent back to 
the HR of Good 8 in order to 18 


0 


g 0 
, 4 
. * 
” 8 


\ 


gate 


1 1 
ow the. Goſpel among his counteprpidphi — 

ſoon after his arrival, he found it much 
eafier to comply with their cuſtoms than 

to bring the Hottentots over to his, fo that 
he immediately diveſted himſelf of his clothes 
and of his religion. His portrait was en- 


| grayen by J. Punt, at Amſterdam, in 1763, 


Among all theſe trifles, I have been en- 
treated. to inſert, that Dr. Franklin, and the 
late Sir John Pringle, uſed frequently to play 

at Cheſs: together; and towards the end of 
the game, the Phyſician diſcovered, that the 

velocity of his own as well as his adyerſary' J 
pulſe was conſiderably increaſed. _ Ab 
I remember to have ſeen a line relative to 


Cheſs 3 in Brown's Vulgar Errors, which at 
this moment I cannot find. 


* 


There was lately publiſhed at Brunſwie, 
a ok octavo in German, entitled, The 
Tactical Game to be played on a board with 
a greater number of ſquares than the Cheſs» 
board, and with many new pieces. 
The game beſore - mentioned, (p. . of 
a King with e n beating a Whole 
We let a 


4 


+ 70 
a 4 
— 


1 8 
ſet, by being allowed to make two moves to 
every ſingle one of the adverſary, is amuſing. 
The King with the Pawns only, is almoſt 
certain of winning the game, for he may 
make his firſt move into check, and his 
ſecond out of it: ſo that he can take the 
Queen when ſhe ſtands immediately before 
her King, and then retreat ; but he may not 
remain in check. Neither can he himſelf 
be checkmated, unleſs his adverſary has pre- 
ſerved his and both his Caſtles. * 
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